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Prevalence of bulk billing in Australia has declined significantly in the last few years.  From a peak of around 80% of general practice consultations, the bulk billing rate is now below 70% (see Figure 1).

2. There has also been constraint on General Practitioner rebates.  In the five years or so before the election of the Liberal government, in all but one year the GP rebate item was indexed at least in line with the Consumer Price Index (CPI).  In the years since the election of the Liberal government, the increase in the rebate was less than CPI in all but two years (see Figure 2).
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Source: Commonwealth Department of Health & Aged Care (2000) Medicare Statistics September Quarter 2000. 

Canberra: Department of Health & Aged Care. Table B7


3. There is no doubt that the reduction in rebate has caused many practices to give consideration as to whether they should continue to direct bill all or most of their clients.  Their ability to respond this way to these changed financial incentives was strengthened because of their strengthened market power (vis à vis consumers) associated with the reduction in the number of General Practitioners per head of population (see Figure 3). The reduction in General Practitioners per head of population has been particularly marked in outer metropolitan areas of major cities.  


[image: image2.wmf]Figure 3: Australia: General practitioners per 100,000 

population, 1984–85 to 1998-99

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160


4. 4.
A further factor that needs to be considered has been the tightening up of the ability of doctors in training to bill Medicare.  Many doctors undertaking specialist training in hospitals supplemented their hospital-based income with working in general practice out of normal hours and on weekends.   Since 1996/97 the number of general practice attendances by medical practitioners without vocational training has declined from 12.9m to 7.6m in 2001/2002.  This decline, reducing provision by more than 100,000 attendees per week, has not been compensated for by an increase in vocationally registered consultations, the pattern prior to 1996/97.

5. The government has responded to a reduction in bulk billing by focussing incentives on practices to bulk bill pensioners and Health Care cardholders.  

6. Such a policy emphasis undermines the universality of Medicare and could eventually lead to different standards of care for pensioners and Health Care cardholders versus the rest of the population.  

7. The more a health system is seen as being for everyone rather than for the disadvantaged stigmatised few, the more everyone, including the more articulate wealthy, feel they have a vested interest in the quality of the program.  The more the policy elite are at risk of having the same health care as the poor, the more they will use their voices and votes to ensure that the health care that is provided is of high quality.  

8. A universal rather than a targeted approach to service provision also creates and reinforces a sense of community and a sense that we are all facing common problems and common issues.  This sense of community or sense that we are all part of the one society in turn helps to create what has come to be known as social capital.  The institutions and structures that bind us together in a very real sense define and reinforce our humanity.  Social capital helps societies to deal better with adversity.  Strengthened social capital means that we emphasise those things that unite us rather than those things which divide us.  It emphasises that we are all Australians rather than trying to fractionate our society into an ingroup and a residual group of the poor, the elderly, the coloured, the newly arrived, etc, as the undesirable outgroup.

9. A focus on pensioners and Health Care cardholders also will inevitably cause problems at the margin: working families not eligible for Health Care cards could find it difficult to access medical services without financial barriers.  By definition, a targeted scheme creates a boundary line with people on one side of the boundary having access to the program, and people on the other not so entitled.  A boundary line will always cause problems at the margin, where small increments in income could lead to large reductions in entitlements, creating a powerful disincentive to earn that marginal income increase.  Boundary problems are particularly important in health care where there is an association between lower income and poorer health status.  Depending on how the boundary line is set and where administrative responsibilities for assessing income falls, there may be significant increases in administrative costs and problems of intrusion into families’ personal circumstances.  Typically, boundaries are set based on income limits but again for the poor, income can change rapidly as families drift in and out of employment.  Poorer families are less well able to predict income variations which can cause significant problems. 
10. Accordingly, any policy to promote restoration of bulk billing should be universal in its nature and not discriminate on the basis of pensioners or Health Care cardholders.
11. The equity effects of the proposed policy on bulk billing are further confounded by the source of funding.  The increased support for bulk billing etc is essentially funded by a reduction in funding for public hospitals.  This reduction in funding (more accurately a reduction in the forward estimates) could impact directly on service provision in public hospitals.  A more equitable policy would have been to source funding from programs which have an incidence favouring wealthier people.  The health insurance rebate is probably the best example of this kind of program.

