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Senator McLucas asked: 

Can the Department provide the Committee with a time line on the roll-out for each element of the MedicarePlus package?

Enter exact text of question in upper and lower case.

Answer:

MedicarePlus Implementation Time Frame by Measure

Measure Title




Implementation Date

More affordable health services – for children and Commonwealth Concession Card Holders.
-    From 1 February 2004. 

Patient convenience through new technologies:

Grants to GPs and specialists to encourage uptake of HIC Online.
· Grants from December 2003. 

· HIC will become more broadly available as software upgrades are complete.

Funding to improve broadband Internet access for practices. 
· Needs analysis is underway and due to be completed in January 2004. 

· Roll out to commence in February/early March 2004.

Funding to assist GPs to assess current business practices. 
· Commence in May 2004. 

MedicarePlus Safety Net – protecting all Australians against major medical costs outside hospital.
· Costs count toward the safety net from January 2004.  

· Safety net payments can be made from 1 April 2004 (dependant on legislation). 

More doctors and nurses now and for the future:

Support for practice nurses through new Medicare rebates and grant payments.
· Grants from March 2004. 

· New MBS item from February 2004. 

Better access to medical care for residents of aged care homes.
· MBS item from July 2004. 

· Retainer payments for GPs to participate in panel arrangements from July 2004. 

More GP training places and support for practices and GP supervisors. 
· From January 2004.



Bringing more graduate doctors to outer metropolitan, regional rural and remote areas. 
· Placements will be advertised in July 2004.

· Placements will commence in the second half of 2004. 

More doctors and nurses: drawing on qualified health professionals from overseas. 
· Extension of visa periods for temporary resident doctors commences in December 2003. 

· Improved training and additional support commences in March 2004.

· Inclusion of medical practitioners on the Skilled Occupations List under the General Skilled Migration Program will occur in April 2004. 

· Improved assistance for employers and overseas trained doctors in arranging placements commences in June 2004. 

· The international recruitment program commences in August 2004. 

· Streamlined assessment through Australian Medical Council examination processes being offered on-line commences in January 2005. 

Supporting rural and remote GPs, especially procedural GPs. 
· Access to funding for skills development from March 2004. 

· Access to loading for procedural services from March 2004. 

· Extension of higher rural retention payments from July 2004.  

Helping GPs and specialists to re-enter the workforce. 
· Courses commence in 2004. 

· Placements to support specialist re-entry to the workforce will commence in July 2004. The first specialists are expected to complete placements and re-enter the workforce in October 2004.  

More doctors & nurses: more medical school places for doctors. 
· Commence with the 2004 academic year. 

Higher rebates for patients of non-vocationally registered GPs who were practising prior to 1996. 
· Commence February 2004. 
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