14th March 2003.

The Secretariat.

Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Committee.

Room SG.62,

Parliament House,

CANBERRA.  ACT.  2600.

Dear Sir/Madam,

RE:  Rural Water Resource Usage.

Unfortunately we have only, in the last three days, become aware of the Senate inquiry into Rural Water Resource Usage and only today (14th March) had the opportunity to put this brief submission together. As a result we wish to submit the following submission as a joint submission from

a) Cherry Growers of Australia Inc, and

b) Apple and Pear Growers of South Australia Inc.

Cherry Growers of Australia is the industry organisation representing some 650 cherry growers across the six states of Australia. The Industry has an estimated farm gate value of $60 million.

Apple and Pear Growers Association of South Australia is the industry organisation representing some 125 growers within South Australia. The industry has an estimated farm gate value of $40 million.

a) REQUIREMENTS.

Cherry, apple and pear production around Australia is reliant on water, either natural rainfall or supplementary irrigation. The lack of water, as in a drought year like 2002 can create problems not only for the 2002/2003 crop but for some years into the future. In a drought situation the lack of water can result in poor tree structure, bud development and fruit set in future years.

These industries are producing fresh fruit, which is supplied to domestic and international markets. The ongoing production is very much dependent on having sufficient water to carry a high quality crop through the harvest. If quality is reduced due to insufficient water then the product will certainly not compete on the international markets.

b) WATER USAGE.

Over the years the industry has worked hard to promote the effective and efficient use of water for production. Growers have become good conservers of water being acutely aware as to what water they have available and how best to use it to ensure the highest quality fruit at the point of harvest.

The Horticulture industry is about growing profitable crops through the efficient use of water.

To further enhance water efficiency support by Government and/or the Catchment networks for the wider installation and use of water monitoring systems by industry would be most beneficial.

c) COMMUNITY RESPONSIBILITIES.

While industry is developing and expanding sound water policies for the Horticulture industry there also needs to be policies and/or positions relating to the use of water by other members of the community eg., urban water users. The concept of each home being water self sufficient through the installation and use of rain water tanks; dual water systems in homes; use of grey water on gardens; improper watering of road verges, etc must be come part of a broad water platform. Industry must improve its advocacy in the public arena to redirect the criticism from Horticulture to other in-efficient water users. In addition, we must tell the community about the good work the industry is undertaking or will undertake in the future.

d) COMPENSATION.

The issue of compensation for any water rights lost by horticultural operations, as a result of any water allocations/re-allocations is most important for the industry. Much is talked about with regards allocating water for the environment but if this comes as a result of losses of allocation to irrigators there must be some compensation to the irrigator.

The area of compensation is one that industry must fight very hard for, particularly in light of the concept of the ‘triple bottom line’ philosophy promoted by Government and the bureaucracy.

e) CROP REQUIREMENTS.

In relation to crop requirements, industry needs to better know what quantity of water is required to take a crop to the best possible quality at the appropriate harvest time. We have worked with some growers (apples/stonefruit) that have received allocations well below that required to take their crop to harvest. They now face a difficult time of trying to source more water (this is difficult given the available water is already over allocated) or become a non-viable and unsustainable business.

When arguing for fair and appropriate water allocation (in mega-litres per hectare) industry requires good scientifically based data. Often this data is not available and some work is required in establishing this information. Support for further Research and Development in this area is essential.

f) ALTERNATIVE WATER SOURCES.

The Horticulture Industry needs to look very closely as to how it can develop a program of utilizing recycled water. There has been a substantial amount of work conducted on the Northern Adelaide Plains and the model is available for adoption in other regions. While some regions might not have access to recycled water there are many that do. The Horticulture Industry would like to take a pro-active approach to this aspect and work with the Government and the community to establish more self–sufficient programs.

g) ENVIRONMENTAL AND NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT.

Environmental Management Systems and Natural Resource Management issues are essential in maintaining sustainable horticultural industries. The Adelaide Hills apple, pear, cherry and grape industries have taken a pro-active approach to these issues by submitting a full proposal to AFFA seeking funding of a pilot EMS project. If this group is successful then the project could represent a model for other catchment areas around Australia and for the horticultural industry in general. The important aspect of this project is to place qualified people on the ground to work one-on-one with growers to implement good water and environmental systems. Support of this process now and in the future by Government is essential.

Again we would indicate that this submission has been put together in a very short period of time and does not cover all of the relevant issues. As a result we would seek the opportunity to

a) make a formal presentation to the Senate committee, and/or

b) submit a more detailed document sometime in the future.

If you require any further information please phone 08 8349 4556.

Thanking you in anticipation.

Trevor M Ranford.  B.Sc., Dip MP (AIMSA)

Secretary

Cherry Growers of Australia Inc

And

General Manager 

Apple & Pear Growers Association of South Australia Inc.

