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2nd April 2007 
 
 
The Chairman 
Travaston Crossing Dam Senate Enquiry 
Fax 02 6277 5811 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern 
 
We are the owner operators of a 280 acre dairy farm which is situated to the north of 
Gympie and the dam site. 
 
As owners of a 100 megalitre water licence which allows us to pump from the Mary 
River (sourced from Borumba Dam), we have grave concerns about our continuity of 
water supply for irrigation purposes.  Given that there is an increasing demand on 
the amount of water that is stored at Borumba, we are fully aware that a water 
storage facility in the Mary Valley area is an absolute necessity.  However, it is our 
view, and indeed the view of many people in the area, that the proposed site at 
Traveston Crossing is highly unsuitable for this type of facility. 
 
The Mary Valley has alluvial soil which has been washed down from the mountains 
over many years.  This soil is a porous type soil that is many metres deep.  There 
are a myriad of known and unknown underground streams that run through the 
valley in various directions.  It is our view that with a considerable weight of water 
placed at the proposed Traveston Crossing site, it would not take long for the water 
to seep through into these underground streams and virtually siphon out into the 
unknown.  
 
Having lived and worked in the Mary Valley for a good number of years and seen 
many floods and the effects of them, we would very much doubt that a dam structure 
at the site proposed by the State Government could successfully achieve the 
purpose that they are attempting to do. 
 
We believe that the proposal put forward to the State Government by Mr Ron 
McMah of increasing the capacity of the existing Borumba Dam is the only proposal 
that the State Government should be considering for the following reasons: 
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• We understand the State Government already owns the land that would be 
inundated in the event of increasing the capacity of Borumba Dam.  [The 
State Premier has already toured this alternative site with Mr McMah]. 

 
• There would be no encroachment into people’s lives. 
 
• There would be no need to purchase additional land, as the State 

Government is in the process of doing for the proposed Traveston Crossing 
Dam. 

 
• There would no trauma or torment to residents in the Mary Valley. 

 
• There would be no need to rebuild existing infrastructure i.e. roads, rail lines, 

electricity lines, power sub stations and schools. 
 
•  It would pose a far less number of concerns on environmental issues. 
 
• The dairy industry has been a large part of the Mary Valley’s history.  There 

are a number of sites, both known and unknown, where arsenic concentrate 
cattle tick sprays and dips have been used.  We now know the dangers of 
using this particular chemical.  To knowingly use the proposed Traveston 
Crossing Dam site for water storage, that is contaminated in this way, 
especially in today’s enlightened society, would be criminally negligent.     

 
The Mary Valley has a distinctive natural beauty all of its own, from rugged mountain 
bluffs and rain forest, to rolling green pastures.  It is a highly productive area.  

 
At its fullest it is said that the proposed Traveston Crossing dam would only have an 
average depth of about 5 metres.  This is without taking into account the high level 
of evaporation typical of a large body of shallow water and also seepage associated 
with being built in a valley of alluvial soil type. 
 
In view of these facts it would be a shameful indictment in this day and age, if we 
were to ruin the Mary Valley, creating a stinking, boggy expanse of mud flats dotted 
with shallow ponds of mosquito infested stagnant water.  It would turn the area into a 
place where no one would want to visit. 
 
Over the last 12 months, the area’s major newspaper has done an excellent job of 
keeping us informed with the latest developments on the issues concerning the 
proposed Traveston Crossing dam site. 
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Two of the recent articles are attached for your perusal. 
 
The first one is dated 9/2/07, concerning revelation that the dam siting was politically 
motivated.   
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The second article dated 28/3/07 titled Cattle Deaths “Hush Money”. 
 

.  
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All in all, throughout this whole period of time, the State Government has appeared 
to conduct its self in a secretive, bombastic and untrustworthy fashion; with 
statements like “We will build this Dam whether it is feasible or not!” 
 
All without complete environmental and other essential studies being undertaken 
first! 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
J & R Schroder 
 
John & Rosalind Schroder 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




