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SUBMISSION BY InvestWEST

to
Inquiry into Public Passenger Transport Infrastructure and Services
Senate Committee on Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport

. The InvestWEST Alliance of Councils is a Local Government Partnership
embracing Ipswich City Council, Lockyer Valley Regional Council, Scenic Rim
Regional Council, Somerset Regional Council and Toowoomba Regional Council.

InvestWEST covers an area of 25,970 square kilometres representing 73% of the
SEQ and Toowoomba Region area.

. The population of InvestWEST, currently 390,000, is projected to grow to
824,000 by 2031.

InvestWEST is grateful for the opportunity to provide the Senate Rural and
Regional Affairs and Transport Committee with our Councils issues and priorities
in respect of Public Transport.

. The Submission of the Council of Mayors addresses the SEQ-wide requirements
in respect of Public Transport and InvestWEST supports the broad thrust of the
COM Submission.

. However, there is a need to highlight two key equally important challenges facing
the InvestWEST Councils.

Our first challenge is the development of Public Transport Network for the SEQ
Western Growth Corridor — the area covered by the InvestWEST Councils.

. The population of South East Queensland is forecast to grow to 4.3 million people
by 2031. The Queensland Government has explicitly acknowledged that the
Western Growth Corridor will play a significant role in accommodating that
growth:
“An increased proportion of the region’s future population will be
accommodated in the western and south-western corridors, making use of

significant areas of available land and reducing pressure on the coast.” praft
South East Queensland Regional Plan, 2009-2031, p.10

. The SEQ Infrastructure Plan and Program, 2008-2009 also recognises the Western
Corridor as a priority area:



“Greenfield development sites (or large areas of undeveloped land) will be
contained within the urban footprint by supplying infrastructure to support

priority areas such as the Western Corridor.” south East Queensland Infrastructure Plan and
Program 2008-2009, Queensland Government, p.10

10. The managed growth of the Western Corridor is critical to the decentralisation of
population and employment away from Coastal SEQ. An effective and efficient
Public Transport Network for the Corridor is one of the keys enabling our
Councils to manage growth.

11. New population and employment growth areas will be coming on line in the near
future. A significant reduction in the use of cars can be achieved if planning and
investment in public transport systems is undertaken now for such areas as
Beaudesert, Canungra and Bromelton in the Scenic Rim Regional Council Area,
Ripley Valley, Ebenezer and Purga in Ipswich City, Gatton North and Plainland in
the Lockyer Valley Regional Council Area; Lowood and Fernvale in Somerset
Regional Council; and Charlton-Wellcamp in Toowoomba Regional Council
Area.

12. Public Transport Connectivity within Ipswich and between Ipswich and Scenic
Rim, Lockyer and Somerset, is a critical issue for growth management.

13. Ipswich is already facing rapid urban growth. In 2006-07, Ipswich (and the Gold
Coast) were the fastest growing LGAs in SEQ, both growing by 3.5% annually.
The Ipswich East Statistical Local Area (SLA), which includes Springfield, added
3,700 people to its population during 2006-07 and was the largest growing SLA in
Queensland. As a result, the Ipswich Region is already experiencing a huge Public
Transport task.

14. However that task is continuing to grow. Ipswich has the two largest master-
planned communities in Australia: Springfield and Ripley. Springfield is planned
to grow to at least 105,000. Ripley Valley (110,000 people) is being planned to
accommodate 10% of the SEQ population growth over the next 20 years.

15. While currently adding 5,000 additional residents a year, Ipswich will grow, on
average, by 11,700 people each year until 2031. By that year, Ipswich’s
population will be three times what it is now.

