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TG and FL. Reed Mall Service 192

Dalby. Qid. 4405,

5 February, 2004

Mr Geolf Dawson
Acting Secretary
Senate Rural and Regionat Affaim and Transport Commitiees

5G 82 Parlament House
Canbarra, ACT. 2500

Att. The Benate Commitiee Re. The inquiry into the Import Risk Analysis for Pig Meat
Following is our response 1 the draftIRA for the irmport of pig meat into Australia.

» Safeguarding the exsiing health status of the Australlan domestic and export pork industry Is
paramount. As Australian citizens we do not have the rightfo dilute this standard in any way,

s Any breakdown in our current health status would have encrmous ramifications on an already
struggling industry. We continually feal the effects of drought and lack of access to feed grain

atworld party prices.

*  Any breakdown In our cument heaith status would cause damage to Us a8 suppliers to the
huge food bowi of South East Asia. As proven, this market is now being developed,

s PMWS - We have concemns regarding the cooking time and temperatures outlined in the IRA.
The time not being sufficisnt o minimize dissase nsks.

+ PRRS - Cocking off shore should ba the only acceptable method to minimize risk. This would
then ensurs that thare would be no transmisaion of this disease within Australia.

s Cooking on cur shore provides no buffer zone st all,
» Potsatial aconomic impactwould be massive.

“ Tolally destroy our clean green imags
¥ Tolally destroy our marginai competitve edge
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s Already proven and recognised as a dieaster s the mevamant of imported pork within
Australian shorea, Wa refer to a trucking accident on the North Coastof NSWsome fime ago.
Whiist we do not agree with road transport of the pork in Australia, it has fo be, then kshould
be processed within a very conservative radius of port. Our thaught would be %0 kms
msdmum.

+ This whole IRA if acceptad, has the potential to allow larger quantities of pork to be imported
and remember, the larger the quantity — the larger the risk,

e Finafly, we dont aliow our children to play with loaded guns so why, as adults, can we
consider the actions discussed. You are playing with a loaded gunl!

s  Meat production across the world continues gxperience new and exsting diseases In new
arsas. Thie alena sholid be enough Information to kaep our doors as closed as we poasibly
¢ in the natonal intersst of Auetralia,

o We would be available to attend a public hearing regarding thia topic.
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