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Tuesday 23rd march 2004-03-23

The Secretariat

Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Committee

Room SG.62,

Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Senators,

IMPORTATION of FRESH BANANAS from the PHILIPPINES.

I went in the rally in Cairns recently, local leaders of our community passed out some very disturbing information.


In June last year, John Howard went to the Philippines and spoke with the President there. He promised that the Philippines would be able to send Bananas, Pineapples and other fruit to Australia under relaxed Quarantine Rules This was front-page news in the Straits and Philippines Newspapers. Trade, Coal for Fruit…

In 2001-2  Black Sigatoka was discovered in a plantation of Bananas in the Daintree. The Federal Department of Agriculture, in conjunction with all states and territories, decreed that Queensland Bananas would be quarantined until the Black Sigatoka was eradicated…….. This cost Queensland Growers millions of dollars in trade.

The Department of Agriculture said the disease was not only carried in the leaf of the Banana but also systemic in the plant.  Whole Plantations had to be destroyed.

The latest report of the Bio Risk Assessment Panel says they would allow Philippine Bananas infected with Black Sigatoka, because it was only a “leave disease” and couldn’t be spread by fruit.  

Someone has his or her facts wrong.

Is there a case for litigation against the BioSecurity Panel by Queensland Growers for the loss of their trade!

WHAT BioSecurity SAYS ABOUT ALLOWING IMPORTS..

UNRESTRICTED ENTRY

To ports where no Banana Plantations exist.  

Would that be Melbourne?

To guarantee that the product stayed in Melbourne the Government has to implement the Quarantine Act and prohibit the carrying of all products by Land, Sea and Air out of that Port.  That requires a plethora of inspectors and an impost on travellers within this country that we did away with 30 years ago.  

The Government says the importer has to pay for any cost to the Australian Taxpayer, will the importers be contributing to this cost?
TO OTHER PORTS

Following appropriate treatment of the product to render the product “nearly” risk free. Gassing with Methyl Bromide, Soaking in Chemicals, Irradiation.

1. Methyl Bromide is effective and must be used at the point of departure.  Not in Australia. That way it will be the Northern Hemisphere that suffers Ozone Depletion.

2. Chemical soaking, of any genre, is not effective in getting to the heart of the fruit.

3. Irradiation. To penetrate to the heart of the fruit, the required irradiation kills everything and renders the fruit sterile and useless as a nutritional source.

(In any case all fruit should be tagged and the Public informed of chemicals used in treating the product and their point of origin. To not do so invokes a neglect of duty of care and could see Public Liability class actions that makes 911 look like a picnic.)

The importer, or wholesaler has to pay for ALL the quarantine cost measures.  

As the whole process has to be risk managed from the plantation to the retailer, and afterwards for the proper disposal of skins etc, several questions arise as to how the cost will be calculated.   

How does the Department propose to CALCULATE the COST

1. Of inspection on site at the Plantation in the Philippines.

2. On site at the packing shed.

3. Through to the consignment.

4. At Port of entry to inspect the produce in Australia.

5. At the retail level to inform the consumer of what treatment has been used.

6. After the retail to police the Quarantine Act from unrestricted Ports.

7. The cost of destroying suspect produce.

Considering that companies can go Bankrupt at the drop of a hat, and that the fluctuation of the AU$ guarantees a continual risk for any importer, Australia should seek a guarantee that outstanding cost estimates will be paid IN FULL and up front.

TERRORISM by IMPORTS.

Once the gate is opened there will be a real threat of sabotage and terrorism by deliberate inoculation of our crops by unscrupulous importers.  

(There was a case in Victoria where the NZ Importers pointed to a tree in a Botanical Garden that they claimed had Apple Fire Blight, therefore, let our apples in.)  The reason being, that once we have the disease in Australia, there is no excuse to prevent a flood of the product from ANY country with the same diseases.  

It will be almost impossible to prove the disease did not come in via a legitimate consignment.

PRISTINE RAINFOREST.

North Queensland has the most pristine Rainforest in the world, protected by National Parks and World Heritage Listings.  Several of the diseases identified by BIOSECURITY, once established in Australia would compromise our Rainforests. There are wild bananas throughout the forest that would quickly spread the disease to other Flora.

It seems to me we have a saying: 

“If it aint broke, why fix it” 

Here is mine.

“We aint got the diseases, why risk it?”
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