“The predicted growth sees the Ipswich City Council area growing to
something in the order of half a million people over the next two decades.
While this growth is future growth, this produces a compelling need for the
current Council to make significant and strategic decisions that will prepare
the area for that growth. It is extremely important that Council makes the right
decisions at the right time to be able to set up the Council infrastructure and
service delivery platforms that will be able to accommodate that growth. It is,
therefore, Council’s contention that the key aspects of growth that face the
Council are the aspects of decision-making that need to be done today, not in
the future....Council has estimated that over the next twenty years it will need
in the order of six billion dollars worth of infrastructure to accommodate
growth." ICC Submission to Local Government Administrative Tribunal, 2008

16. By 2031, the InvestWEST Region will have experienced a 123% increase in
employment, from 126,000 in 2006 to 281,000. An effective Public Transport
Network will be essential for reducing car dependence for the journey-to-work.
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The InvestWEST Region is providing very large employment centres for SEQ’s
industrial growth. For example, the Bromelton Industrial Estate is expected to
accommodate 12,800 jobs by 2026. The Charlton-Wellcamp Industry Zone at
Toowoomba is expected to generate 18,000 jobs. Ipswich has 43% of all available
industrial land in SEQ, which is expected to provide jobs for 137,000 people. This
includes Purga Industry Zone and the Amberley Aerospace Park which will be the
biggest in the Southern Hemisphere.

Other existing and emerging employment centres include Australia’s largest Air
Force Base at Amberley (3,500 employees and growing) and the Gatton
Correctional Centre (1750).

The effectiveness of the Western Growth Corridor Public Transport Network can
be significantly enhanced through Federal and State Government investment in:
e Ipswich to Ripley Rail Extension;

e Springfield to Redbank Plains Rail Extension; and

e Grandchester to Gowrie Rail Line.

The Ipswich to Ripley Rail Extension Project would provide a new Passenger
Line from Ipswich CBD to Ripley Town Centre and include stations at University
of Queensland (Ipswich Campus), Churchill, Yamanto, Deebing Heights and
Ripley. The Ripley Valley Master Plan provides for establishment of 50,000
dwellings. In order to achieve Public Transport objectives, regionally based line
haul public transport services will be required to be constructed prior to
commencement of development of Ripley.

The Springfield to Redbank Plains Rail Extension Project would involve

extension of the Springfield Passenger Rail Line to include stations to be

constructed at Keides Road and School Road. Early provision of public transport

will:

(a) provide for early establishment of mixed use development incorporating
medium density housing;

(b) facilitate development at higher densities; and

(c) establish public transport based travel behaviours early in household
formation.

The Grandchester to Gowrie Rail Link Project would provide a 200km/hr
passenger/freight line, electrified with duplicate track. The Project is currently
identified in the 2008-09 SEQ Infrastructure Plan and Program for delivery
between 2019 and 2026.

These are projects which, if undertaken now, will make a discernible
difference in reducing the number of cars on SEQ roads.

Investment in improvement in the standards and safety of our major highways is
also critical to the viability of our bus services.

In this respect, key projects are:

e The Toowoomba Bypass;

e The Warrego Highway Upgrade (including Warrego-Brisbane Interchange); and
e The Warrego — Cunningham Highway Connection.



25. Federal Government funding is needed to bring forward the commencement, or
the completion, of these Projects

26. Our second challenge is the development of an effective Rural Public Transport
Network.

27. As well as key population and employment growth centres, InvestWEST also
embraces the bulk of the rural area of South East Queensland — more than 70% of
the Regional Landscape and Rural Production Area.

28. The InvestWEST Councils oversee the management of non-urban lands which are
critical to the short-term and long-term sustainability of SEQ as a whole,
providing:

e the bulk of SEQ’s fresh, clean water;
e fresh food bowls for SEQ;

e SEQ’s “Green Heart”;

e SEQ’s Scenic Landscapes; and

e Brisbane’s Rural Playground.

