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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS

PO BOX 51 NEWTOWN NSW 2042  AUSTRALIA
TELE: + 61 2 9557 8825       FAX: + 61 2 9557 9461

EMAIL  admin@napwa.org.au



28th August 2003

Elton Humphery

Secretary

Select Committee on Medicare

Australian Senate

via email: medicare.sen@aph.gov.au
Dear Mr Humphery

Re: NAPWA Evidence at Public Hearing – Melbourne – 27 August 2003

In follow up to a question taken on notice at this hearing regarding Reference citation:

Grierson, J., et al. (2002) HIV Futures 3: Positive Australians on Services, Health and Well-being. Monograph Series Number 37. The Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health and Society, La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia.

Regarding the survey question – “Do you have private health insurance cover?” Following confirmation with the lead author – Dr Jeffrey Grierson we make the following statement:

Thirty per cent of the 894 Australian plwha who completed this survey answered “Yes” to the question. The survey questionnaire did not seek further information in this area.

We are unable to interpret the response further to specific issues such as the number of these people who have taken out hospital cover, or what proportion of this group have cover for extras.

This information would be needed for analysis as to what significance private health cover has for plwha in the context of their HIV clinical management, and the direct relevance private health cover has for the management of complex or chronic health care for this population.

For a further discussion of the issues raised by NAPWA in relation to private health insurance in the context of this Inquiry we refer you to the NAPWA written submission.

Please contact us if there are any other questions you would be seeking further response from NAPWA. Once again, I would like to thank the Select Committee for the opportunity for NAPWA to give evidence at this hearing of the Inquiry.

Warm regards

David Menadue

President 
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