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Queensland

Author Tom Crothers
File / Ref GM-WAP Files Department of
Directorate / Unit Water Allocation Planning Natural Resources and Water

Fhone 3225 1586
24 November 2006

Mr Victor Hill
192 Happy Jack Creek Road
RIDGEWOOD Via COOROY QLD 4562

Dear Victor

As discussed during our telephone call this morning, attached is a copy of the questions that
were raised by the community at the Department of Natural Resource and Water (DNRW)
Forums convened by Scott Smith in the Mary Valley.

You will note that there are no answers against the respective guestions listed. Should you
require specific answers, and [ imagine you would, please contact Mr Mick Lord on
(07) 3033 0664 or 0418 769 940 and he will attend to your request.

If you require any further assistance in regard to this matter, please don’t hesitate to contact
me.

Yours sincerely

p

RB {Tom) Crothers
General Manager
Water AHocation and Planning

GO Box 2454

Brisbang Cid 4001 Australia

. . Telephone + 817 3225 1586
N Facsimile + 617 32248359
[ Waebsite www.nrm.gld gov.au
ABN 83 705 537 586
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Lovel 25, 288 Edward Street, Brisbane QLD 4009
GPO Box 3314 Brisbane QLD 4001
www.ombudsman.gld.govau

e e e
Qur ref: 2006/10437

SRR

8 December 2006

Mr Victor Hili

192 Happy Jack Creek Road
Ridgewood via

COOROY QLD 4563

Dear Mr Hill

I refer to your correspondence dated 29 November 2006, comprising a copy of your letter to
the Minister for the Department of Natural Resources and Water (DNRW) concerning issues
raised at DNRW Workshops.

The role of the Queensland Ombudsman is to investigate complaints about
maladministration by Queensland state government departments, public authorities and

councils.

For resource reasons, this Office has a policy of ensuring that an agency complained about
is given the opportunity to consider, and hopefully resolve, complaints before this Oft" ice

becomes involved.

As enquiries with the Department of Natural Resources and Water reveal that it is still
considering your complaint, it would be premature, at this stage, for this Office to mvesttgate
the matter further. | encourage you to await a reply to your letter.

i, after receiving a reply from the Department of Natural Resources and Water you remain
dissatisfied, you may write to this Office again, providing copies of the correspondence
exchanged with the Department, and any other relevant documents. You should aiso explain
why you consider the Department's decision is wrong or unreasonable, and specify the
cutcome you are seeking. This Office will then assess your complaint and determine what, if

any, action can be taken.
| havg placed your letter on file for future reference if required.

‘ Please find enclosed an Information Sheet which explains how this Office responds to
& complaints.

I hope this information is of assistance.

Yours faithfully

Louise Rosemann
Assistant Ombudsman
Assessment & Resolution Team

Enat.

Tek: 07 3005 7000 © Freecall 1800 068 908 (cutside Brisbane) * Fax: 07 3005 7067 » Email: ombudsman@ombudsman.gld.govau .
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Fax: (07} 3360 6333
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OFFICE OF THE
Assistant
Commissioner
Misconduct

Level 3, Terrica Place
140 Creek St

{Cnr Creek and Adelaide}
Brisbane, Queensiand

g

Qur Reference;  MI06-3404 / PZA
Contact Officer: P Austin

9 January 2007

PRIVATE & PERSONAIL

Mr Vietor Hill
192 Happy Jack Creek Road
RIDGEWOOD via COOROY QLD 4563

Dear Mr Hill
RE: YOUR CONCERNS

Irefer to your letter to the Minister for Natural Resources and Water — a copy of which
you also provided to the Crime and Misconduct Commission (CMC} and the Queensland
Ombudsman on or about 4 December 2006 — in which you raised concerns that officers
of the Department of Natural Resources and Mines (the Department) have lied and
deceived the public in order to acquire land by stealth, for the purpose of constru ctmg the
Traveston dam.

