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The “living in the community” is a bit of pﬂl dﬂl m COnvE a .
inner glow but in reality has little meaning. The community “out there™ is infested with
thieves, conmen and above all drug pushers. The arrival of g vulnerable person is like rawn ;
meat to a shoal of sharks. In the last seven years my consumer has been stripped of ‘
countless valuable items. Worse, his good intentions to avoid drugs last aboyt four weeks .
after cach release from hospital. |
Action; Ciluster Shgred Supported Housing is nesded. o, state that can accommodate 3

thousand athletes sf the d,-op of a hat cannot pleag poverty here. My consumer wag at his

You try to get a busy doctor to your house in hour. We now know that the tonger it
mmmm:mwmmmmmtmm. .
CQur law conforms to a UN requirement designed to prevent third world governments !
from imprisoning the opposition. (The Presi?nt of the Mental Health Review Board

addressing a meeting in Melbourne on the2o\s i

As reported in the Age (\ '5\&"5-) 2 frustrated Judge Guiliaci asked “How can a severely
mentally il person agree to Be weated? This pravides an example of the inordinate
demands of human rights.

The CAT team:
We livel %4 hours from Bendigo. After three calls for help over several years we have
never seen the CAT team,

Action: The CAT team is understaffed. It must be adequately staffed.

The Community Treatment Order {CTOY:

Considerable public expenditure occurs to bring about a CTO. The recipicnt need only
walk or ride into another State to void it. Qur consumer while under a CTO wias
transported by an NGO from Victoria to NSW to new accommodation, (Mo further
accommodation in Victoria.) He refused medication. We were told his CTO had been
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voided and no more could be done. Eventually he was scheduled again, another tribuna,
more public expense, another CTG,

More trauma for us and him. This was never investigated by higher authority.

Action: This incident exposes the vulnerability of State awarded CTOs. Then Minister
Thwaites took three years to obtain a Cross Border Agreement with NSW. ‘This still left
an open door to six other States. Mental illness must become the responsibility of
Federal government.

Destigmatisation

Of some benefit but largely a State government initiative to appear to be doing
something. Conmen, thieves and drug pushers cannot be destigmatised and they form a
large part of the community (that is, the community to which the severely mentally ill
will graduate.) Again, cluster housing would provide a more stable environment and help
to avoid contact.

Detention and seclusion within mental health facilities and compatibility with human
rights instruments,

The present day intrusion of human rights into the mental health system needs to be
debated. The myths and fables of the past no longer apply. Checks and balances are now
in place which did not exist. Demands made by human rights must be balanced against
the damage which is being done to our young peaple.

Law enforcement:

Every day we hear of the inadequacy of police numbers, now there is talk of longer
training. The police are loaded with the responsibility of taking the mentally ill to
hospital (in our case tying up two policeman for 2 to 4 hours.) This carer is tired of
polispeak. Afler 17 years of hands on experience and numerous attendances af courses
and lectures } am still wanting in handling my mentally ilt consumer.

Action: In the immediate future nothing will replace an adequately staffed CAT eam.
Resources

The Area Mental Health Service -- Effect of Municipal amalgamations.

To force a family to relinquish a well equipped and staffed mental haspital 40 km away
and require them to visit their relative in another mental hospital 80 km away is wanting
in humanity.

Tt is particularly questionable when there is no public transport for a same day retum. It
makes even less sense in view of the admonition from Health Sesvices to visit consumers
as often as possible as this helps to speed their recovery.

The fact that this injustice is not visited on the physically ill cast be seen as
discrimination.

Community care

Non Government Organisations: (In my area.)

These bodies arc best described as a group of enthusiastic amateurs. To physically
ransport a consumer under a CTO to live in another State (as described above under
Community Treatment Order) where his CTO will be automaticaily voided. exhibits wan:
of knowledge. To then phone his tamily and tell them he has refised medication and
anthing can he dome abous it is reminiscem of 3 Mary Brothers Gim. Supervision of their
activities acems 1o he lmired or non-cxistent.

Kequired: a single sovernmen department capable of handling ail housing tor the
mentally il

in irew of this housing for the mentally ill should be handied by NGOs focused on
handling mentally iliness. The present mix of physical disability and mental incss is
unsatisfactory.
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