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e Hunter Urban divi-

sion chatr Dr Arn Sprogis fears
that unless there’s some sertous
action on the reform front, the
top-down scenario will prevail.

“We’re just not being any-
where near brave enough in set-
ting the agenda for the furure.
We're backwards looking and not
carving a new role,” he says.

“We should be pushing to-
wards a UK or New Zealand sys-
tem, where the government sets a
broad set of aims and lets [the pri-
mary care groups] get on with it
Bur in our Stalinist system the gov-
ernment decides what you have 1o
do and how to do 1t.”
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Hospital Sayé Sui‘gebn’s

stress levels posed a risk

Torn Noble
Healll Eeitor

Fears that personal stress and
poor relations with colleagues
could lead {o pellents being
hanmed were cited yesterday
among reasons the, Reval Chil-
dren's Hospital had ordere
promenent  surgeon pagdy

April but refused, prompting a
oarn-level nguiry infe alle-
gations against him by col-
leages. Professor Alexander said
complainis against the surgeon
by his colieagues went back five
vears.

Cardiologist and chairman of
the hospital's medical staff asso-
ciation, Dy Jamnes Wilkinson, said

Diewsn to ke extended icave,

‘yester

potentia} risk and ! am avoiding
that risk. [ am not saying he is an
unsafe surgeon,” she sald.
Mathew Dean, 12, was due
{or_surgery en # kidnev sfone
ay, his 85th operation at
the hospital foflowing his prema-
wire birth. "l couldn't believe 1
was in an emergency situation
and had nowhere to turn,’” said

F Professor Dewan's claims aboue# his mother, Sue O'Connell ffom

Kidney and Gladder pro- gpaticnl salety af the hospital weredd Geelong, "L don’t want o go 1o

cedures on 10 children were can-
celled vesterday as the hospital
hit cut at Frofessor Dewan, who
last week questioned Hs ability to
deal with medical ertors,

Women's and children’s
health chief executive, Associate
Professar Kathy Alexander, said
the hospital regretted the ang-
ish and anxiery of parents and
children whose operations were
cancelled or are dug 10 be
rescheduled.

“1 currenily belleve that the
stress levels both of the individ-
ual concerned and also of the
= within the department of
surgery are now so bigh that a
child undergoing sutgery at the
moment within that Ecpaxtmem
mnay he under serious risk,” Pro-
fessor Alexander said,

Pmofessoy Dewan's enforced
loave eariier (his WeeRr 10Lows

“Thoinhs of accinony st tHe hos-
pital, He was asked to resign 1n

falge, uniair and domaging fo
stafl and the hospital.

“Paddy Dewan s a very able;
very epergeric, aggressive, opin-
ioraied and passionate ndivid-
und,” he said, “Some individuais
who have those sort of character-
istics do have difficulties main-
taining comfortable relatonships
within a tearm.”

Professor  Alexander  has
recomimended fo the board that
Professor Dewan's contract be
erminated. A decision will be
made within a maenth, "“The
whole department of surgery has
indicated to me that they can't
work under these circumstances
any more,” she said.

She suid Professor Dewan's
10 patients due for surgery ves-
terday “may be at significan riek
if the procedures were allowed to
goon’

“fhe situation at the rmoment
is so stessful that there is &

another hospital 1 don't want 1o
g0 1o anothey surgedn,

The situation at the moment
is so stressful that thereis a
potential risk,

KATHY ALEXANDER, Royal Chiidren’s
Hosyital

After meeting Professor Alex-
znder and doctors at the hos-
pital, Mathew went to the
Sunshine Hosoital, where Pro-
fessor Dewan lale yesteroay [per-
formed the aperation,

Prolessor Dewan said sus-
pending him was not in the best
interests of patlemts. T deeply
regret that interpersonal conflict
has reached the point of furither
adversely affecting patient care,”
he said. " 1 would never refuse to
work with snmenne just beeanse
1 didn's like them.”

Sunday Herald Sum, August 24. 2003

Dewan back

in theatre

A

Paddy Dawan

SUSPENDED Hoyal
Children's Hospital sur-
geon Paddy Dewin has
turned to the Sunshine
Hospital to operate on
one gl his patients.

The outapoken sur-
geon, labelied “'tog
stresged” to operate at
the RCH, performed
emergeney Surgery on
12-year-old Geelong boy
Matthew Dean on Friday
night.

A plastic drainage tube

attached ito Matthew's
kidrey hecame blocked,
needing ko he urgently
removed.

