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INQUIRY INTO WATER MANAGMENT

IN THE COORONG & LOWER LAKES
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Lake Albert -Meningie

Email fisc@internode on.net



The problem/issues:
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Insufficient water flowing down the system to ensure a heaithy environment 1o the Lower
Lakes & Coorong..

Lack of water due to over allocation, accacerbated by the drought upstream.

The Lower Lakes & River becoming acidic as water levels drop below sea level,

Over aliocation of water — commodification of water as < resource.

Social impact of changes in water regulations, policy. & forced licence sales.

Rural Australia is in drought. Government buy back of water licences in drought affected
communifies is seeing people having to sell their asset as a last resort. Then whate

The "new” investors should be the ones feeling a bif of the pain...last on first offll

Rural community breakdown........, schools, hospitals decimated.

Lack of undersianding by our city counterparts & Government bodies.

Drought in the MDB has not been considered in water allocation processes.

Lack of understanding that rivers must flow fo sustain @ heaithy environment.

Decisions being made on the run. Government being reactive instead of proactive.
Corporate farming will not be the saviour for our Nation. As more and more Corporate
farming comes into being, rural communities will close down as people move to the cities.
The future will see employment in farming become more like mining . Fly in fly out.,

The death of a river system, the environment & the death of rural Ausiralic.

States shoutd not be able to hold other states fo ransom. le Victoria over the water plan.
Lake Albert has been cut off from the river system with the building of bunding between
the two lakes. There was no community discussions when this decision was made.

Recommendations / role of Federal Government & Opposition:

Mother Nature is repairing the damage by revegetating the lakes foreshores with nalive
grasses, what right have we to again undo what nature is providing.

Ensure equity flow for all - environment, agriculture, communities.

Acknowledge the importance of all rural communities and ensure iheir viabiiity into the
future,

pural communifies need assistance. Many have been at the forefront of many years of
drought. Rural Australia was the back bone of this mighty nation...it is now all but broken.
Family farms look to the environment for the future of their next generations.

Without a viable envircnment, every thing will collapse.

Provide ali people with the opportunity io parficipate in discussions & decisions about
water, so that rural & urban people share the commitment & responsibility for reaching
sustainable water use.

A complete independent audit of all water, evaporation losses & extractions from rivers &
water ways.

A moratorium on dii future dam building and waier extractions & new permanent
plantings until the water situation is under control.

Compensation to those who's businesses have been decimated in Lake Albert. Laoke
Albert has been deliberately cut off by Government intervention.

When so called experts look at making changes, talk o local residents. They breath & live
thair envircnment,

Provide wise leadership regarding the National Plan for water security and acknowledge
the urgency to act...the rivers cannot wait any longer.

Act as fair, independent regulators of water use, taking into account social,
environmental & economic impacts.

This is @ National issue and shouid not be a political contest between States.

All water ways need to be under the banner of the National body. Situaticns occurring
now with the Minister Wong looking at buying waier and Premier Brumby taking 75 gigs
out of an dlready depieted system. What is the value of that?

Does the Government want a healthy river system?

OUR ENVIRONMENT CAN'T WAIT ANY LONGER....ccne ACT NOW!
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Objectives

We aim to build cow num-
hers to 1000+ & embrace
the latest technology, com-
puterization, embryo frans-
plants, breeding & wtilising
management skills to the maxjmum (using the best that
modern technology offers).

At Campbell House, we are in constant change mode.

Every year improvements have been made to the dairy com-
plex. Pasturcs upgraded, cattle breeding /type & nufrition
made a priority. Installation of a weather station enables
best practice water use efficiencies, accounting for every
drop of water.

PROGRESSIVE DEVELOPMENT
1982—2006

DAIRY ENTERPRISE DETAJILS

Dairy Manager Brad Fischer

Assistant
Employees
Farm area:

Soil Type:

Trrigation:

Mitking:
Dairy:
Herd Ave:
Butterfat:

Somatic cell:

Rhys Fischer

4

1600 ha

Undulating, mainly sand over limne

stone with outcrops of limestone

Farm enterprise arca: 240 ha
Effective dairying area: 210 ha

8 center pivots

650 cows

50 unit computerized rotary platform

8,000 litres

b

w
T

4.0 Protein:

Ave: 100,000

Proud Recipient of Countdown
Downunder Milk Quality Award
2001, 2002, 2003, 2006,2007
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NARRUNG FERRY & CAUSEWAY
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The Narrung Ferry

