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Submission to the Senate Select Committee regarding proposed Medicare Reform

SUMMARY of my submission:

· If the high personal tax rate in Australia is not reduced, the country will keep going backwards. The only way this can be done is by reducing expenditure on big portfolios like health.

· I oppose the new 234 rural bonded places in Medicine. This is because each doctor costs the tax payers about one million dollars in medicare rebates, PBS prescription subsidies and other flow on costs- that is quarter of a billion dollars more added to the budget! That would mean increase in taxes or higher budget deficit, leading to higher interest rates.

· People who oppose the private health insurance rebate argue against it saying why should the healthy subsidise the sick? Same argument can be extended to say why should the rich subsidise the poor.

· The Greens suggest that there should be a levy on plastic bags to send a ‘price signal’ to reduce its usage. These and other left wingers however refuse to acknowledge that such a ‘price signal’ is necessary for all free services, to reduce its usage (eg visits to family doctors, uni education etc) and to prevent abuse.

· Aussies are a race part in their love of ‘freebies’: eg loyalty schemes (such as frequent flyer points) are more popular in Australia than in any other country. We have the distinction of being the world’s most addicted- to freebies. Hence Aussies keep whinging and carrying on when their ‘freebies’ are threatened: eg free health care and free/subsidised higher education. Unless Aussies addiction to this ‘freebie’ (wanting to ride on others’ back) and their firm attachment to this ‘freebie teat’ is cured, we as a nation will keep going backwards economically.
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