From: RJ Aitken [rjaitken@cyllene.uwa.edu.au]

Sent: Tuesday, 28 May 2002 11:16 PM

To: super.sen@aph.gov.au

Subject: Transfer of Overseas Superannuation to Australia

Senator John Watson,

I am from overseas and am in the process of transferring my UK pensions to

Australia.  I would like to make two points based on my personal experience.

It has been a very long and drawn out process.  All the delays have come

from the UK side with multiple letters being sent back and forth.  My

accountant (PriceWaterhouseCoopers) are quite aware of the six month time

limit but there is nothing they can do to speed up matters.  It does not

seem fair that immigrants (which the Australian government is seeking to

encourage) should be penalised for delays that are quite out of their

hands.  The ATO need some discretion for those who start the process on

time.

I was sent here for 12 months.  I was then offered, and accepted, the

opportunity to stay.  I cannot meet the six month 'start time' because I

was not going to stay long term at that point.

If the Austalian government wish to get immigrants to transfer their

pensions (which is reasonable) they should stipulate a 'must have started

the process time' -  say 6 or 12 months, and completion time.  I would

suggest 18 months.

James Aitken</x-rich>

RJ Aitken

3 Stanhope Street,

Cottesloe,

Western Australia 6011
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