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Managing, co-ordinating and implementing the
bestscienceto combatsalinity: canit be done better?

TheHouseof RepresentativesStandingCommitteeon ScienceandInnovationis to conductaninquiry
into theCommonwealthgovernment’srole in managingandco-ordinatingtheapplicationofthe best
sciencein relationto Australia’ssalinityprograms.

TheCommitteewill specificallyconsider:
• howtherelevantscience(including newscientific,technicalandengineeringknowledge)is being

usedin themanagement,implementationandcoordinationofsalinity programs;
• the linkagesbetweenresearchersandthoseimplementingsalinitysolutions,includingthe

distributionof researchacrossjurisdictions,agencies,anddecision-makers;and
• theadequacyof scientificandtechnicalsupportto implementsalinitymanagementoptions.

Launchingthe inquiry, theHouseScienceandInnovationCommitteeChair,Mr GaryNairn MP (Eden-
Monaro,NSW), stressedtheCommitteewasnot investigatingthecausesof, orsolutionsto, salinity, but
wasconcernedwith investigatingthefederalrole in themanagementandcoordinationnecessaryto
ensurethesuccessfulapplicationon thegroundof thebestscientificknowledgeto addressthesalinity
problem.

“The Commonwealthandthestateshavetakendecisivestepsto addressAustralia’ssalinityproblem,”Mr
Nairn said. “Most recently,theCommonwealthandstateshaveagreedto theNationalActionPlanfor
SalinityandWaterQuality.

“TheNationalActionPlan andstatesalinity strategiesexplicitly recognisetheimportanceof salinity
interventionsbeingscientificallysound.It is essentialthatthebestscientificknowledgeandexpertiseare
usedto addressthechallengespresentedby thenation’sincreasingsalinityproblem,andthis inquiry is
aimedat ensuringthat structuresarein placeto guaranteethathappensout on theground.”

Theinquiry wasreferredto theCommitteeby theMinisterfor Science,theHonPeterMcGauranMP.

Interestedorganisationsandindividualsare invited to makewritten submissionsto the inquiryby
Friday, 17 October2003.

Thefull termsof reference,adviceon preparinga submissionandotherinformationrelatingto the
inquiry canbeobtainedfrom theinquiry websiteat: www.aph.gov.aulhouselcornmitteelscin/salinity
orfrom theSecretariaton (02) 6277 4150.
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Formediacomment,pleasecontactthe CommitteeChair,GaiyNaimMP, on:
(02) 62973952(ElectomteOffice) or(02) 62774939(ParliamentHouse)

Forfurtherinformation,pleasecontacttheInquiry Secretary
on (02) 62772324orvia emailatScin.Reps@aph.gov.au
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