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Senator Forshaw asked:

Can the Department do an analysis of services delivered to the two groups divided into 

concession card holders and children under 16 not covered by a concession card and bulk 

billing rates for those groups by RRMA?

Answer:

Using data for the 2002 calendar year, Table 1 shows the total number of GP services provided to Commonwealth Concession Card holders and the number and percentage of these services that were bulkbilled for each Rural Remote and Metropolitan Area (RRMA).  

Table 1: The total number and number and percentage of bulk billed services delivered to persons covered by a Commonwealth Concession Card by RRMA (2002) 

Locality
Total services


Bulk billed services


% Bulk Billed 


(m)
(m)
(%)

Capital Cities (RRMA 1)


33.45
29.01
87%

Other Metropolitan Areas (RRMA 2)


4.46
3.48
78%

Rural Areas (RRMAs 3&4)


7.03
4.62
66%

Other Rural & Remote Areas (RRMAs 5-7) 


6.58
4.45
68%

Total
51.52
41.56
81%

Using data for the 2002 calendar year, Table 2 shows the total number of GP services provided to children under 16 years of age not covered by a Commonwealth Concession Card and the number and percentage of these services that were bulkbilled for each Rural Remote and Metropolitan Area (RRMA).  

Table 2: The total number and number and percentage of bulk billed services delivered to children under 16 years of age, not covered by a Commonwealth Concession Card by RRMA (2002)

Locality
Total services
Bulk billed services 
% Bulk Billed 


(m)
(m)
(%)

Capital Cities (RRMA 1)


7.00
5.15
73%

Other Metropolitan Areas (RRMA 2)


0.69
0.42
61%

Rural Areas (RRMAs 3&4)


1.00
0.51
51%

Other Rural & Remote Areas (RRMAs 5-7) 


1.14
0.55
48%

Total
9.83
6.63
67%