29. So this non-urban area provides regionally strategic functions for Coastal SEQ. It
is not an empty area but supports small towns, villages and rural communities.
Public Transport is as much a priority for the residents of this non-urban area as
for those of the large metropolitan areas. School children, employees, elderly
residents who cannot drive cars, residents who cannot afford cars - all need access
to a reliable network of Public Transport to access education, training,
employment, health and community services. Similarly, many unemployed
people living outside the towns cannot access training services because of
inadequate bus services.

30. This also applies west of the Range. In an area such as Toowoomba there would
be significant social benefits in providing Public Transport to the surrounding
districts enabling access to health and other services. Whilst it is recognised that it
can be difficult to provide such systems, in the case of Toowoomba there is an
existing rail network (mostly under-utilised) that traverses most of the region’s
centres, although no services are provided. The major impediment is the up-front
cost of the rolling stock, particularly in the case of a private operator. In such a
case, the Commonwealth Government could play a key role by funding the cost of
the rolling stock (Council becoming the owner and then potentially leasing the
equipment to an operator) with the operating costs to be offset by local/State
subsidies.

31. Through their accommodation of population and employment growth, the
InvestWEST Councils have a major role in contributing to traffic de-congestion in
Coastal SEQ. However, the ability of the Councils to accommodate that growth
will demand a much stronger investment in the Public Transport Networks for the
Western Growth Corridor and Rural SEQ. A critical issue for the Senate to
understand is that Local Government does not have the ability to fund Public
Transport and there is a compelling need for a Federal-State Government funding
partnership.

32. Recommendations:
(1) Senate Committee support for expediting Federal Government funding of:
e Ipswich to Ripley Rail Extension;



e Springfield to Redbank Plains Rail Extension; and
e Grandchester to Gowrie Rail Line.
(2) Senate Committee support for expediting Federal Government funding of:
e The Toowoomba Bypass;
e Warrego Highway Upgrade (including Warrego-Brishane Interchange); and
e Warrego — Cunningham Highway Connection.
(3) Senate Committee support for a Rural Public Transport Assistance Program.

27" February 2009
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Strong Local Government Leadership driving Regional Economic Growth
Our Focus - the Western Corridor of South East Queensland

* Ipswich City

* Lockyer Valley

* Scenic Rim Region
* Somerset Regjon

* Toowoomba Regjon

* Accelerating the Sustainable Economic
Growth of the Corridor

* Aiming to be Australia's No 1 Employment
and Business Growth Corridor

Providing leadership in attracting investment

and trade to the Western Corridor:

(1) Acceleration of Private Sector Investment

(2) Acceleration of Public Sector Investment

(3) Increasing Interstate and International Trade
and Investment

* Increased State Government investment
in infrastructure & services
* Increased Federal Government investment
in infrastructure & services
* Increased Private Sector investment enabling:
- Expansion of existing enterprises: small and big
- Establishment of new enterprises: small & big
¢ Increased Investment in new R&D infrastructure
and research centres
¢ Increased University and TAFE investment:
- Expansion of existing University
and TAFE campuses
- Investment in new campuses and new facilities
« Strengthening and diversification of overseas
trading activities
* Increased Regjonal Collaboration between
enterprises and business organisations

. Position the Western Corridor for investment

. Identify initiatives to increase the Corridor's
competitive advantage

. Provide assistance for individual Council
investment attraction activities

. Identify and Facilitate Catalyst Regional
Development Projects

. Develop and maintain Partnerships for
investment attraction and facilitation

. Pro-active advocacy of Public Investment
in Catalyst Infrastructure & Services

. Pro-active advocacy of Private Investment
in Catalyst Infrastructure & Services

. Pro-active promotion of the Western Corridor's
Interstate and International trade potential

