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A Livery Company of the City of London

The  Guild  of  Air  Pilots  and  Air  Navigators

Patron: HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh KG KT
Grand Master: HRH The Prince Andrew, Duke of York CVO ADC
                                             From the Australian Region Technical & Air Safety Chairman Mr Adrian Young


Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport

Legislation Committee

Attn: Mr Andrew Snedden

Committee Secretary

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

27 April 2003

Dear Mr Snedden,

RE: Civil Aviation Amendment Bill 2003

Further to your correspondence of 7 April 2003, the Guild of Air Pilots and Air Navigators (Australian Region) has reviewed the above document and have made the following observations for consideration by the Senate Committee-

1. Abolishment of CASA Board

The Guild supports the abolishment of the CASA Board and placing more control of CASA onto the Minister along with the introduction of a Chief Executive Officer who is accountable for the performance of CASA. However the Guild’s concern will be the issue of command and control within CASA and will the new structure with direct ministerial reporting mean that the Chief Executive Officer is subject to more or less political pressure from the Minister

2. Automatic stay of CASA’s decision in cases other than a serious and imminent air safety risk

The Guild supports this issue.

3. CASA’s decision to immediately suspend an authorization in cases involving a serious and imminent risk to air safety

The Guild is concerned on this point because who within CASA decides what a “serious and imminent air safety risk” will be. Will the decision come from an individual CASA Flying Operations Inspector (F.O.I) or a CASA Area Manager or will the decision be a central/head office decision made in Canberra. Another concern that the Guild raises for consideration is will the Department of Transport and Regional Services (DOTARS) or the Minister have any input into these decisions.

4. Introduction of a Demerit Point Scheme

The Guild supports the introduction of this scheme however it should be noted that CASA will need to have industry agreement on the allocation of demerit points for the programme to have creditability and consistency.

5. Protection from administrative action for voluntary reporting 

The Guild believes conceptually that this is a positive step but the “Only once in 5 year rule is too restrictive.” We believe that the aim should be to encourage self-reporting for inadvertent offences in order to track the true extent of breeches with in real operations.

6. Enforceable Voluntary Undertakings

The Guild has concerns regarding this issue as the intent is credible however it will create more problems for both CASA and industry.

7. Use of the Federal Court as an Arbitrator

The Guild believes that the use of the Federal Court as an arbitrator on an aviation matter is good in the sense of resolving legal matters however is it the best form to resolve aviation operational matters/disputes. We believe that an Aviation Tribunal should be established comprising of senior operational people with aviation knowledge determining the dispute, which may be a better, then the Federal Court.  

We would like to thank you for your allowing the Guild to respond to this Bill and look forward to giving any further assistance the committee may require.

Yours sincerely

Adrian Young

Technical and Air Safety Chairman

For and on behalf of

Captain Peter Raven

Australian Regional Chairman
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