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Topic: MedicarePLUS: New National Safety Net
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Senator McLucas asked:

Of the estimated 200,000 Australians who would financially benefit from the proposed safety net, how many would you expect to qualify through:


a)
receipt of Family Tax Benefit (A);


b)
receipt of a Commonwealth Concession Card; or


   c)
     both of the above held concurrently.

Answer:

The estimate of 200,000 families and individuals is an estimated annual average over the period of the forward estimates. In 2007 an estimated 212,810 families and individuals are expected to benefit from the new national safety net. Of those families and individuals reaching the $500 threshold 75,951 are estimated to be in receipt of a Commonwealth Concession Card, 89,761 in receipt of Family Tax Benefit (A). This Family Tax Benefit (A) population is exclusive of those in receipt of a Commonwealth Concession Card. A further 47,098 families and individuals are in receipt of neither benefit and qualify for the safety under the $1,000 threshold. 
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