. Harness business sector support for
InvestWEST advocacy initiatives

10. Provide accurate, timely data and analysis for

potential investors

* Rural Water Access and Affordability

* Protection of High Quality Rural Production Land

* Protection of Regional Rural Landscapes

* Viable rural towns and villages

* Timely access to Essential Community Services

* Efficient Transportation Systems

* Reliable and Affordable Telecommunications

* Timely release of strategic industrial and
commercial sites

* Natural Resource Management

* Climate Change Management

* Peak Oil Management

* Rapid Population Growth Management

* Labour Access and Skills Development

* Knowledge Creation and Innovation

* SEQ's Fresh, Clean Water Supplier

* SEQ's Fresh Food Bowl

* SEQ's Green Heart

* SEQ's Scenic Landscapes

* Brishane's Rural Playground

* SEQ Coastal De-congestion:

- Residential Growth Accommodation

- Industrial Development Accommodation
- Employment Decentralisation

1. 100Mbps Broadband Network

2. Bypasses: Toowoomba and Beaudesert

3. Grandchester-Gowrie High Speed Rail Link

4. Health Services - Rural Towns & Communities
5. Ipswich Hospital Re-location (new Regional Hospital)
6 Ipswich-Springfield Rail Loop

7. Industrial Estate Infrastructure

8. Overseas Trade Promotion (Shanghai World Expo 2010)
9. Warrego-Brisbane Valley Highway Upgrade

10. Western Corridor Air Services

11. Western Corridor Airport

12. Wooden Bridges Replacement Acceleration

* Local Government economic development roles
* Local Government planning & management powers
* Councils' delivery of infrastructure and services
* Financial resources to fund feasibility studies
and designs
* Strong collaborative mechanisms at all levels
* Diverse local databases and access to State
and Federal data
* Exceptionally strong Councillor & Officer Networks:
- State and Federal Government at all levels
- Business, Industry and Professional Organisations
- Relationships with key enterprises

The Western Corridor - SEQ’s Population and Employment Growth Corridor

EMPLOYMENT FORECASTS 2006-2031

POPULATION PROJECTIONS 2007-2031

COUNCIL ERP Projected Resident Population (Medium Series)

2007 2011 2016 2021 2026 2031 COUNCIL 2006 2031 Change Growth
Ipswich City 147,325 169,653 215,784 275,328 350,333 434,788 Ipswich City 48,380 160,629 112,249  232.0%
Lockyer Valley RC 32,777 36,537 41,704 46,929 52,254 57,443 Lockyer Valley RC 9,146 19,096 9,950 108.8%
Scenic Rim RC 35,449 39,645 46,195 53,540 61,806 71,042 Scenic Rim RC 12,408 26,721 14,313 115.4%
Somerset RC 20,015 21,799 24,595 27,416 30,139 32,778 Somerset RC 5,115 9,234 4,119 80.5%
Toowoomba RC 152,912 166,289 181,154 197,340 212,781 228,461 Toowoomba RC 50,732 65,330 14,598 28.8%
WESTSEQ 388,478 433,923 509,432 600,553 707,313 824,512 WESTSEQ 125,781 281,010 155,229 123.4%
Brisbane City 1,007,901 | 1,070,300 1,141,558 1,185,620 1,208,295 1,220,543 Brisbane City 684,413 1,092,160 407,747 59.6%
Gold Coast City 483,213 542,145 615,571 681,447 737,986 788,231 Gold Coast City 183,944 320,277 136,333  74.1%
Logan City 263,494 285,566 316,866 351,382 386,962 425,918 Logan City 86,492 139,290 52,798 61.0%
Moreton Bay RC 343,553 376,949 422,146 464,155 498,194 523,037 Moreton Bay RC 82,191 134,665 52,474 63.8%
Redland City 133,723 144,656 157,899 170,976 181,688 188,878 Redland City 34,497 50,663 16,166 46.9%
Sunshine Coast RC 303,050 339,663 381,458 421,343 460,862 501,179 Sunshine Coast RC 102,317 215,389 113,072 110.5%
TOTAL SEQ + TRC 2,923,412 | 3,193,202 3,544,930 3,875476 4,181,300 4,472,298 TOTAL SEQ + TRC 1,299,635 | 2,233,454 933,819 71.9%