Matthew's mather, Sue
O'Cuonnell, said yesterday
sbe snd Matthew had
been through a tough or-
deal, with Professor De-
wan's suspension making
a difficuld time even
WOERE.

Ms O’'Connell said

g Aead WO Prol.
SWaH WAl HGE a1 option.

“He's an incredible sur-
_Ezan _Bno an Ineredible
_mEN Hnd he Bag suceess-
Wiy operated on Mab-
thew.” she said,

Mg O'Connell said
heing forced (o go to
another
tough on Matthew, who
had battied o renge of
medicel conditions sinee
his pramaburs bitth. :

She said Prof. Dewan
was belag treated brdly
by the ROH,

hogpital was’
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Thers was no indication hat Dr. PiclryX is psychiatrically unfit to practice.

He has assumed a role of furthering the iot of general practitioners and will brook no
hindrance fom what he sees as injustice meted out by Federal and Stale Departments
of Health and their various agencies. This pursuit now conswimes most of his spare
time and is pursued wilh a passion that is redolent of, bul is currently less infense
tham, that of an overvalued idea, I foliows, and 1t would appear very likely, that Dr.
Piotryk will continue to securs relevant publicity in this regard in both the medical
and general press.
Yours sincersly
/ ™~ RISt - N
DR, NORMAN JAMES MD FRANZCP FRACP FRCPsych DPM DHA
. ‘ 9
(/,{,//“5'7' Ao m . COrpsu Sron s — OF FRiorp TMntf S RE ok
L pTm MY ADBITionS Beiew W ErT AtSrs Atove )
A doctor’s rig
GP de scag
“8 maac Scapegoats
-.\ . L
. Or Kerryn Phelps:
"The governmenl does nol want
to pay for a high-guaiily sysiem of
primary healthcare, but it does not
want to tell the electorate that it
does not want 1o pay.”
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MPs visit the coalface

for the real

by Pameia Wiison

A MORE tolerant and fairer
community attitude and well-
planined government policics
will go a long way to solving
some of the problems that are
plagning general practice, TwWo
South Australian-based federal
politicians believe.

Foreign Affairs minister
Alexander Downer and Liberal
Member for Grey Barry Wake-
lin said they were SIrOnger
advocates tor the medical pro-
Tession alter spending some time
in the surgeries of Youth Ause
tralian CiPs last week as part of
the AMA's Family Doctor Weele.

Mr Walkclin said he empa-
thised with doctors for the
demands made upon them and
the lack of understanding shown
for their role by the community.

“We expect a lot of our doc-
tors and I think the community
needs to be a bit more tolerant, 1
am certainly going to try Tto
achieve a society that gives a
fairer approach for doctofs to
operate m,” he caid, after spend-

P,

s BAs

ll

ing an hour with Port Augusta

GLB 2T Bi’iﬂ‘lan
L  the Adelaide

Hills, said GPs faced more prob-
femis than most sinall businesses,
including workforce shortages

practice  was welcoming, 1t
remained to be seen if this would
be transiated into pulicy changes.

However, she added that the
90-minute meeting was very pos-
irive and felt she had enlightened
My Downer about a number

I“We expect a lot of our doctors and | think the
community needs to be a bit more tolerant”

and indemnity pressures that
necded comprehensive solutions.
“A lot of (iPs now work part-
sime rather than full-ime and
the supply of GPs into the mar-
ketplace, which is controlled,
hasn’t taken that into account
sufficiently,” Mr Downer said.
“f also know that the real
carnings of GPs have declined a
15t Gver the past few vears and

)
SR DOWNER S

AAFIVE DD E S LonED

TS e YEARS

these border health issues .. are
all very difficult problems to
solve and they can’t be solved by
just throwing money at them.”
Dr Poole said while the politi-

ciam's attentiveness and gepuinc

concarn for the future of general

15 AUGUST 2003 MEDICAL oBSERVER 17
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of topics, including workforce
shortages and the increasing bur-
den of red tape.

“It’s one thing to be talking
and anotner fhing to SeL some

results, but it was great to have

The Tuxury of having an ear all
1o yourself,” she said.

Meanwhile, Dr Bhola has
received an invitaton from Mr
Wakelin to meet on a regular
hasis o discuss the many issues
plaguing general practice.

“He was very positive, but as
to how muach he will break
away from party lines and rake
np some of these issues, T don’t
tnow,” Dr Bhola said. MO
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