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TO: Committee Secretary, Roxanne Leguen, Senate Regional Affairs and Transpm%
Commitice, Departiment of Senate, Parliament House, Canberra, ACT, 2600.

FROM: Laurence Jones, 5 Boorook 8¢, Buddina, 4575, Sunshine Coast,
Queensiand. :
DATE: 29™ Jan 2006.

MOB: 0404051055

PHONE / FAX: {07)54441938

Dear Roxanne Leguen,
Could you please attach this information to my recent Submission

because it is highly relevant.

The enclosed articles, © Tumbull Hoses Down Recycled Effluent Fears’ { The Courter
Mail}, ‘Weather Channel Water Debate To Screen Today’ {The Chronicle}and “The
Who's Who of Political Donors-2004/5, also {The Courier Mail}, appeared shortly afier
1 posted my submission to the Committee in relation to the Federal Government’s
strategy to force the introduction of treated sewage effluent sourced from industry,
homes, abattoirs and hospitals,{ a world first}, directly inte Australia’s drinking water

supply mains,

Macquarie Bank donations 2004-3:

= # 340-000 to the ALP {National},
# $9000 to the ALP {Qld},
# $57, 200 to the Liberal Party  {National},
# $27000 to the Liberal Party {Qld},
# $10, 250 to the MNational Party  {National}
# 52900 1o the National Party {Qld}.

Macguarie Bank is a shaveholder in Services Sydney { Radical Water Credit Idea - SMH
7% Aug 2003}, the company that wants to introduce treated sewage effluent directly into
Sydney’s drinking water supply mains. Macquarie Bank carried out the ‘feasibility study
with Connell Wagner, jointly for Services Sydney and Sydney Water. Services Sydney’s
Apphcation to the NCC states:-

* No significant impediments or flaws have been ldentified, There are significant
potential benefits for Sydney Water from each of the system elemenis across all of the
fechnical, environmental, social, regulatory and project financing aspects™.

Subsequent to the release of the Study, Sydney Water terminated the Heads of
Agreement.

Macquarie Bank is inveived in the proposed Desalination Plant in Sydney. The company
has a two way bet on either the introduction of potable reuse or desalination, but has NC
interest in dams to supply urban areas.
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Federally, Liberal, National and Labor Parties support potable reuse, while in Qld Labor
has been driving the strategy since 1994 to force its introduction through CIRM. The
Peter Beattie Government supports Toowoomba Council’s proposal to reuse treated
sewage effluent for drinking purposes.

Macquarie Bank, through Macquarie Infrastructure bas the most to benefit when
Australia’s $80 billion of water and wastewater infrastructure is privatized. The National
Competition Policy — Council, was instrumental in achteving that objective through the
Federal Government’s strategy to condemn dams and ocean outfalls in order to force the
introduction of treated sewage effluent directly into the community’s drinking water
mains.

I believe that the articles and my response should be attached to my submission, because
of Malcolm Turnbull, an outspoken proponent of potable reuse, promotion to the position
of Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister and adviser on water policy.

His statement in the article that “Australian towns and cities will be forced to use
recycled water for drinking in the future”, leaves no doubt that a sirategy does exist to
force its introduction. This will happen, not because of clitnatic changes, as Malcolm
states, but because of the failure of all three Jevels of government to build more dams
over the past 16 year peried.

Furthermore, the decision to use treated sewage effluent for drinking purposes is not, as
- Malcolm states, a decision for each local community. Clearly, the decision to introduce
this concept at Toowoomba in 2005 was made by the Toowoomba Council with support
from Federal, State and Local politicians. As with Caboolture in 1996 the council made
the decision to introduce direct potable reuse and informed the community afier the fact.

FOX WEATHER CHANNEL:

[ have just viewed the Fox Weather Channel’s program which gave viewers the chance to
vote for or against desalination and have already faxed a complaint to the channel for
what [ believe was a misleading and deceitful program. One that progressed the Federal
Government’s strategy to force the introduction of potable reuse.

First, viewers were unaware that a vote against desalination was in fact a vote in favor of
drinking treated sewage effluent. The program continually stated that the intentions were
for non potable reuse { Water recyeling}.

Second, Jeff Angel, Total Environment Center was instrumental in 1994 in including
conditions in the Special Sydney Water Corporation Act and license that forced Sydney
Water to plan to introduce treated sewage effluent into Warrangamba Dam for Planned
Indirect Potable Reuse by 2010. He spoke on the Program.

Third, one of the three experts on the panel promoting desalination had a distinct conflict
of interest in that he was also involved in water recycling for drinking purposes.
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Fouwr, the Director of Services Sydncy, the company that intends introducing treated

sewage effluent into Sydney’s drinking water supply mains was also present but failed to
inform viewers of his company’s intentions.

Above, 15 only a part of my complaint.
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