Source: Planning Information & Forecasting Unit, Department of Infrastructure & Planning, 2008 Source: NIEIR SEQ Population, Employment & Economic Activity Forecasts

AVERAGE ANNUAL POPULATION CHANGE 2007-2031

COUNCIL 5 years to 30 June 25 years to 30 June 2031
2011 2016 2021 2026 2031

Ipswich City 5,451 9,226 11,909 15,001 16,891 11,696 4.6%
Lockyer Valley RC 921 1,033 1,045 1,065 1,038 1,020 2.4%
Scenic Rim RC 976 1,310 1,469 1,653 1,847 1,451 2.9%
Somerset RC 425 559 564 545 528 524 2.1%
Toowoomba RC 2,998 2,973 3,237 3,088 3,136 3,087 1.7%
WESTSEQ 10,771 15,101 18,224 21,352 23,440 17,778

Brisbane City 15,808 14,252 8,813 4,535 2,450 9,171 0.8%
Gold Coast City 15,142 14,685 13,175 11,308 10,049 12,872 2.1%
Logan City 5,097 6,260 6,903 7,116 7,791 6,633 2.0%
Moreton Bay RC 8,817 9,039 8,402 6,808 4,969 7,607 1.8%
Redland City 2,689 2,649 2,615 2,142 1,438 2,307 1.5%
Sunshine Coast RC 8,916 8,359 7,977 7,904 8,063 8,244 2.1%
TOTAL SEQ + TRC 67,240 70,345 66,109 61,165 58,200 64,612

Source: Planning Information & Forecasting Unit, Department of Infrastructure & Planning, 2008

COUNCIL COMPARATIVE TABLE

COUNCIL AREA Percent | Rateable Prop | Rate Rev ($M)| Councillors | Staff (06) | Staff (06) Staff (06)
(SqKM) of Total Jun-07 2006-07 Outdoor Indoor Total
Ipswich City 1,089 3.09 59,449 $141.5 11 510 734 1244
Lockyer Valley RC 2,273 6.45 13,035 $22.7 7 140 131 271
Scenic Rim RC 4,256 12.08 13,464 $20.9 7 198 164 362
Somerset RC 5,379 15.26 9,642 $16.5 7 104 68 172
Toowoomba RC 12,973 36.81 25,912 $113.6 11 771 548 1,349
WESTSEQ 25,970 | 73.69 121,502 $315.2 43 1723 1645 3398
Brisbane City 1,327 3.77 398,454 $1,008.1 27 3,045 4,132 7,477
Gold Coast City 1,358 3.85 234,973 $556.3 15 954 1,890 2,844
Logan City 913 2.59 83,025 $166.2 13 337 727 1,064
Moreton Bay RC 2,011 5.71 135,619 $246.3 13 729 1,201 1,930
Redland City 537 1.52 57,794 $115.2 11 240 757 997
Sunshine Coast RC 3,126 8.87 143,205 $289.1 13 1,139 1,180 2,319
TOTAL SEQ + TRC 35242 100.00 | 1,174,572 $2,696.4 135 8,167 11,532 19,729

Source: QId Local Government Comparative Information 2005/06, DLGPSR, 2007
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Mayor Graeme Lehmann Mayor Peter Taylor
Somerset Regional Council Toowoomba Regional Council
Phone 07 5424 4003 Phone 07 4688 6631

glehamnn@somerset.qld.gov.au peter.taylor@toowoombaRC.qld.gov.au

Mayor Paul Pisasale
City of Ipswich - Chair
Phone 07 3810 6201

ppisasale@ipswich.qld.gov.au

Mayor Steve Jones
Lockyer Valley Regional Council
Phone 07 54620300
sjones@lvre.qld.gov.au

Mayor John Brent
Scenic Rim Regional Council
Phone 5463 3036
mayor@scenicrim.qld.gov.au
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