Public Hospitals Health and Medicare Alliance of Queensland (PHHAMAQ)
PREAMBLE
The Public Hospitals Health and Medicare Alliance of Queensland (PHHAMAQ) is a broad coalition of consumers, community groups, health service providers and trade unions who share a common concern for the future of the Australian health system.  The Alliance was formed in early 1998.

 PHHAMAQ TERMS OF REFERENCE

The purpose of this Alliance is to:

· Share information about issues of concern to Alliance members; and

· Raise awareness within the community and with all political parties about health matters.

The Alliance is to be inclusive, including state and national bodies, which may join on invitation or by self-nomination.

The Alliance focus is to be on national issues of concern in relation to public hospitals, health and Medicare.

PHHAMAQ STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES

· Health care is a right that should be based on need and not on ability to pay.  Healthy citizens are the most valuable resource of any society.

· The best and fairest way of achieving this is through Medicare, Australia’s universal tax-funded health insurance system.

· Medicare is the fairest way of meeting people’s needs while containing costs.  Medicare compares favourably with health systems in other OECD countries.

· Medicare provides a common good for the benefit of all Australians.

· The provision of private health services is and should only ever be complementary to the maintenance of a viable and effective public health system.
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