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More than 5.8 million animals are used each year for research
purpbses in Australia according to the latest statistics
published by state authorities (table 1). This represents an
increase of 87% over the 3.1 million animals reported on in
a simffar study in 1998 (Animals Today Vol 6(1)). These
figures are incomplete as Queensland, the Australian Capital
Territory and the Northern Territory do not publish any such

statistics.

The most commonly used animals are domestic fowl which
accounted for more than 3 million animals. Second most
common are fish with 1.5 million, although fish are not
included in the statistics in Victoria. The numbers of both
fish and poultry used sach year vary extremely widely and if
they are deducted from the figures, then the total number of
animals used is 1.34 million. Other animals commonly used
In Australia include mice (515,000}, sheep (391,000), rats

{(111,000) and cattle (65,000).

NSW uses the bulk of the animals (86%) made up largely of
domestic fowl and fish. If the latter two are excluded NSW
still is the major user with 51% of the country’s total use.
Victorla is the second largest user.

What do the figures mean?
Each state and territory has different legislation governing
the use of animals for scientific purpeses. The only unifying
featire throughout Australia is the ‘Australian Code of
Fractice for the Care and Use of Animals for Scientific
Furposes' (the Code). An animal is defined by the Code as
any live non-human vertebrats, including fish, amphibians,
repliles, birds and mammals, and covers domestic animals,
purpose-brad animals, livestock and wildlife. It should be
noted that fish are not covered by all animal research
legislation. The Code defines scientific purposes as ‘all those
activities performed to acquire, develop or demonstrate
knowledge or techniques in any scientific discipline, including
activities for the purposes of teaching, field trials,
environmental studies, research, diagnosis, product testing,
and-the production of biological products’. Thus animal
research activities vary immensely in tarms of their impact
on the animals ranging from relatively benign activities such
as observation of free-living animals and the conduct of
feeding trials, to activities with major adverse ouicomes for
the animals such as major surgical interventions and lethality

testing,

Unfortunately, the way in which the data are collected and
presented in most cases provide #ittle Insight into what is
happening to the animails. The South Australian and
Tasmanian data sets are most useful in this regard with
procedures classified according to their impact on the
animals. This approach goes a considerable way towards
describing the animal weifare implications of varying forms
of animal research.
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Is the use of animals increasing or

decreasing?
Because of high variability in numbers of some species of
animals (particularly fish and domestic fow!) used from year
fo year, any trends in animal use may be masked. Howaver,
when numbers of fish and fowl are deducted, the current
number of animals (1.34 million) is stilt well up on the 1598
total of 885,000 animals.

The increase has occurred across most species with
increases in the number of mice, rabbits, cats, dogs, sheep
caitle, pigs, horses, native mammals, primates, reptiles and
amphibians. Only the numbers of rats, guinea pigs, and
fish have decreased.

Many of the changes have been relatively small, especially
in the area of laboratory animals suggesting the use of such
animals is relatively stable over time, In contrast, both sheep
and cattle use has more than doubled. A major increase in
the number of native mammals being used has also
oceurred, especially in New South Wales.

Adlonger term perspective on trends is available if figuras
for mice usage in Victoria are studied. Mice provide a good
insight into.levels of animal research as they are the ‘multi-
purpose’ research animal. Data since the early 1980s show
little change in numbers of animals used despite the
increasing reliance on transgenic mice and other purpose
bred speciality lines of mice (figure 1).

No. of Mice
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Figure 1
The number of mice used for research in Victoria appears

to have changed little since the early 1980s. The 1994 figure
represents a period of six months when recording changed
from a financial yesar basis to calendar vear.




Why bother with animal use statistics?
Under the present system, the statistics alone provide little
more than gross indicators of the extent of animal use for
research purposes. The lack of information regarding the
impact on the animals Is the greatest shortcoming of the
available figures. This is compounded by the fact that
Queensland and the two territories don’t even provide any
figures at all.

The users of animals must be accountable to the broader
community. How can the community be satisfied with the
way in which institutional ethics committees are working if
there is nat clear evidencs that the numbers of animals being
used for research are being minimised and that the impact
an the animals is being reduced? Only the timely provision
of accurate, consistent statistics can provide the answers.

A national approach
it seems that at the nationai level, there is agresment to
disagree on how fo get some meaning and uniformity into

this matter and that each jurisdiction is going fo confinue to
coliect data according to its own definitions and criteria.

Because of this, it is now obvious that a decision must be
made that the Code of Practice should mandate the
collection and publication of a uniform set of statistics on
the use of animals in research. The extension of & system
for recording and presenting statistics similar to that used
in South Australia and Tasmania is strongly supported. its
implementation by all states and territories is long overdue.

What vou can do
If your state collects stafistics on animals used in research
ask the refevant Department for a copy of the figures and
provide feedback on what you see as the deficiencies of
the reports. If your state or territory does not produce the
statistics, write and request that they collect and publis
meaningful data on animals used for research.

1139 __ 6,819
17 87,342 . 100543 - 5839640
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