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TERMS OF REFERENCE

Northern Prawn Fishery Amendment Management Plan 1999

The following matter be referred to the Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport
Legislation Committee for inquiry and report by 8 March 2000:

To inquire and report on the provisions of the Northern Prawn Fishery
Amendment Management Plan 1999 (no NPF 02) made under the Fisheries
Management Act 1991 and tabled in the Senate on 24 November 1999.

10 December 1999
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CONDUCT OF THE INQUIRY

On 10 December 1999, the Senate referred the provisions of the Northern Prawn
Fishery Amendment Management Plan 1999 to the Senate Rural and Regional Affairs
and Transport Legislation Committee for inquiry and report by 7 March 2000.  This
date was deferred to 8 March 2000.  The terms of reference were advertised in the
press and on the internet in December.  A total of 80 written submissions were
received by the closing date of 21 January 2000.  A list of the submissions is at
Appendix 1.

Submissions were received from a range of individuals and organisations.  In
particular, the Committee received submissions from the Australian Fisheries
Management Authority and the four industry organisations representing operators in
the Northern Prawn Fishery.  Other submissions were received from various fishing
companies and individual operators in the NPF.

The Committee also received a written submission from the CSIRO providing detailed
statistical data on the status of the northern prawn fishery.  This data was
supplemented by three technical submissions from David Sterling, Steve Eayrs and
John Wakeford, and Kim Klaka.  Finally, the Committee received a number of
submissions from individuals and organisations expressing concern at the impact of
the amendment management plan on shore based activities.

Hearings were held in Brisbane on 3 and 4 February 2000.  Oral contributions were
taken from 18 witnesses or groups of witnesses (see Appendix 2), and 135 pages of
evidence were taken.  The Hansard of the hearings is available at the Hansard site at
www.aph.gov.au.  Subsequent to the hearings, the Committee also received a number
of supplementary written submissions addressing points raised in hearings.




