Lex & Ann Gorric
313 Eatonvale Road
MARYBOROUGH QLD 4650

29" March, 2007

Committee Secretary

Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Committee
Department of the Scnate

P.O. Box 6100

Parhiament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Sir/Madam,

Re: Inquiry into Additional Water Supplies for South-Fast
Queensland — Traveston Crossing Dam Information

The purpose of this letter is to provide information for the Senate Inquiry.

For the past ten months we have been horritied at the Queensland Governments’s fool-
hardy decision to build a mega dam on the Mary River at Traveston. We consider this
decision to be nothing short of environmental vandalism, for the following reasons:

The land in the affected area is some of the most beautiful and arable in Australia.

Approximately 900 families in the affected area will lose their livelihoods, plus a
domino effect all the way to Hervey Bay and beyond, most particularly in the
farming and fishing sectors, and causing a flow-on effect to all other industries
and employment in the whole area.

The Mary River has already suffered from the building of a series of barrages,
causing silting and salinity. We certainly do not want to suffer a repeat of the
great ecological disaster of the Murray/Darling river system, caused by damming.

it the Mary River is dammed it will completely destroy the fragile ecological
balance of the Great Sandy Strait, preventing the regular flushing function of the
river, and clogging channels with sand. It is already struggling to do this because
of the effects of drought, and the barrages, as previously mentioned.

If the Mary River is dammed it will in time make extinct a number of marine life,
including the rare Mary River turtle, the Mary River cod, and the Queensland
lungfish “Dala”, native only to the Mary River and the Burnett River (already
dammed by the Paradise Dam, and considered by some world-wide experts to be
one of the greatest, all-time, ecological disasters). The lungfish has recently




been discovered to be the missing evolutionary link between amphibian and
human life. How could anyone even contemplate the extinction of such a
precious creature, found nowhere else in the world?
THIS DAM SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO GO AHEAD!!
At a recent meeting that we attended other alternatives for solving south-cast
Queensland’s water crisis were discussed. These include:
e Raising the level of the Borumba Dam.
* Muaking it mandatory for every home to have rain water tanks installed.
e Piping water from north Queensland, adjacent to the already existing railway line.
e Recycling treated effluent.

s  Desalination; and others.

on the grounds of the irrevocable ecological, economic and social disaster that would be
caused by such an action,

Thank you for your consideration.

Lex & Ann Gorrie

Attached: Information on endangered Mary River catchment fauna.
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SAVE THE MARY VALLEY

A Bid Teo save "DALA" the Queensland Lungfish

Posted on Wednesday, October 4, 2006 at 11:00AM by stevem in Dr Eve Fesl, Environmental | Post g Comment
EXTINCTION IS FOREVER!

A BIDTO SAVE“DALA”, THE QUEENSLAND LUNGFISH, AN ENDANGERED SPECIES IN THE MARY RIVER
ACROSS WHICH A DAM IS PROPOSED TO BE BUILT

By Eve Mumewa Doreen FeslL OAM.CM,PhD (nee Evelyn Serico), Gubbi Gubbi Elder

Imagine being able to Hpk your history back 380 million years? Impossible you say? Yes, for humans, but we have one
resident of Queensland who car do that —~ THE QUEENSLAND LM FISH (Neoceratodus forsteri). The lang fish
appeared on garth 180 million years before the dinosaurs and found a habitat which enabled it to live into our days.

Is it right that we humans are contemplating the destruction of this pre-historic example of evolution because of five years
less rainfall than we used to have? This living fossil link is the evolution of all our feathery and hairy fellow creatures with
fishes There are six species of lung fish in the world belonging to two families. One family contains a single species only,
angl this is our Queenslander, making it a very rare species indeed.

What is special about our lung fish is that it has only one lung, while all other species have twe (paired) lungs,

Worid-wide lung fish are very rare and endangered because they rely on special habitats that increasingly are occupied by
humans.

The natural habitat of the Queensland lung fish is restricted to the Bumnett and Mary River systems. The Queensland lung
fish is unique in the world, making it a creature of highest biodiversity value and significance. I is a rare natural asset which
we have a duty to protect. Tts unigqueness, the links to the past, afforded by its natural habitat confined to our State, should be
sufficient reasons in themselves for highest protection priorityf or this creature and the habitat on which it depends to ensure
the survival of a viable popudation - the only one of its kind on the planet,

CULTURAL HERITAGE: However, another important reason to protect it, is that it is a sacred ({otemic) fish of the Gubbi
Gubbi people. We never killed or ate the fish, and saw it as important o protect it. We call it “Dala” and for reasons
associated with its important place in our culture, we were often referred to by other Aboriginal groups, as “the Dala”
peopie. Our traditional land encompasses the Mary River basin and its catchments. The Mary Cod is an important economic
fish, but the Dala (Lung Fish) are not to be killed but protected from harm. The lungfish’s longevity of life and occupancy of
our waterways, is undoubtediy due in part, to its protection by our people over tens of thousands of years. We are still bound
by this duty of care -- the reason for my penning this document in an appeal for help for the survival of “Dala”.

