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VILLAGE PEOPLE B

Oaﬁ.u thinks globally, acts _onmzw

BY CHRISTINE
KEARNEY
STEPHEN Coury is a famid-
iar face around Balmain; he
can oftea be seen busking in
front of Woohvorths or paire-

ing ar Rozelle mackets,
However, it s his behind-
the-seenes work {or the area
less privileged, for which he
receives the least recogninion,
that gives him thie most pride.
Srephen is the volunozy rep-
resentarive of more than 250
public housing tenants in
Ralmaizn, He represents bus
fdicw tenans indealings with

the Deparment of Housing. mn%:nn Corry anm a paj n_am Oﬂ his mate m::n _Em&aw

Stephen ilso dnves communiry transport
buses and is a regolar helper at Rozelle Hos-
pitai and wcrzmncom Hor use, the local drug

aned dechol rehabiliation cenoe.

“I sutfer from %r_ﬁ%{::? s¢: L have been
estremely active in mental health, such as
making sare the local rebabifination centre
.,.B...dnr: Be wayi.

He 15 able 1o contro! bis menil iliness with
the supporr of “2 strong network of people
and famads as well as meditation and the aris™.

Srephen is a passionare arist. Hisworks have
beers displaved ar local cafes and at the NSW
Writers” Centre in Rozelie.

He i
mate Ernie Ridding - 1 Glebe resident whe,
winle alive, fixed electrical goods and denated
thien 10 Svdney’s disadvanmged.

Stephen plays dus thate ar 8: Joseph's Carho-
e Chureh i Rozelle on moest Suadavs,

“Becsuse of it 1 eop a letof flak in our netgh-
TGE.SGQP: he gsays, “Iis unusuz] these davs

£ oou don't take drogs and yon go o chureit™

wmm. founs on the communnity i3 selfiess,

1 believe 1o the maoo “think gobal, act
jocal.” he says.

Stephen was born in Balmain Hospital in

articulacly proud of his porerair of

1963. As 2 voung child he lived in Woodlark
St Roselle and went to school at the former
Chostian Brothers Balmain w Thames §t,

He savs he has never considered living any-
where clse.

“T Jow more peopie io w&ﬁa: than I da
anywhere in the unrverse,” he says. “T don't
know s Jor of the new residents, bat I know
a kot of the old ones and T Hke to Reep that
connection 1o the past.”

‘Hospital’s mental heelth ser- P

. painting.

“ lane, Leo Engelen and Roy-.
| Homer were the respective
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Art helps mental health

PATIENTS from Rovells e

vices showed their srtistic
ability last week. :

Around 60 patients catered
the hespital's second angual
art show with orpanisers re-
potting an “overwhelmimg re-
spoase”,

{Jccupational therapy
supervisar Linda Ford said
the show had” a posilive’
influence on patients.

“In psychiatry and occu-
pational therapy we use a lot
of the creative media to help
“4.wztep people’s skifls,”

Wenuers were announced
in four sections of drawing,
jiterature, mixed Bﬁ_.w Ea )

“Helen. Hopwouod, | H..nnq.

.- Steven nq:‘w won manoaa _u.._nm in the drawing section am the 33 mra w S.Em
m:m:&m T

winnees. S






