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Submission

Background

Kentish Council is a relatively small municipality situated in the north-west of Tasmania.  It is a predominantly rural Council and community which has agriculture and horticulture as its main industries.

Large areas of the municipality are forested (principally the steep and mountainous areas) and it includes the Cradle Mountain Lake St Clair World Heritage Area.

In recent years very substantial areas of farmland have been purchased by private forestry companies and converted to plantation forestry.  This has had a large impact on the Kentish community and continues to cause significant concerns for the Council.

This submission was prepared by gathering together a group of community citizens who have an interest in this issue and workshopping the major concerns and responses to the Discussion Paper.

It has been of great concern and disappointment to this Council and community that the consultation period for this document has been so short and inadequate and that the direct involvement of local government was not sought.

Strategic Element 1 – The Policy Framework

It is acknowledged that there needs to be a strong and clear policy framework to support the plantation forestry industry.

Action 1 promulgates the investigation of infrastructure requirements.  This submission strongly urges that this issue should be significantly strengthened to also incorporate the economic impacts of infrastructure provision, particularly the costs passed on from the industry to local communities for road and bridge improvements to accommodate the heavy vehicle movements by logging traffic.  This has already had an economic impact with Council having had to replace a number of bridges “broken” by log trucks as well as undertaking extensive road improvements to adapt roads not suited to heavy vehicle traffic.  We submit that the industry should be required to participate with local government in the long term planning phase and to be a direct contributor to costs incurred through the implementation of an expansionary policy.

Council also firmly believes that the industry must be firmly controlled within the land use planning policies and framework of the municipality and that it should not have any special privileges (or discrimination) to those enjoyed by other development.  This is particularly important with regard to the overall strategic directions of the community and ensures that appropriate controls are put in place to ensure that development occurs in the most desirable locations, with proper regard for overall impacts and with appropriate conditions.

Plantation forestry must not see itself as a unique industry requiring special dispensations, including rating regimes, and must pay their own way as any other development would.

The need for the industry to work closely with local government and the community is fully supported and must be translated from a policy perspective to actuality if the desired outcomes are to be achieved.  This will lead to a situation where local communities are actually able to determine whether or not an expansion of the industry is sustainable, and to have a say in their own future.

Action 2 raises an issue which seeks an outcome of regions assisting in the coordination of strategic plantation expansion.  We submit that the definition of “region” is critical to this issue as a part of a recognised region may suffer the entire expansion and have a much greater impact at the local level than at a regional level.

Strategic Element 2 – The Regulatory Framework

Action 3 deals with State legislation covering the rights to plant, harvest and trade plantations.  This community believes that local and regional perspectives are often over-ridden by the regulatory framework and should not be allowed to do so.  Whilst we support the need for a streamlining of planning approval, this must not be at the expense of proper land use planning and an ability to regulate planting and harvesting processes.

Action 5 deals with promulgating sustainable practices for the industry.  Whilst this is seen to be a proper and desirable objective, experience with existing plantation development and management has been less than positive.

Significant deficiencies occur which have allowed plantation development which has raised the following issues:

· non recognition of infrastructure cost impacts

· non recognition of social impacts

· proliferation of weed problems

· unsatisfactory rehabilitation following harvesting

· biodiversity impacts from mono-cultures

· fire risk/prevention

· water quality and quantity impacts

· long term health and environmental concerns

· chemical usage

· external ownership- disconnectedness from community

· air pollution from burn-offs

· employment impacts

· compatibility with other uses eg organic farming, urban water supply catchments

· inappropriate scale.

Action 7 refers to complementary native vegetation legislation which complements plantation establishment.  This is seen to be an important issue which must recognise the need to protect native vegetation in areas under consideration and use for plantations.  Forestry practices must be regulated to ensure that this occurs “on the ground” as well.

Strategic Element 4 – Social and Environmental Factors

It is Kentish’s view that Action 13 should be the highest and number 1 priority of all actions included in the document.  Unless an understanding of the social, economic and environmental impacts is reached for the development of plantations in an area, all other actions will be subordinate.  The community must be clearly and “unemotionally” involved in the exercise and engagement must lead to the development of ownership of the strategic direction.  The timeframe, whilst acknowledging that this must be ongoing, should reflect an immediacy for this action.  There must also be a recognition that not all local governments and communities will necessarily see plantations as a desirable regional industry.  Kentish is supportive of the industry, but seeks a far greater input to its strategic direction, social, economic and environmental impact assessment and its scale in our area.

Actions 14 and 15 have little support as both are seen to be at odds with the reality of the impact which plantation forestry has on the environment.  We do recognise however, that some benefits (eg soil erosion amelioration) may be derived from plantations but that these are generally achieved as a by-product rather than a sought outcome and are often far outweighed by the negative impacts.

Summary

In summary, it is the view of our community that the plantation forestry industry is an important industry in our region and that it must be able to continue to expand in a strategically planned, controlled and sustainable manner.

Kentish also believes that far greater attention should be paid to engaging the community and local government in the entire process and that a stronger regulatory framework must be developed to overcome the current issues which are impacting negatively on the industry.

Particular attention must be paid to ensuring that there is an appropriate and well understood balance found between the social, environmental and economic implications of the industry and that communities are not forced to cross-subsidise the industry.

Developed by Council’s Plantation Sub-Committee, a Special Committee of Kentish Council
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