The Senate

Rural Affairs and Transport
References Committee

Animal welfare standards in Australia's live
export markets

Live Animal Export (Slaughter) Prohibition
Bill 2011 [No. 2]

Live Animal Export Restriction and Prohibition
Bill 2011 [No. 2]

November 2011



© Commonwealth of Australia 2011

ISBN 978-1-74229-531-2

This document was prepared by the Senate Standing Committee on Rural Affairs &
Transport and printed by the Senate Printing Unit, Department of the Senate, Parliament
House, Canberra.



Membership of the committee

Members

Senator the Hon. Bill Heffernan, Chair
Senator Glenn Sterle, Deputy Chair
Senator Sean Edwards (from 1 July 2011)
Senator Julian McGauran (to 30 June 2011)
Senator Christine Milne

Senator Fiona Nash

Senator Kerry O'Brien (to 30 June 2011)
Senator Anne Urquhart (from 6 July 2011)

Substitute members for this inquiry

Senator Rachel Siewert
to replace Senator Christine Milne

Participating members participating in this inquiry

Senator Judith Adams

Senator Chris Back

Senator the Hon. Richard Colbeck
Senator Alan Eggleston

Senator David Fawcett

Senator Alex Gallacher

Senator the Hon. lan Macdonald
Senator Matt Thistlethwaite
Senator Nick Xenophon

Secretariat

Ms Jeanette Radcliffe, Secretary

Ms Trish Carling, Senior Research Officer
Ms Cassimah Mackay, Research Officer
Ms Lauren McDougall, Executive Assistant

PO Box 6100

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Ph: 026277 3511

Fax: 02 6277 5811

E-mail: rat.sen@aph.gov.au

New South Wales, LP
Western Australia, ALP
South Australia, LP
Victoria, LP

Tasmania, AG

New South Wales, NATS
Tasmania, ALP
Tasmania, ALP

Western Australia, AG

Western Australia, LP
Western Australia, LP
Tasmania, LP

Western Australia, LP
South Australia, LP
South Australia, ALP
Queensland, LP

New South Wales, ALP
South Australia, IND

Internet: http://www.aph.gov.au/senate/committee/rat ctte/index.htm



http://www.aph.gov.au/senate/committee/rat_ctte/index.htm




TABLE OF CONTENTS

Membership of committee ii

List of Recommendations IX
Chapter 1 1
Introduction
Terms of Reference 1
Related Private Senators' Bills 2
Conduct of the Inquiry 2
Acknowledgements 3
Chapter 2 5
The Bills
Private Senators' Bills 5
Live Animal Export Restriction and Prohibition Bill 2011 [No. 2] 5
Support for the Export Restriction Bill 6
Live Animal Export (Slaughter) Prohibition Bill 2011 [No. 2] 9
Support for the Export Prohibition Bill 9
Opposition to the bills 11
Committee view 16
Chapter 3 19
Overview of regulation of animal welfare prior to suspension of
exports of live cattle to Indonesia in June 2011
Introduction 19
Regulatory arrangements for the export of livestock from Australia 21

Expenditure and efforts to promote or improve animal welfare standards with
respect to all Australian live export market countries 25

Supply chain assurance system 41



Chapter 4

Effectiveness of Government, Meat and Livestock Australia,
LiveCorp and relevant industry bodies in improving animal
welfare standards in Australia’s live export markets

Introduction

43

43

Extent of knowledge of animal welfare practices in Australia’s live export

markets

Supply chain assurance system

Industry-government cooperation to develop supply chain assurance program
Committee view

Chapter 5
Economic impact of the live export trade within Australia
Australian livestock exports
Contribution to GDP
Impact on regional and remote economies
Impact and role of the industry on local livestock production and prices
Impact of the temporary suspension of live export of cattle to Indonesia
Australian Government assistance
Domestic processing of livestock currently bred for the live export market
Committee view

Chapter 6
Conclusion
There is no room for compromise on animal welfare
Live export trade offers an avenue for effective change
Diversification of the industry
Government assistance

Vi

43
48
54
59

63

63
64
66
69
72
74
81
87

89

90
91
94
95



Government Senator's Additional Comments 99

Australian Greens Dissenting Report 101
Live Animal Export (Slaughter) Prohibition Bill 2011 [No.2] 101
Mandatory pre-slaughter stunning 102
The live export industry 103
The process of the inquiry 104

Senator Xenophon's Dissenting Report 107

APPENDIX 1

Submissions Received 111
Additional Information Received 120
TABLED DOCUMENTS 121

APPENDIX 2

Public Hearings and Witnesses 125
Thursday, 4 August 2011 — Darwin, NT 125
Wednesday, 10 August 2011 — Canberra, ACT 126
Thursday, 1 September 2011 — Broome, WA 127
Friday, 2 September 2011 — Katherine, NT 129
Wednesday, 14 September 2011 — Canberra, ACT 130

Tuesday, 20 September 2011 — Canberra, ACT 131

vii



viii



