














Cane/expansion lands lost for trees
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 Encroachment by Forestry Plantations  

Mill area 

Area 
under 
cane  

2007 (ha)

Cane 
lands sold 
& planted 

to trees 

Suitable 
land 

sold & 
planted 
to trees

Area 
sold (yet 

to be 
planted)

Area 
under  

negotiation 
       
Mossman 7,200 60    
Mulgrave 13,100     
Bundaberg 
Sugar (Nth) 28,559 1,683    
Tully 24,150 1,005 2,526 1,200  
Herbert  57,700 263  487 2,500 
Burdekin 69,578   575  
Proserpine 22,931 433 1,000 407 1,000 
Mackay Sugar 76,300     
Plane Creek 18,097 800  188 500 



13,679 ha or 14.5%

5,787 ha or 4.3%

15,216 ha or 21.7%

10,702 ha or 8.4%

Loss of area harvested between 2000 - 2006 



Plantation Timbers

The Main Players
– Great Southern Plantations
– ITC Limited (a wholly owned subsidiary of Futuris

Corporation Ltd.) 
– Rewards group

In all cases the majority of the development 
happening is financed through Managed 
Investment Schemes



Plantation Timbers

ITC
– Looking for 30,000 hectares within 100 km of 

Mackay Port
– Growing timber for chipping and export for paper 

pulp
– Already have about 7,000 hectares

Great Southern & Rewards
– Looking at other areas in North – teak etc (Tully 

and the Herbert under greatest pressure)
– Great Southern are biggest hardwood timber 

growers in Australia 



Plantation Timbers

Potential impact on single mill areas
– A loss of 5,000 hectares means a loss of 450 -

500,000 tonnes of cane (25% of production) –
viability of mill at risk

– A loss of 10,000 hectares – industry 
unsustainable



Industry sustainability is at risk

The forestry and sugar industries could co-
exist if there was a level playing field or 
alternatively if the outcomes are managed to 
ensure continued sustainability
Loss of cane lands to forestry plantations 
represents a greater threat to industry 
viability than sugar cane smut



There is a lot at stake

Regional communities rely heavily on the 
sugar cane industry 

– Cane growing and milling creates more economic and social 
activity for local communities than plantation timbers

Every 1,000 ha’s of cane lands lost represents a loss to local 
communities of $2 million annually in farmer expenditure alone 

– Cane growing is a year on year operation with activities such 
as harvesting, planting, fertilising, irrigation and general 
farming

– Cane growing supports family ownership and subsequent 
flow through to the community both in business, education, 
etc.



Plantation timbers impact

– Plantation Timbers provide lots of activity at 
planting time but limited activity until harvest time 
(8-10 yrs minimum)

– Skills of workers and pay rates low
– Contractors used for harvest
– More than likely chipped on farm and transported 

to harbour
– No downstream facilities in local areas (regionally 

based processing facilities)



Plantation Timbers – Tasmanian experience

Herron Todd White – Review
– Small communities like Guns Plains, Riana and Castra

experiencing an exodus of people
– Farms run by families
– Farm hands employed
– Services and products from commercial sector

Timber farms once established are managed by a 
few people who look after quite a few areas and use 
very little of services or products from local 
community

– Communities are strongly lobbying governments for 
protection but may be to late



What can you do?

Get involved in industry campaign to have 
local government planning provisions 
changed to better protect cane lands            
(in Proserpine mill workers signed community petition presented to 
Cabinet at Community cabinet meeting in Bowen last month)

Talk to your local Member of Parliament
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