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Select Committee on Mental Health :
To whom it may hopefullv concern

1 will eive the purpose for mv submission A brief summary of our expericnce. Some sneeestions on
how 1t mav be possible to improve it for others.

Having heard “He slipped through the net” so many times 1 have little option than conclude: for my
father and those like him- There was no ret There is no net! There was nn justice; there is ao justice.
No one wants 10 know, Tt is more important to cover up thar try to improve the system

More humane treatment is required for a mongrel dog than these poor people.

Hore vou can mrove me wrong?

The last thing dad said to any of his children was “There are so manv others out there from Morisset.
what about them?” We wigh to address the pirit of that last wish Heres hopine vou do too.

Ower 50 vears ago Dad was involved in an accident, Subscquently he became violent towards mum {at
the full moon] Mum ended un in hospital — was grven the cheice. sign dad over to the Master of
I wnacy “at Her Maiestv’s pleasure or permanenty lose her 5 chitdren,

Niad was senf 10 Morisset and for many vears we were activelv disconraced from visiting,

Mum repeatediv reauested dad’s skult be xraved. 1l never was On ome admission to anather hospital 3
denression in the back of his head icnoted. - Vel e tupe g ¢ lnicnl pepirsse (,/

After we had prown up some members of the family were allowed to take dad our on halidav etc.

Shortly hefare going to WA a meeting was aranged at my sister’s home: -

WE were to have a new treatment for dad explained T was told The =acial worker amived and
aficr asking a few guestions of other members of the family; spent most of the time crass questioning
me on mv plans mateves ete for going inte missionary work. Except from asking ue what we
remembered of dad f we were afraid of him. she didn’t discuss him at all Tleft the meeting with the
impression fwhich T held for the next 30 years] that it had been an effort by mv family 1o stop me from
gning to the mission and had nothing whatever to do with dad.

THAT APPFARS TQ HAVFE REEN THE ONIL Y CHANCE WE MAY [HAVE HAD OF FVER
GETTING DAD BACK.

Soon after my sister who had heen visiting dad resnlarly [2 weekly at least] arrived to find dad pone no
one wonld tell her where Fventually he was tracked down at Avmidale. We all visited him there he
was hapoy as he had his own chores and toak a pride in daine then he was 70 ar so

Pad was not allowed to attend myv weddine in 1992 nor was he 2ver allowed to attend anv other similar
“eperial family function” in alt the vears HER Majesty held him?

He again disapnearad With ne little difficultv he was apnin tracked down this time at Mittagong
[Sunshine Todee)

Tater with no assessment he was sent to Rosne! at Bandanoon It appears he was shawing clear sioms of
mental health problems prior to trangfer. Sninchine lodee told me they ware NEVER informedt that dad
or anv of those transferred with him had ever had mental health problems On dads Marisset Ble it
states that i was douhted he wonld ever be able to survive putside the hospital envirenment

Tn Sent 2000 he war admitted to Bowral hospital * After o (a1l in ap aopalling atate with a chest
infection and hypothermic” WE vigited.
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A week Yater T again visited He had been dehvdrated [while conscinus] worse than [ have ever seen f W
anvone admitted to hospital. As a registered nurse with outhack experience one does know what thev \-\\’ N
are seeing. RN
| 5. 9 R ’
Picking un hic chart T was homified to see a large holue TV overdase of Marphine ardered and signedag & )4 &r L
siven. Fspecially as the previous evening 1 had been assured he didn’t need it and definitely wontd L Vs
NOIT be given it. When challenged Dr at firet denied morphine had heen given then hlatantly altered 4, S )
the chart in front of us said “there” and walked out !L\Z\ A
™o
When challeneed about the dehydration he said dad was “old homealess with a history of mental < /

llness™ A phrase he reneated many fimes in the ensning davs sometimes adding “with no family”
We staved at dad’s bedaide till his death a week later. T can assure vou it didn’t get any better.

We are informed that what happened to dad was * acceptable medical practice™ The cvowilness L’ p -f {m o /‘j
evidence is inadmissible on the grounds we mayv have “vested steresis”

Dad was NEVER apmointed a muardian? WE can't find out when he was actually “dumped” by the
mental health system Tt appears that in the |atter vears only the “protective commizeioner” knew of his
mental health hictore, Tronic the New name for the master for lanacy is T am told the “Pratective
Cammicsiaper” SOMFE PROTECTOR. Maoriszet was a Palace commared to Rosnel

The more wi: leam the warse it gete. T have vet to encounter anyone who really wants to know let alone
cares what peonls lke dad aed their families oo thronoh. WE criticies some other culturee as
inhumane swhat we allow bv turning onr backs is T congider far worse . Because © we have the maoney
and cypertise to make it different Hone von aoree and have the will to make a difference.

It ecems to me that at presem covering up is far more important than improvine the =vstem . That isto
hureancrats at least

Dad’s case was set down for ingrest 1 times then postiwmed: now the idea 1s eancelled altogether
Every time anvene listened to us if aprears thev aither “left” or were transferred 777
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My stroosstinns:
I hoa remsieoment that ALY, mental health clients in anv sort of institutional carc be
appointed a guardian. Morisset was Buckingham palace compared to Poenct

HEE ]

That the relatives of all the neonle whn were admitted nunder “Hlor Maisgt’s

Pleasure” he farmally notified that it is now permissible 4o take enstody of thair bt if
thev so wizh. Keeping in mind that some may well not oven know amvthing

That ATT. inetinstions housing frail ased / mentally il be roouired tn have g
rosponsible merson present on the rromises 24 hes a dav oxcent mavhe for hriof
periods. and especiatly at nicht even if thev are sleeping.
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That mentallv 31l persons not ke sent out of nrea where family can’t visit snd thaose
whn have been sent broueht back

That these penple preferably he carcd for by “Not for profit or community
prognisations” o Theor OWN cOommung 7’7 ARE R

A oy prokbibiting the dehydration of anv person while conscin

1 m anv care facility
m Australia nn the orounds that 3

iz inhumane wonld he less hveoerition] Lots face it
1t iz Hegal tn de it toa doo WHY then s it ok for the Od homeless and mentalle ilt?

Reeogrition that seme mentelly il poonle “for repsons of their own safoty or that of
rthors” mavw verv lone term or cven permanent close medica! supervisian That
the Old mental health facilitics would be s ralace compared 10 what tha now hawe

Tail Street hellholes ete Boopen them hut sive the clionts the dionity of beina able
to enntribite towerds the every
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mav weH bo akle tn hold

mit i this way “ I mioht b mad hut Um not stupid or lszy o
Fery weuld neod to be actually locked up continually €
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oatside iobs if thev had repular supervision and maoale Get s bit innavative and
i a¢ people are aot often phvsically incapable nor do they ol vnnt ¢~ “Bea

effthetavvaver” - poredom cun atcontuate P YA T Jef Hea

Comzideration of 2 familv accommodation Rehabilitation eontre for those with drye
related problems [similar to the alcoho! withdrawal contres the Salvation Armv runs

in WAT could actually short cironit retum to drus on diacharoe,
Honcfully vou will find my submission worthy of acoontances

Yours fxishfulty
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