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 Hodgsons/Horseshoe

 Landcare  Group

SUBMISSION BY:-  
HODGSONS/HORSESHOE LANDCARE GROUP,           NORTH EAST VICTORIA. 

TO:-
THE SENATE RURAL AND REGIONAL AFFAIRS AND TRANSPORT REFERENCES COMMITTEE 

1 The Hodgsons and Horseshoe Creeks Landcare Group welcome the initiative of a Senate Committee inquiry into Rural Water Resource Usage. The Group would request that the Senate Committee consider a holding a sitting day in Wangaratta to enable increased participation and involvement in the process.

2
A Federal approach to address the complexity of water issues facing Australia in the 21st Century is clearly needed.

3       The Farm Dams Issues.

The Baxter Report identified the right for landholders to harvest rain falling on their land. The report recommended that storage of 10% of the flow represented an equitable amount to be stored by private landholders and used for commercial irrigation purposes as well as stock and domestic supply. 

The group believes the Baxter Report is a far more equitable solution than the present legislation.

4
Definition of Watercourses.                                                                                     The Group requests consistency in judgements for construction of private dams on waterways.  

The current definition of a watercourse allows the inclusion of depressions, erosion gullys caused by inappropriate land management such as overgrazing and constructed drains in low lying areas to be defined as a watercourse. The current complexity of definition of a watercourse is such that the Group feels this topic should be revisited for consideration of dam construction

The group believe a watercourse should be defined as a named stream or creek.

The Group strongly holds the belief that dams should not be constructed on watercourses when the applicant is able to secure, through financial means of purchase of Water Entitlements, a permit to construct a dam for irrigation or other commercial purposes that would disadvantage downstream landholders.

5  Loss of Security of Water Entitlements                                                                     As little as fifty years ago landholders on the Ovens River and Hodgsons Creek purchased river frontage properties with the expectation of unrestricted use of water for irrigation. This expectation was reflected in the purchase price paid for the holdings. Implementation of restriction of the area permitted to be irrigated designated by a specific licensed hectarage was followed by Water Entitlements as megalitres Water Rights. Introduction of Temporary and Permanent Transfer of Water Entitlements is seen as having encouraged resurrection of sleeping user rights. The sale of previously un-used water entitlements has lead to the recognition of the over allocation of water. There is concern that landholders in the North East may have their current water entitlements further compromised in order to secure water for downstream users or for environmental flows.

6
Economic and Community Considerations.                                                   Land values in the Goulbourn/Broken and Murray irrigation districts have increased over time primarily due to development of irrigation farming enterprises and associated infrastructure. Increased opportunities for employment have resulted enabling younger members of farming families to remain within their communities. Any additional loss of water from the upper catchments will result in reduced development of orchards, vineyards and additional farming enterprises leading to reduction of opportunity for related service industries for processing, have a negative impact on employment opportunities and the health and well being of the wider community.

7
Environmental Considerations.                                                                                       

Development of irrigation districts in low rainfall areas with soil types  unsuited to these management regimes has resulted in rising groundwater tables and associated salinity. The use of water in the upper catchments where it naturally falls is seen as a more sustainable practice, in particular in light of adoption of low pressure and drip irrigation techniques currently being implemented by landholders. Environmental advantages include more effecient water use, reduction of accession to groundwater and reduction of transmission losses in supply of water to downstream users. 
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