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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

HEALTH AND AGEING PORTFOLIO

Senate Select Committee on Medicare, 20 January 2004

Question: 4

OUTCOME 2 Access to Medicare  

Topic: SAFETY NET
Hansard Page: 66

Senator Allison asked: 


Can the Department tell us the total household expenditure, to include the PBS, hospital costs and so forth?

Answer:


The Department does not collect data on the total household expenditure of health costs. The Department can provide data on household expenditure on Medicare medical costs. For other programs that do not register families the data is not available. Data is also unavailable for those health costs not funded by the Government. 


The Australian Bureau of Statistics Household Expenditure Survey (Catalogue number 6535.0) details household expenditure on a comprehensive range of health costs including health insurance premiums, doctors’ fees, hospital costs and the cost of medicines. The most recent publication is based on 1998-99 data. The most recent (2003) survey is currently being compiled.     