LEGISLATION: Through the Integrated Planning Act (1997), now embodied in the South Fast Queensland Regional Plan
{2045), the State government committed itself to “recognise, protect and conserve Aboriginal values in land, water and
natural resources” (section 7.4). It alsc recognises the principle and policies to “conserve and manage the region’s
biodiversity values”™ and “ensure land use planning and development activities “..respect identified biodiversity values” in
order to “protect, manage and enhance areas of ..biodiversity significance: {section 2.1). p.t.o The proposed dam on the
Mary River clearly violates the SEQ Regional Plan because the Mary-Burnett basin is known to be the only natural habiiate

of the Cueensland Lungfish.

It also ignores the Gubbi Gubbi cultural heritage values and the reverence we give 1o this creature. Studies 1o date give
sufficient reason to not dam the river, however, if further studies are undertaken for developments which involve use of
water from the Mary River, the following should be given special attention: Studies must involve fresh-water stream
ecologists and other scientists using the most up-to-date technologies and methodologies. The issue is too critical to rely on
outdated practices. (Data to date indicates that our lung fish transported to other catchments have not done well, so
tranportation is not an answer).ls eggs are attached to specific aquatic plants during August to December. However, it is
slow growing, taking 2 years to reach 1.2 cm. and 100 years to reach its maximum size of 1.5 m, The plants on which egas
are laid, should also be the subject of study and care. With its long life span, the fact that Dala fails to reproduce under
attered conditions such as those caused by a dam will go unnoticed for vears — but then it will be too late to rectify the

hittp://swampnews.squarespace.com/expert-opinion/2006/10/4/a-bid-to-save-dala-the-...  29/03/2007
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mistakes we make today, which will destroy Dala forever.

SUMMARY: Effects of dams on Queensland Lung Fish (“Dala” to the Gubbi Gubbi people)

* Dams prohibit the possibility of migration over the long distances they need during spawning

* Dala requires shaliow, flowing riffles and glides amongst dense beds of submerged aquatic plants to lay its eggs — these
do not exist within a dam,
Breeding Area 300 m South of proposed dam site at Traveston Crossing: Note riffles (shallow water rapids} top left hand
side. Breeding cannot occur in the deep waters of a dam.

There are many issues associated with the need for riffles, optimum water quality, and so on, but the bottom line is:
Do people in Queensland, Australia and around the globe care cnough to protect Dala, the Queensland Longfish and its
habitat? Let the Premier of Queensland and Government, (Parliament House, Brisbane) know your views! Dzla budawathin!

Eve Mumewa Doreenfesl
Flease forward to all who may help. Advise me by short email of your support efeslioytech.com.au 29 Fountain Road,
Burpengary — 4505, Queenslond, Australia Tel: 07-3888-52

see also>>
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The Queensland Premier's announcement (5 July 2006) to build a mega-dam on the Mary
River threatens the very existence of the most endangered turtle in Australia and one of the
most unigue turtles in the world., The seasonaliy variable Mary River is actually the last
remaining habitat for several of the country's endangered species. One of these is the Mary
River Turtle Flusor macrurus , but other endangered and vulnerable species of this catchment
include the Southern Snapping Turtle (Elseya albagula), Mary River Cod (Maccuflochella peeli
mariensis), Queensland Lungfish (Neoceratodus forsteri} and Honey Blue-eye {Pseudormugil
melfis), just to name a few! The Mary River is clearly a unique habitat that provides specific
requirements for all of these species that are found nowhere else in the world.

The Mary River Turtle was onily described by Cann and Legler in 1994, It is a monotypic (one
of a kind) genus representing a very old lineage of turtles that has all but disappeared from
the evolutionary history of Australia. It is one of Australia's largest species of freshwater
turtie with specimens measuring in excess of 50 cm carapace {shell) length! The tail
structure, particularly in males, is & unique feature that has been lost in all other modern
turtle species! This species is able to absorb oxygen via the cdloaca/vent whilst underwater
which is a survival strategy, particularly for hatchlings and juveniles. To do this, they require
the water to be highly oxygenated and therefore impounded or dammed areas do not provide
suitable habitat for their survival!l Dams also have the effect of dividing or fragmenting
populations thus impeding the gene flow and causing a loss of diversity.