1 note you consider that delay by the State Government in addressing 288 questions and/or
issues raised at workshops conducted by the Department in relation to the dam, is part of
the alleged plan to acquire land by stealth. :

Under the Crime and Misconduct Act 2001 (the Act) one of the roles of the Crime and
Misconduct Commission (CMC) is to ensure complaints of possible 'misconduct’ are dealt
with appropriately. “Misconduct” includes police misconduct and official misconduct.
Official misconduct is defined by sections 14 and 15 of the Act. A copy of the definition
is attached for your information (Attachment 1). The Act authorises the CMC in the
performance of its misconduct functions either to investigate possible misconduct, to refer
information about possible misconduct to the relevant unit of public administration to deal
with, or to take no action about a complaint of possible misconduct if to do so would h& an
unjustifiable use of resources.

After considering the principles which apply under the Act and also having regard to the
nature of your concerns and the information available, the CMC has decided to not take
any further action.

That decision is considered appropriate for reasons that follow.

First, I note that Mr Crothers of the Department of Natural Resources and Water advised
you by letter dated 24 November 2006 that the Department would provide you with
specific answers to any of the 288 questions nominated by you. That is considered to be
an appropriate response to your request. Secondly, it is not considered that the information
available provides a proper basis to suspect the matter to be capable of productive
investigation with a view to the successful prosecution of any possible criminal offence or
disciplinary charge of official misconduct. Accordingly the CMC does not intend to take
any further action.




Community Futures Task Force

For reply please quote, MLIS/CFTF
4 January 2007

Mr Victor Hill

‘Benyule”

192 Happy Jack Creek Road
RIDGEWOQOD QLD 4563

Dear Mr Hill

You may recall that the Department of Natural Resources and Water conducted 18
forums in June and July 2008, with residents of the Mary Valley who were potentially
impacted by the proposed Traveston Crossing Dam.

The questions posed at the forums were recorded and the Community Futures Task
Force has, with the cooperation of Queensland Government departments and agencies,
compiled answers o these guestions.

Please find enclosed a copy of the Department of Natural Resources and Water, Forum
Questions and Answers.

The Community Futures Task Force has placed a copy of this document on its website
at hitp:./flwww, communityfutures.qld.gov.au. Additional hard copies are available
through the Kandanga One Stop Shop.

If you have any enquiries about the attached document please call the Community
Futures Task Force on 1800 133 258

Yours Sincer;,!y

Executive Director

*Encl,

PO Box 15637

City East Qld 4002

Telephone: 1860 133 258

Facsimile: 3224 5310

Email: info@communityfutures.gld.gov.au
Web: www. communityfutures qld.aov.au
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Level 25, 288 Edward Street, Brisbane QLI 4000
GPO Box 3314 Brisbane QLD 4001
www.ombudsman.gld.govau

]

GUEBEENS

ombudsman &
ﬁg&

Qur ref: 2007/00048

. .(.‘ §?§¥§%
5 February 2007 .

Mr Victor Hill

192 Happy Jack Creek Road
Ridgewood via

COOROQY QLD 4563

Dear Mr Hill

Thank you for your letter dated 30 January 2007, concerning your complaint about the
Department of Natural Resources and Water.

The role of the Queensland Ombudsman is to investigate complaints about
maladministration by Queensiand state government departments, public authorities and

councils.

Your complaint will be assessed and you will be advised as soon as possible if this Office
can assist. :

If it is considered that your complaint is not within jurisdiction, or that an investigation is not
warranted, you will be advised of the reasons.

Please find enclosed an Information Sheet that explains how this Office responds to
complaints,

Yours faithfully

VZV Margaret Newbery
Senior Investigator

Assessment & Resolution Team

Enct.

