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Summary:

· It is basic human nature that if someone else is willing to take the responsibility for something you need/want/desire, you would give the responsibility to them, and you would love to be free of that responsibility. Hence since the government is paying for education and health care, people are not saving for these purposes. Worse still they are not even looking after their health. They are self-indulging in unhealthy pursuits such as eating fatty take away food, leading sedentary lifestyle etc, knowing that if they get sick, other tax payers will look after them. So free health care is contributing to adverse health outcomes for the population.

· Academic GPs, AMA and RACGP argue that there is a shortage of GPs and that more doctors must be trained because it means more labour/funding/members for their empire-building activities. In reality, the per capita equivalent full time GPs in Australia is the highest in the world.
· Free health care (bulk billing) is encouraging malingerers who want to take a sickie. They just go to a free doctor and get a certificate. If they had to pay, it may deter them and they may instead go to work. Hence bulk billing is contributing to lower productivity in Australia.

· One of the reasons for the poor quality of facilities and care at Australian general practices is the low prices paid by the people (bulk billing). Since the government actively discourages GPs from private billing, people end up with poor quality care. You only get what you pay for. Unfortunately those who argue in favor of bulk billing are unable to see that due to their actions of making it difficult for GPs to private bill, they are ending up with poor quality care and facilities.
· When I read the other submissions, most of them come across as people whingeing and carrying on because their ‘freebie’ (free health care) has been taken away from them, as if little kids from whom lollies have been taken away!

· It is to be expected that all publicly funded organizations and employees of those organizations (eg the ABC TV, Health care industry, doctors, universities and academics) will hold left wing views and expect/want/demand tax-payers to fund them ever more. Otherwise it will be like turkeys voting for Christmas. So many of the submissions must be seen in this context.

· Surveys which show that people are prepared to forgo tax cuts or support an increase in Medicare levy, are often carried out by those with such ideological views (eg academics). The real question that should be asked instead is “Do you support an increase in welfare payments to enable the economically disadvantaged to pay for the increase in costs to see the doctor?”. 

· Australian Doctor (16 May 2003, p11) recently reported of a case where a council employed nurse resorted to highly unethical means in order to prevent patients going to GPs for immunizations, because she wanted them to come to her. This is one example of the extent of competition among health care providers. So it is absolute rubbish to say there is a shortage of GPs or other preventive health care providers.

· GPs whinge on the one hand that they are not remunerated properly and not respected and on the other hand they say they are overworked because there is a shortage. It is illogical. If people are unwilling to pay GPs and if they are not respected, it is because there are too many of them. Just take any yellow pages and look. The chances are that there are many more GPs than lawyers, accountants or engineers in the yellow pages. In fact there are dime a dozen! If they are overworked it is because GPs are fleecing the tax-payers by offering free services (bulk billing). If they charged even a minor amount, they can relax! 
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