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The submission structure formate has addressed the Terms of Reference. 

The Terms of Reference are:

1. Current rural industry based water resource usage;

2. Options for optimising water resource usage for sustainable agriculture;

3. Other matters of relevance that the committee may wish to inquire into and comment on that may arise during the course of the inquiry, including the findings and recommendations from other inquiries relevant to any of the issues in these terms of reference.

4. The Committee to make its report to the Senate on this matter by the last sitting day in 2003. 
Signed by 
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James Neary, 
Phone 03 5727 1327
President

Ovens Landcare Network 
13.3.2003
Please note that the views within this submission are representative of the Ovens Landcare Network committee and not necessarily its 20 Landcare Group members.

The Ovens Catchment is situated in the upper Murray River catchment and is an integral part of the Murray Darling Basin. The Ovens Catchment is part of the Upper Catchment of Upper Murray River Catchment.

1 Current rural industry based water resource usage;

1.1 The Ovens Landcare Network (OLN) encourages the senate inquiry to refer to the Australian Alpine Agri Business Forum study in relation to water usage, completed by Chris LeMarshall in 1999.  The study is called Water Resources Study and Strategy. The Australian Alpine Agri Business Forum represents the municipalities of Alpine, Delatite, Indigo and Towong Shire and Rural City of Wangaratta and City of Wodonga. 
1.2 Murray Goulburn Water may have statistics.
1.3  Water Licences may be another avenue for sourcing information on water based usage.
2 Options for optimising water resource usage for sustainable agriculture;
Sustainable agriculture requires sensitivity between production matched to land capability, social and environmental consideration.
Overall Perspective, Community Engagement, Appropriate Structures, Community Education, research, Economic Modelling, Land Capacity, Evaluation and Reflection.  

2.1 Overall Perspective

   
2.1.1 OLN committee largely supports the Wentworth report, yet seeks 
clarification on some of the points outlined.


2.1.2 OLN committee supports a senate rural water usage inquiry as we 
strongly believe it is a state and national issue. Crisis precipitates change 
such as the current drought, but a commitment to long term change is 
essential which requires political fortitude. The review of water usage must be 
flexible yet set clear direction thus accommodating natural resource 

management changing processes. 


2.1.3 The Ovens Catchment is part of the Upper Murray Catchment. The 


Upper Murray Catchment producers 38% of the Murray Darling Basin 

water, it is there for essential that the communities are part of 


community consultation processes in relation to water usage. 


Consultation must be equable across the Murray Darling Catchment to 

glean a balanced view from all water users.
Debate at a local, regional, catchment and basin perspective is particularly important as practical ecological sustainability is largely an unknown picture. To this end, dialogue and community engagement of rural water usage issues at a local and regional area within a basin perspective is essential. 
2.1.4 OLN committee supports the Wentworth Groups suggestion to clarify water property rights and the obligations with those rights to give farmers some certainty and to enable water to be recovered for the environment. 
2.2 Land Capability
2.2.1 Land capability may be considered as a better tool to drive water usage decision making processes as opposed to technical solutions. To this end it could be argued that the ecology in the Upper Catchment is better suited to high water use than lower in the catchment, as seen by the current resulting issues of high water tables and salinity issues. 
2.3    Economics

2.3.1 Economics appear to drive systems. The OLN strongly supports decisions made from a triple bottom line: social, economic and environment. 

2.3.2 The OLN committee supports the Wentworth Group suggestion that Australians need to think about paying farmers for environmental services eg clean water, fresh air and healthy soils. There are many ways of achieving this but to meet landholder needs it must be a transparent and simple process. 
2.3.3 Compensation for farmers and local communities must be considered as production and social systems have been built around historical processes and knowledge at the time. Changing land management perspectives, economic structures and tightening of water usage regulations indicate that in the future compensation may be appropriate.
2.3.4 OLN committee supports the Wentworth Group suggestion that in the longer term to incorporate into the cost of food, fibre and water the hidden subsidies that are currently borne for the environment. This will assist farmers to farm sustainably and profitably in Australia. 
2.4 History
2.4.1 Local farming systems and primary production has been based on historical economic and social structures where farmers have been sold above allocated water. If government is selling more water to down stream farmers and they want increased environmental flows then disadvantaged farmers are to be compensated as production systems are developed around historical processes. 
The OLN committee is concerned with the changing ownership of water authorities from government to private ownership as it changes the ethics of water use as decisions are then being made on an economic base and not on what is sustainable. Eg Lake Eildon was built for a smaller production area than it currently services. 

2.5 Infrastructure

2.5.1 Improving the infrastructure of water delivery to appropriate land with 
the appropriate capability.

2.6 Production

2.6.1  Diversification of agricultural production in the Upper Catchment of Murray Darling Basin to higher value crops such as horticulture (vegetable, fruits, nuts), where there is likely to be less environmental degradation with appropriate irrigation systems than lower in the catchment.
      2.6.2  Enhance the efficiency and economic base of primary production. 

2.7 Interesting Points
2.7.1 High evaporation occurs during transportation of water down stream to an area that has limited land capability to handle the changing hydrological processes. This process must be questioned, despite significant research and development of alternative irrigation systems. OLN understands that in the Upper Catchment 3 mega litres released from a farm dam means 3 mega litres is used for primary production as opposed to 3 mega litres released and 1 mega litre used down stream due to evaporation loss.
2.8 Change Processes

2.8.1  To bring about change some tried and true processes have had some success, these include community engagement in the issues, economic structures, engineering solutions, legislation, understanding, penalties. The point here is that a community education works and must be a strong emphasis across all sectors of a community.
Waste Wise Community Education is successfully cutting waste to landfill in organisations, eg primary school of 300 students in the Ovens Catchment has reduced their waste by 90%. Good programs change behaviours and would significantly reduce urban water consumption. Contact Steve Malcolm, EcoRecycle Victoria, Melbourne.

2.9 Research
2.9.1 Local and regional hydrological plans driving catchment based information and strategies is strongly recommended, thus ensuring local ownership and implementation of rural and urban sustainability. 

3. Other matters of relevance that the committee may wish to inquire into and comment on that may arise during the course of the inquiry, including the findings and recommendations from other inquiries relevant to any of the issues in these terms of reference.
· Baxter Report, 1998, 

· Australian Alpine Agri Business Forum, water resource usage research, (JH checking correct name of title) completed by Chris Le Marshalle.  The Alpine Agri Business Forum represents of the municipalities of Alpine, Delatite, Indigo and Towong Shire and Rural City of Wangaratta and City of Wodonga. 

· Community Education: contact Steve Malcolm, EcoRecycle Victoria, Melbourne.

· Ovens Basin Water Quality Strategy, An Action Plan within the North East Regional Catchment Strategy, May 2000.

4. The Committee to make its report to the Senate on this matter by the last sitting day in 2003. 
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