Tel: 07 3005 7000 - Freecall 1800 068 9_08 {oytside Brisbané} = Fax: 07 3005 7067 » Email: ombudsman@ombudsman.ald gov.au




Level 25, 288 Edward Streez, Brisbane QLD 4000
GPO Box 3314 Brishane QLD 400!
www.ombudsman.gld.gov.au

Qur ref: 2007/00998

14 February 2007

Mr Victor Hill

192 Happy Jack Creek Road
Ridgewood via

COOROY QLD 4563

Dear Mr Hill

i refer to your letter of 30 January 2007, enclosing copies of letters and documents in
relation to your complaint with the Department of Natural Resources and Water (the

Department).

A letter acknowledging receipt of this correspondence was forwarded to you on
5 February 2007. :

As you advise that you are still waiting a response from the Department, the
correspondence will be placed on file for future reference, if required. .

Yours faithfully

W
argaret Newbery

Senior Investigator
Assessment & Resolution Team

Tel: 07 2005 7000 © Freecall 1800 068 908 (outside Brisbine) » Fax: 07 3005 7067 + Email: ombuésmm@gmbu;}smén.qic&.gav-.zm




 CRTME, AND MISCONDUCT COMMISSION

A RETEARE

GP0O Box 3123
Brisbane Qid 4001

wﬁ%ﬂ? S\i‘» _ﬁﬁgﬁﬁi‘% '
Tel: {07) 3360 6060 '
Fax: [07) 3360 6333

Toli Free:

H
800 081 671 Qur Reference:  Mi-06-3404 / PCA

Contact Offfcer P Austin

E-rrizil
mailbox@cmegld.gov.au

www.erne.gid.gov.au

22 February 2007
OFEICE OF THE . PRIVATE & PERSONAL
Assistant "\ Mr Victor Hill

Commissioner 192 Happy Jack Creck Road
| RIDGEWOOD via COOROY QLD 4563

Misconduct
Dear Mr Hill
Level 3, Terrica Place .: -
o Coeeh gt RE: YOUR CONCERNS
{Cnr Creek and Adelaide] &
Brishane, Queensiznd - Thank you for your letter to the CMC dated 30 January 2007 and the enclosed report.

It is understood you require more detailed responses to some of the questions in the
abovementioned report and have outlined your requirements in a letter to The
Honourable Craig Wallace, Minister for Natural Resources and Water, dated 30
Jamaary 2007.

Your update on this matter is appreciated and I trust the department will be in contact
with you in due course.

Yours sincerely

DIANNE MCFARLANE
Assistant Director

Public Sector Program
Complaints Services




Queensland
Government

Office of the
. _ Minister for Natural Resources
Ref CT8 4128507 and Water

27 FEB I0Y

Mr Victor Hill

192 Happy Jack Creek Road
Ridgewood

Via Cooroy Qld 4563

Dear Mr Hill

| refer to your letter of 30 January to the Honourable Craig Wallace MP, Minister for Natural
Resources and Water and Minister Assisting the Premier in North Queensland concerning
your unanswered questions in relation to south east Queensland dams.

As the matter you have raised falls within the portfolio responsibilities of the Honourable
Anna Bligh MP, Deputy Premier, Treasurer and Minister for infrastructure, the Minister has
asked me to forward your correspondence to her office for consideration and reply direct to

you.

Yours sincerely

Michael Tandy
Senior Policy Advisor

Level 13 Mineral House

#1 George Street Brishane Qid 4000
PO Box 15456 Lity East

Queensiand 4002 Australia
Telephone +61 7 3896 3688
Facsimile +61 7 3210 6214

Emafl NRW@ministerialold gov.auy
Webslte www.nrw.qld.gov.au
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the impact Stage 2 of the r?wom&
Traveston Dam has on my proper-

ﬁw & meeting was arranged for

‘Chief Bxecutiva Officer from
WIPL to provide "answers” {o
the questions 1 had raised during
twa previous meetings with thelr
Project Manager, which had re-
mained unanswered,

To say the least, dealing with
these people is extremely frustrat-

ing, not only do they not answer
restions, what information they

do provide, only raises further
questions.

