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Appendix 4 

Correspondence with Senator Vanstone and DIMIA over 
requests for case file and other information



SUMMARY OF CASE FILE AND RELATED 
INFORMATION REQUESTED FROM DIMIA 

 
Date of request Information requested 

23 September 2003, public hearing Case files involving Mr Karim Kisrwani 
and a registered migration agent such as 
Marion Le 

16 September 2003, correspondence Case files for cases supported by the 
'top ten' sponsors in each group 
(parliamentarian and individual/ 
community organisation) 

15 October 2003, correspondence Notebooks recording telephone 
conversations kept by Mr Peter Knobel 
and other DLOs serving in  
Mr Ruddock's office 

29 October 2003, correspondence Case histories of the 17 cases referred to 
in Mr Ruddock's letter to Ms Gillard of 
16 June 2003. (Cases in which  
Mr Kisrwani was suspected to have 
made representations on behalf of a 
ministerial intervention applicant) 

11 November 2003, correspondence Case histories of cases other than the 
East Timorese cases where Mr Ruddock 
used the intervention power during his 
last week as immigration minister 

11 November 2003, correspondence Case histories of cases where  
Mr Ruddock intervened after requesting 
a full submission on a scheduled case 

17 November 2003, public hearing Repeat request for case histories where  
Mr Ruddock requested a full 
submission on a scheduled case 

18 November 2003, public hearing Information on the cases of Ibrahim 
Sammaki and Bedweny Hbeiche  

11 February 2004, correspondence Case files of four cases where  
Mr Ruddock intervened after 
representations by Mr Fahmi Hussain 

 

























SELECT COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL DISCRETION IN 
MIGRATION MATTERS 

 
Case file information requested from DIMIA 

 
 
The following represents the case file information the Committee has requested the 
department provide to the inquiry. It is organised by category or the date on which the 
information was requested and reproduces the original question where relevant. 
 
 
Question on notice from 23 September 2003 (Chair, pp.42-45): Files where Karim 
Kisrwani and Marion Le made representations.  

 
 
Will the Department provide case files for the Committee to examine that clearly 
demonstrate the correspondence and other associated processes including the contents of 
the orange briefing folders provided to the Minister? It would be particularly useful to 
obtain files involving both a registered migration agent and a non-agent, such as Karim 
Kisrwani and Marion Le.  
 
It would be helpful to see examples of: 
- Cases assessed by the department as not meeting the public interest guidelines and placed 
on a schedule 
- Cases assessed as meeting the guidelines, including the submission prepared for the 
Minister; and 
- Cases not initially referred by the department to the Minister but where the Minister has 
requested a submission. 

 
 
S2. Case histories of the 17 cases referred to in Mr Ruddock�s letter to Ms Gillard 

 
With reference to the letter from the Minister Ruddock to the Shadow Minister for 
Immigration and Aboriginal and Indigenous Affairs, 16 June 2003, please provide by 
reference to DIMIA file numbers only: 

 
(i) the RRT/MRT outcome in relation to each file; 
(ii) the outcome of the Minister�s consideration pursuant to s.351 or s.417, and the 

date of the Minister�s decision; 
(iii) an indication of whether the case at any stage was assessed by DIMIA officers as 

falling outside the Minister�s Guidelines; 
(iv) the date of such assessment; 
(v) the date on which each case was first referred to the Minister�s office, and an 

indication of whether at that stage the case was a scheduled case (assessed 
outside the Guidelines) or a full submission 

(vi) the date on which the file was the subject of a submission (other than on the 
schedule) to the Minister�s office; 



(vii) details of the requests by the Minister�s office for a submission in relation to any 
of the files, as referred to in the letter, including the date, and any documentary 
record, of such request; 

(viii) details of the date(s) and nature of the contact with Mr. Kisrwani referred to in 
the letter; and 

(ix) copies of any correspondence or other documentation evidencing such contact. 
 
 
T4.  Cases other than East Timorese cases where Minister Ruddock intervened in 
October 2003 

 
At the Legal and Constitutional Committee estimates hearing on 4 November 2003 the 
department provided figures for Mr Ruddock�s use of the s351 and s417 powers from 1 to 
6 October 2003 as 65 and 138 respectively.  From these figures can you identify how many 
cases are East Timorese.  For those which are not East Timorese can you provide an outline 
of the case history, including: 

(i) nationality of the applicant 

(ii) a timeline of the application process including processing of the ministerial 
intervention request subsequent to the review tribunal decision 

(iii) details of decisions made by departmental officials and review tribunals 

(iv) whether the case was assessed by the department as meeting the guidelines for 
ministerial intervention or placed on a schedule as outside the guidelines 

(v) details of any communication from the Minister or his office regarding the case 

(vi) names of any persons who made representations on behalf of the applicant 
 
The Committee also requests case files where representations have been made by one of 
the following: 
 

• Mr Karim Kisrwani 
• Gateway Pharmaceuticals 
• Mr Ross Cameron 
• Mr Tony Abbott 
• K C Partners 

 
 
 
T5. Cases where the Minister requested a full submission on a scheduled case.  

 

Can the department provide a list of the 105 cases where the Minister requested a full 
submission on a scheduled case, indicating which of those cases received ministerial 
intervention?  For those cases where the Minister intervened after requesting a submission, 
can the department provide a brief case history covering the points in T3? 

 
 
 



 
 
O1.  Case files for top ten sponsors in each group 

 
In addition to the approval rates for the top ten sponsors in each group, can the Department 
provide the dates on which approval was granted?  Can the Department provide the files 
for these cases? 

 
 
Question on notice from public hearing on 17 November 2003 (Senator Wong, p.12): 
Cases where the Minister has requested a full submission on a scheduled case. 
 

In respect of the files you have identified where the department has assessed them as being 
outside the ministerial guidelines and the minister has requested a full submission 
nonetheless, I am going to ask you to provide the following information: the RRT and 
MRT outcome in relation to each file; the outcome of the minister�s consideration pursuant 
to section 351 or section 417 and the date of that decision; the date of the initial assessment 
of the file as falling outside the ministerial guidelines; the date on which the full 
submission was requested; details of any persons making representations on behalf of the 
applicant�In respect of the last issue, can you also provide the date on which the third 
party representations were made. 

 
 
Individuals about whom further information was requested at public hearing on  
18 November 2003 
 

Ibrahim SAMMAKI � requested clarification of the steps leading to ministerial 
intervention in this case (Chair, Hansard pp.76-80) 
 
Bedweny HBEICHE � requested further information on the steps leading to ministerial 
intervention (Chair, Senator Wong, Hansard pp.80-90, pp.96-97) 

 
 
U. Questions about Mr Fahmi Hussain 

 
In its answers of 14 January 2004, the department reported that former Minister Ruddock 
intervened in four cases involving representations by Mr Fahmi Hussain, granting three 
visas under s351 and 1 visa under s417. 
 
Please provide the case files for those four cases. 

 
 
 
 
 









 

 

 