Causeway extending
half way across the
Narrung Narrows

n

I shore i
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Or

Lake Albert




NARRUNG FERRY & CAUSEWAY

Crosses the Narrung Narrows between Lake Alexandrina and Lake Albert

kS
o, Tailem
\to Adalgivie %?Bend
\ -
N 5 Wellingtan
Fiss R
%
2 ——
Meningie
The Coorong

The causeway to the ferry blocks half of the Narrung Narrows

Lake Albert is landlocked and depends on the wind 1o move water
between the lakes in order to keep salinity levels down

Impacts of the causeway;

+ Water transference between the lakes is significantly reduced,

* Increased salinity levels in Lake Albert,
Significant silting is occurring because of the reduced flows in the
Narrows and this is aliowing reeds to choke half of the waterway,
Siiting and shallow water will increase the likelihood of algal blooms,
Navigation between the lakes is becoming more difficult.

L]

-

Salinity Levels are currently (20/08/2008)

* Meningie 5,070 EC (Lake Albert)
Pottalloch 3,380 EC (Lake Alexandrina)
Milang 3,570 EC {Lake Alexandrina)

LEFT and BELOW. Newly consiructed
caussway in the mid 1960°s clearly showing
the restriction to the Narrows




RIVER MURRAY

Has been sacrificed

Lestey Fischer
“Carplie] Hovse™

MENNGIE SA 5164

fise@ il emode onne

_ Presentation 16-4-3008

Ngarrindjerri People

*Spiritual connection to the river, lakes & Coorong
«Direamtime stories teli of fresh water, fish & birds
«Abundance of food & fresh water

*Supported a large population

j +They were resident to the Coorong & lakes

Australia’s National
Environment & Fconomic Disaster

The Mighty Murray
Is In Crisis

he Coorong, Lakes Albert & Alexandrina
The Lungs of Our Murray Are Dying!
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A Rwer Dies From
. Tts Estuary up.

e ] Coorong Has
Eikcwanall Become Marine .
This Is Where It All

Staris and Ends. -




S A Water Entitlement
7% Share
A Minimum entitlement 1850 GIGS

Pelicans standing 100’s
meters out in Lake Albert
The water is about 1 kilometre
from the shore

Waders cleaning
up as water
recedes

RAMSAR SITE
THE COORONG & LAKES ALBERT & ALEXANDRINA

In iis prime - teeming
with birdlife

The Coorong
changing from
estuarine to marine
enviropment

WHERE HAS THE WATER GONE?

ON HANDS & KNEES
JUST TO GET WATER FOR OUR STOCK

S e e e
RESORT TO CRAWLING

Wind blowing sand on the lake
bed,

March 2008

-
h

The lake bed changes daily
with the impact from the
winds.
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The current situation - Meningie

Jan 2007 Jan 2008

The current situation — Ewe Island

DEAD

Gl
e
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The current situation
Milang - Lake Alexandrina

Sand Drifting From Lake Bed
Over To Adjoining Land
March: 2008

agine What This
Would Look Like
 I{ This Continues
For Years To

Come




WHEN THE FOOD SOURCE HAS
THEN WHAT?

BEFORE

Turtles
In Troubie

Narrung Ferry Approach
RBefore

ung Ferry Approach

Now F‘ﬁ:;}

DEVASTATION
BELOW LOCK 1

100 Year Old
River Murray Red Gum

River Banks Falling
Away

| Father Chrisimas

Lake Albert

Father Christmas Sailed
in by Boat to See the
Kindergarten Children
Lach Christmas

30 Years of Sailing
1l Be a Long Walk

is Chrisimas

Below Lock 1

Willows Breaking Away From
River’s Edge

March 2608




Complete Independent Audit of All
Water Extractions Stered, Above &
Below Ground

Our River Resources have been Over
Allocated.

We Have a Moral Responsibility to
Ensure Equity Water for AllL

Need Management Flows As Well As
Environmental Flows.

The Murray Mouth Must Remain Open.

The Rivers Haven’t Failed Us
i We Have All Failed The Rivers
No More Extractions-Diversions

1 Am a Farmer Still. But 1 Know That If
We Do Not Look After Our Water &
Qur Environment Now, There Will Be
No Future.

QOur Rivers Are Dying. We Have Had
Many Warnings.

This May Well Be OQur Last Warning

What Legacy Do We Leave Qur Fature
Generations

Our National Water Plan Will Be Too
Late.

& Acknowledgements
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