Informaiion packs which were
sent out during Octeber 2008 con-
tained a letter written by the CEG
{QWIPL) on October 30, 2608 which
siated that my property would be
affected by Stage 2 of the dam’s de-
velopment.

The CEO stated "Please accept
my assuranee that QWi is commit-
i to hehaving with integrity and
working with all people In &
pectful manner™.

1 consider thaf the communica-
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vestigation by ug and ng
became apparant
1€ Case,

in response o this
meeting with QWIPL
wherehy the representative indi-
cated that it appeared i wa a mis-
and that only part of my pro-
nerty may be needed.
This gave us some hope - false

¢ though it later became.

A subdequent meeting with this
same representative resulied in
the same question belng unan-

take

i requested information as to
why landholders werge not being
provided with accurate informa-
tion regarding the land identified
that would be needed to be pur
chased/resumed.

Soecifically, why QWIPL was in-
dicating that certain portiens of
land were needed when in fact
they were not and when these
landholders would be notified of
this situation.

4..5 responss has been to date,

that QWIPL will not be advising
lndholders or making the infor-
mation public wsmimmw.

Thig T find, is not only mislead-
ing to the public and the individual
tandholders affected, but directly
in conflict with the CEOs writien
statement that QWIPL "is commit-
ted to Dehaving with inlegrity
...... in arespecdul manner”.

Fyrthermore, during my third
CRO attended and provided
with g cony of 81 q,:ﬁ ofmy
dicating the |
asked for dwy w g
v Teetings, w

me

roner-
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He further st that the infor-
mation was mwémmm intended {o be
available. However, failed io state
when and how this information
would be provided.

Am I the only one who thinks
that is not behaving with integrity
and trangparency?

i also highlight that during this
meeting, the CEG indicated that
GWIPL had decided to “make an
offer to purchase” our entire pro-
perty because further infrastruc-
ture changes including the power
grid and read may affect the por-
tion of land that would nof be di-
rectly affected by Stage 2.

At this fime, the CEO stated that
focal council regulations may pre-
vent us from retaining the portion
not affected by Stage 2 due to size
requirements,

Cme would expect tha 28
people are professionals  they
would have done their homework
and provided vs as landiolders
with this information.

Oris it simply that we are cateh-
ing them out and they are provid-
ing knee-jerk respons

This does not pegate the fact
that GWIPL falled to provide us
with aceurate and factoal informa-
n regarding our properiy
; owiﬁﬁ those who ¢om-
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regarding

This
the ﬂmm@ B@mﬁmm at which time the
CEO mdicated § e could not recail
exact measurement (and provided
an estimater, but stated that he would
provide me with the information by
Wodnesday December 135, 2008

Amishocked that these wméwm ol
nue to not answer questions (with not-
icey or provide aecursfe information -
No, T am frustrated however, that these
people continue o be disr m,\wmgg of
the peeple in our community, To date, |
have had no further communication
with GPWIL or received any answers.

Another issue that I raiged during
my meetings with QWIPL, was that pe-
ople representing GWIFL or DNR or
the Government failed to keep us (and-
holders) informed or communicate

vestion was upanswered until

with us as to why the delay in providing
us with information.

i encourage landholders affected by
this proposal te fully investigate the in-
formation which QWIPL is providing
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-ombv ones which ars

them, as I am sure that We are not the
tving conflict-

ing information, or no information, or

reoo
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5% Hamilton,
Fodersl,

Time to listen
1WOULD ke to present some Informa-
tion on the issue of the Travesion
Crossing dam. It affects the people in
the area so much.

So many shops are closing down be-
cause of this dam. So many people are
Iosing their homes for the stupld dam.

Why doesn’t Peter Besttie and the
State Government start listening to the

people who don't want this gmg and
why can't the people of Brighane start
saving thelr own waler.

Shannon Morgan,
SOSE student, Bympie State High School.
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