Appendix 4

Recent press articles and NSW Office of Environment and
Heritage documentation regarding proposed relaxed flow
constraints at Mundarlo Bridge on the Murrumbidgee
River



\Q@/» | Office of

NSW | Environment Fact sheet
covernvent | & Heritage February 2013

Upper Murrumbidgee Environmental Flows Enhancement Project

What is the project about?

The project is examining the potential benefits and impacts
of relaxing the flow constraint at Mundarlo Bridge on the
Murrumbidgee River (30km downstream of Gundagai).
Potentially higher flow thresholds are being considered that
would allow environmental flow releases to be delivered
more efficiently to the downstream environment, and in
particular the mid-Murrumbidgee wetlands.

What stage is the project at?

- Detailed modelling and consultation with key stakeholders is
being undertaken to understand and identify potential
opportunities, impacts, constraints and benefits associated
with a higher flow threshold at Mundarlo Bridge. The project
team is now seeking feedback on the modelling results from
local community members to inform the options assessment phase of the project.

What are the benefits of this project?

e improve water quality and flows in the lower
Murrumbidgee

e improve connectivity of wetlands between
Wagga Wagga and Hay

o enhance fishing opportunities in the lower
Murrumbidgee near Hay and Balranald

o boost recreational and tourism benefits
stemming from improved wetland health and
additional bird breeding

o require a higher bridge at Mundarlo which will
reduce disruption to local traffic during flood
events

e provide greater flexibility in managing water
releases as part of flood mitigation.

What are the expected inundation levels?
e the floodplain modelling indicates some increases in inundation of riparian land

e all potential higher flows being examined are below the minor flood level (6.1m at Gundagai,
7.3m at Wagga Wagga, 6.7m at Narrandera, 5.5m at Darlington Point)

¢ the maximum flow threshold is likely to be similar to the peak flow experienced during the
September 2010 event, which was considered a successful environmental watering event for
mid-Murrumbidgee wetlands.

When and how often would higher flows occur?
o the release of environment flows depends on the condition and needs of the wetlands to be

watered

o this could range from once every two to five years depending on water availability

e opportunities to release managed environmental flows are likely to occur in spring/early
summer.

e the community would be notified well in advance of any planned water releases.

To provide feedback on or obtain further information call 1800 991 305 or email rnunumbidgeefiows@globalskm.com
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