










Attachment A                                                                                                          21st July, 2008

This report has been prepared by Kent Broad, a Director of AusCarbon Pty Ltd. Kent has grown up in 

the Northern wheatbelt of Western Australia, owning/managing wheat/sheep/cattle properties for 20 

years and also owner/operator of a 160,000 Ha station in the Murchison district of WA for 5 years.

“I have witnessed first hand the economic, social and environmental deterioration of rural Australia for 

the past 30 years. Forest carbon sinks offer a legitmate long term monetary and environmental benefit 

that will not only replace Government drought handouts, but help to ameliorate the severity of the 

droughts themselves.

Our forebears have consistently (and successfully) imposed an Agricultural system they were familiar 

with in Europe, onto a fragile and brittle environment here on the Australian continent. Whilst the 

economics of this system has benefited Australia in the past (wool, meat and grains), it is the same 

economic influence that has driven farmers from the more gentle legume and grass dominated pasture 

system (with a crop every 3-4 years), to an intensive, high input, high cost, continuous cropping 

regime. This in turn has caused farms to get bigger (economies of scale) and a critical (and continuing) 

loss of rural population to the major cities. Because of this economic tightening throughout rural 

Australia, the normal cycle of droughts are having an increasingly negative impact on the sustainability 

of rural enterprises and communities. 

The establishment of forest carbon sinks throughout the wheatbelt and rangeland regions of Australia 

will give an immediate financial gain to landholders. By contracting to have trees planted in 'alleys' on 

their properties (and/or block plantings on degraded areas), farmers will be paid for the use of their 

land. Rather than having this land taken away from existing agriculture, forest carbon sinks will 

complement current practices. Where some of the regions  are becoming marginal, forest carbon sinks 

offer an alternative, viable industry that will bring 'life' back into these areas. Besides the numerous 

environmental benefits, this will deliver money and jobs directly into the local communities that need it 

the most. 

The significance of revegetating rural Australia cannot be underestimated. Increasing the vegetative 

biomass across vast areas must have a positive impact on local climate, flora and fauna. Instead of 

valuable topsoil blowing away through over-grazing and extensive chemical applications (thus creating 



a biologically dead environment), rebuilding a local habitat will reverse this degradation and create 

new life. This applies to both the Agricultural and Pastoral regions of Australia. 

Besides this positive environmental impact on the ground, the potential for forest carbon sinks to 

sequest large volumes of CO2 from the atmosphere is significant. Even if Greenhouse Gas emissions 

are stopped today, the dangerous levels of CO2 that exist now, still need to be reduced. Forest carbon 

sinks will have an immediate short term impact and continue to have a major role in the solution to 

global warming in the longer term.

In conclusion, there is a window of opportunity for forest carbon sinks to make a significant economic, 

environmental and social impact in the marginal areas of rural Australia. Farmers and landholders can 

get direct funding by having their lands revegetated in a sustainable manner. This will complement 

existing agricultural practices. The major external benefit of forest carbon sinks will be on the 

environment. Increasing the vegetative biomass across the wheatbelt and rangeland regions of Australia 

will reduce salt, water logging, wind and water erosion and create new habitats for flora and fauna. 

More money in farmers pockets and a reversal in the degraded environment will revitalise the social 

aspect of rural communites (reverse population drift to the cities). Whilst industry tries to reduce their 

emmissions through technological advances (could take 10-15 years), forest carbon sinks will reduce 

excess CO2 immediately and for the next 100 years.” 
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