
 

 

 

The Senate 
 

 

 

 

Standing Committee on  
Rural and Regional Affairs  
and Transport  

Options for additional water supplies 
for South East Queensland  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 August 2007 
 
 
 
 
 



ii 

 
© Commonwealth of Australia 

ISBN 978-0-642-71826-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document was prepared by the Senate Standing Committee on Rural and Regional 
Affairs and Transport, and printed by the Senate Printing Unit, Department of the 
Senate, Parliament House, Canberra. 



 

iii 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE 
Members 

Senator the Hon. Bill Heffernan 
Senator Rachel Siewert 
Senator John Hogg 
Senator Barnaby Joyce 

LP, New South Wales 
AG, Western Australia 
ALP, Queensland 
NATS, Queensland 

Chair 
Deputy Chair 

Senator the Hon Ian Macdonald LP, Queensland  

Senator Claire Moore ALP, Queensland  

Senator Kerry O’Brien ALP, Tasmania  
Senator Russell Trood LP, Queensland  
 
 
 
Participating Members involved in the inquiry 
 
Senator Andrew Bartlett 
Senator the Hon Ronald Boswell    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AD, Queensland 
NATS, Queensland 
 

 

Committee Secretariat 
Ms Jeanette Radcliffe, Secretary 
Ms Kerrie Martain, Principal Research Officer 
Ms Trish Carling, Senior Research Officer 
Ms Rosalind McMahon, Executive Assistant 
 

Parliament House, Canberra 
Telephone: (02) 6277 3511 
Facsimile (02) 6277 5811 
 
Internet: www.aph.gov.au/senate
Email: rrat.sen@aph.gov.au

http://www.aph.gov.au/senate
mailto:rrat.sen@aph.gov.au


 

iv 

 



  

 

Table of contents 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE...................................................... iii 

Abbreviations .....................................................................................................ix 

Recommendations .............................................................................................13 

Chapter 1 .............................................................................................................1 

Introduction ..............................................................................................................1 

Terms of reference..................................................................................................1 

Conduct of the inquiry............................................................................................1 

Scope of the inquiry................................................................................................1 

The committee's report ...........................................................................................2 

Acknowledgement ..................................................................................................2 

Note on references ..................................................................................................3 

Chapter 2 .............................................................................................................5 

South East Queensland ............................................................................................5 

Introduction ............................................................................................................5 

Queensland Government ........................................................................................9 

Conclusion ............................................................................................................14 

Chapter 3 ...........................................................................................................15 

Traveston Crossing Dam and Wyaralong Dam...................................................15 

Proposed Traveston Crossing Dam ......................................................................15 

Proposed Wyaralong Dam....................................................................................27 

Conclusion ............................................................................................................32 

Chapter 4 ...........................................................................................................33 

Social impacts..........................................................................................................33 

Community engagement and consultation ...........................................................34 



Support for the community...................................................................................41 

Land acquisition ...................................................................................................43 

Impact on business ...............................................................................................49 

Conclusion ............................................................................................................52 

Chapter 5 ...........................................................................................................53 

Environmental Issues .............................................................................................53 

The assessment and approval process under the EPBC Act ................................53 

Key environmental issues.....................................................................................62 

Natural Resource Management in Burnett-Mary Region.....................................72 

Bilateral agreements .............................................................................................73 

Conclusion ............................................................................................................80 

Chapter 6 ...........................................................................................................83 

Other Alternatives ..................................................................................................83 

The need for a new source of water supply..........................................................83 

Raising the Borumba Dam ...................................................................................85 

Transferring water from the NSW Northern Rivers region .................................86 

Rainwater tanks ....................................................................................................89 

Recycled Water.....................................................................................................92 

Conclusion ............................................................................................................94 

Chapter 7 ...........................................................................................................95 

Committee comments.............................................................................................95 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY SENATORS IAN MACDONALD, 
RUSSELL TROOD, BARNABY JOYCE AND RON BOSWELL .............99 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY THE AUSTRALIAN GREENS ..........103 

Social Impacts ....................................................................................................104 

Environmental Impacts.......................................................................................105 

Northern NSW Rivers ........................................................................................106 

 



 7 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY SENATOR ANDREW BARTLETT ..109 

Environmental sustainability ..............................................................................110 

Economic viability..............................................................................................112 

Appendix 1 .......................................................................................................115 

List of Submissions ...............................................................................................115 

Appendix 2 .......................................................................................................125 

Witnesses who appeared before the Committee................................................125 

at the Public Hearings ..........................................................................................125 

Appendix 3 .......................................................................................................129 

Documents referred to in this report ..................................................................129 

Appendix 4 .......................................................................................................131 

Bulk Water Supply Infrastructure Program Initiatives...................................131 

Appendix 5 .......................................................................................................135 

Environmental Assessment Process under EPBC Act......................................135 

Appendix 6 .......................................................................................................137 

Listed Threatened Species ...................................................................................137 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




