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Administrative Appeals Tribunal

PRESIDENT'S CHAMBERS
The Hon Justice Garry Downes AM

19 August 2003

Mr Alistair Sands

Secretary

Senate Select Committee on Ministerial Discretion in Migration Matters
Parliament House ' '

Canberra ACT 2600

Inquiry into Ministerial Discretion in Migration Matters

I refer to your letter dated 5 August 2003 requasting statistical information in refation io
migration matters in the Administrative Appeals Tribunal.

Please find enclosed a table listing the number and type of migration matters that have
come before the Tribunal since its establishment. Also enclosed is a table listing the
number of those matters that have been affirmed or remitted. Please note, however,
that although the Tribunal was established in 1976, nc migration matters actually came
before the Tribunal untii 1984.

Unfortunately, the Tribunal does not keep information on the number or file numbers of
those cases where the Tribunal affirmed a decision of the Department of Immigration
but recommended to the Minister that he may wish to exercise his discretion in the
matter. My understanding is, however, that such cases would represent a very small
proportion of migration matters,

| trust that this information is of assistance.
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