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Question: 14

Topic: How many dentists and allied health workers are being trained.
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Senator Lees asked: 

How many dentists are we training, how many allied health workers are we training, and can we have those figures on a national basis?  Have we done needs analyses on the number of dentists required and the number of allied health workers required in a range of allied health fields?

Enter exact text of question in upper and lower case.

Answer:

For the purposes of this response the Department of Health and Ageing has defined allied health professionals are those health professionals who are not a doctor and not a nurse, who may be registered and are likely to have a professional association.
1. Training of Dentistry and Allied Health Workers

For the majority of allied health professions, university qualifications are required for an individual to practice in their chosen professional field.  For most allied health professions this means undertaking an undergraduate degree of three to four years duration.  However, for some occupations such as Audiology and Clinical Psychology, study at the Postgraduate and/or Masters level is required before an individual can practice in these fields.

As an indication of the number of allied health workers currently being trained in Australia the Department of Education Science and Training has provided information on tertiary student enrolments in selected areas of study for allied health practitioners for 2002.

The numbers of students being trained in dentistry and allied health are in Table 1.

Table 1: Student Enrolments in Selected Health Fields *

Profession/ Degree
Total

Dentistry Undergraduate
1054

Dentistry Postgraduate
244

Dental Studies Undergraduate
118

Dental Studies Postgraduate
1

Radiology Undergraduate
500

Radiology Postgraduate
17

Pharmacy Undergraduate
3426

Pharmacy Postgraduate
284

Optometry Undergraduate
526

Optometry Postgraduate
128

Radiography Undergraduate
1608

Radiography Postgraduate
599

Physiotherapy Undergraduate
2971

Physiotherapy Postgraduate
570

Occupational Therapy Undergraduate
2978

Occupational Therapy Postgraduate
395

Chiropractic and Osteopathy Undergraduate
1161

Chiropractic and Osteopathy Postgraduate
409

Speech Pathology Undergraduate
1556

Speech Pathology Postgraduate
223

Audiology Undergraduate
3

Audiology Postgraduate
107

Podiatry Undergraduate
633

Podiatry Postgraduate
47

Rehabilitation Therapies (not elsewhere described) Undergraduate
471

Rehabilitation Therapies (not elsewhere described) Postgraduate
248

Nutrition and Dietetics Undergraduate
1199

Nutrition and Dietetics Postgraduate
244

Social Work Undergraduate
6455

Social Work Postgraduate
730

Psychology Undergraduate
10916

Psychology Postgraduate
5892

* Please note those students undertaking a combined degree have been included in the totals for both courses.

2. National Needs Analysis

The Department of Health and Ageing has not undertaken a national needs analysis on the number of dentists and allied health workers required as the primary responsibility for the recruitment and retention of allied health professionals rests with the State and Territory Governments as the major employers and regulators of this workforce. 

A national Allied Health Workforce Data Collection Project is currently being undertaken by the Australian Health Workforce Advisory Committee. 