The main threatening factors to the survival of the Mary River turtle include slow maturation
{20+ years), the continued use of historic nesting sites (even when nests are heavily predated
by feral pests and trampled by Hvestock), loss of habitat and loss of specific foods assoclated
with the lack of aquatic and riparian ecosystems. Do they really need a dam to add to all of
this?

Prior to the announcement of this dam the Mary River Turtle was federally and internationally
listed as endangered by the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (1998)
and the TUCN Red List of Threatened Species (2000}, respectively. This listing is currently
being revised using available data and, even before this dam is constructed, their status may
be changed to ‘critically endangered’.

The Federal Minister for Environment and Heritage is the only person with the power tc stop
this dam. He has to be made aware of the potential destruction of this species, to be
persuaded to act!

The answer to Queenstand’s water crisis should lie in education about sustainable water use,
storm water collection and the introduction of water recycling and other modern technology,
not the damming of a fragile and unique river ecosystem.
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EDITION

By Sy Tolaaan

Same of southeast Queensland’s most endangered species and eCosystems are likaly to be devastated by the Mary
River mega-dam.

Of most concern are the impacts on three Rationally listed ammals ~ the Mary River Cod, Quesnsiand Lungfish and the
Mary River Turtie. The theeastened fauna of the Mary River Catchment are shown hare.

i The Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee’s Dale Watsen says that of 268 rore and threatensid species in the
region the three aguatic spesies are of major concern,

Archive
Watsen says: "There will be rmassive offects on aquatic ife. It may even be more catastrophic thar what bas happened
to the Murray Hiver™.

] ELHTION 4

“The Mary River Cod and Mary River Turtle are listed as being endangersd on the Eovironmestal Protection and
Blodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) and the Queensiand Lungfish ~ often seen as the missing ink batwesn
humans gand fish - as vuinerpbie.” .

fronicatly, just 12 months ago, the then Primacy Industries and Fisheries Minister Henry Palaszozuk anncunced fusther
H pretection for the “conic and endangered” Mary River Cod.

The Minister anounced the provision of new signs to tell anglers that it is "an offence to terget or possess the fish with
penaities of up 1o $75%,080 for those who break the rules.”

My, Palaszeek sald: "Mary River oo were once distributed extensively throughaut south -east Queensland bul are now
Found faturafly andy in parts of the Mary River system,

“Mary River cod numbers have dechined in the past rainly due to habitat joss.

"Mary River cod are totally protected in Queensiand except in some stocked dams. If anglers follow the ruiss, thers is a
chanee that stocks of thase iconic fish could be saved from extinction.”

Vhile his current Naturst Resources snd Water Minister may know the difference, Dramier Heattie was confused
between Mary River Cod and Murray River Cod, which he called them at the dam anpouncement.

Thers is sio confusion however, about the ecological impacts on both the Mary and Murroy river systems,

The WWF's Dr. Stuart Blanch says up 1o $5 billion has already gone into restoring the datnage ta rivers fike The Murray.

in & recent article cating for national water protsction Dr Blanch said: “Lessons learnt from the Murvay Daeling and
other stressed waterways show that it's fen times cheaper to protect healthy water systesns than repair them once
they've been degraded.”

Watsoe sald: “Thera is 2 very good chance that what has happened i the Murray Daring Hegion may happen hara.

"the Mary River (o¢ population is ibwer in numbers than the Murray River numbers wers before what happened
thare.”

The Mary River region is also the home to several other andangered, threatened aad vulnerabie apecias incloding the
Richmond Birdwing Butterfly, three species of frogs, and Coxen’s Fig Parrot.

At the announcement the Premier claimed: "We are ot envirenmental vapdals.

"We will Be working closely with the environmment movernent to easure minimal impact on species such as the Murray
River Cod, the Mary River Turtie and locaf fungfish popufations.”

At the tine of publication there had been no official contact batwean the Queensiand Governmant and the Marey River
Caichment Coordinating Committee (MRCCC), the Qid Conservation Councif {QCCY or the Sunshine Coast Environment
Councii (SCEC) abaut the dam. None were consulted before the Traveston daecision was anpounced. Al agres these
endangered animals will suffer if @ mega dam I5 to procesd.
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