12. The terms of reference of the Inquiry also raises issues relating to the Private Health Insurance Rebate.  The government’s original objectives of the Private Health Insurance Rebate were about reducing demand on public hospitals.  

13. Evaluated in these terms, the rebate has not been successful.  Expenditure on the rebate would have been better spent on assisting public hospitals directly rather indirectly.

14. In the Medical Journal of Australia of 21 August 2000 (Vol 173(4)), Duckett and Jackson argued that the government’s rationale for the Health Insurance Rebate, to reduce demand on public hospitals, would be better achieved by increasing funding to public hospitals rather than through the 30% rebate on health insurance premiums.  

15. The Health Minister has recently cited a 245,000 increase in separations from private hospitals in 2000/01 and a 5,000 reduction in separations from public hospitals as evidence of the success of the policy. Although later figures don’t bear out the magnitude of the shift, even these figures call into question the efficacy of the rebate.  

16. Given the rebate costs around $2.5 billion per annum, the government is paying over $10,000 per additional patient treated through private hospitals.  This is over three times the average cost per patient treated in a public hospital. Eighty per cent of the private hospital increase is in same day admissions.  

17. Direct support for public hospitals is clearly a more efficient way of assisting public hospitals than an indirect policy such as the rebate.

18. The government’s policy on the rebate also provided for the 30 per cent rebate to apply to ancillary insurance.  The increase in the take-up of ancillary insurance has no impact on public hospitals and so in terms of the government’s own objectives, it is difficult to sustain an argument as to why a subsidy for the ancillary rebate should be supported.
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		Table 39: Medicare providers(a): peer group and specialty, 1991–92 to 1998–99

		Peer group

		Specialty		1991–92		1992–93		1993–94		1994–95		1995–96		1996–97		1997–98		1998–99

		General		22,746		23,088		23,587		24,206		24,376		24,526		24,230		24,176

		Vocationally registered GP		10,744		14,826		16,280		17,341		17,711		18,078		18,353		18,579

		Other medical practitioner		12,002		8,262		7,307		6,865		6,665		6,448		5,877		5,597

		Obstetrician/gynaecologist		923		930		867		899		896		912		925		931

		IVF		n.a.		n.a.		63		67		72		72		79		79

		Surgeon		4,140		4,270		4,418		4,597		4,714		4,816		4,898		5,049

		Specialist		3,355		3,433		3,479		3,586		3,598		3,641		3,703		3,844

		Non specialist		785		837		939		1,011		1,116		1,175		1,195		1,205

		Anaesthetist		1,764		1,805		1,892		1,952		2,022		2,076		2,142		2,232

		Specialist		1,652		1,702		1,781		1,814		1,859		1,900		1,956		2,026

		Non specialist		112		103		111		138		163		176		186		206

		Psychiatrist		1,437		1,501		1,555		1,582		1,615		1,672		1,685		1,757

		Radiation oncology specialist		106		104		113		119		130		131		141		141

		Dermatologist		242		245		260		267		275		277		291		295

		Physician		3,143		3,333		3,477		3,664		3,868		4,069		4,259		4,462

		Other medical		271		298		356		382		438		485		488		518

		Total medical practitioners(a)		34,772		35,574		36,588		37,735		38,406		39,036		39,138		39,640

		Optometrist		(b)2287		2,356		2,424		2,500		2,576		2,621		2,722		2,787

		Dental/orthodontist		382		382		409		420		409		457		425		436

		Total Medicare providers(a)		37,441		38,312		39,421		40,655		41,391		42,114		42,285		42,863

										(per cent - year on year increase)

		General		2.7		1.5		2.2		2.6		0.7		0.6		-1.2		-0.2

		Vocationally registered GP		43.8		38.0		9.8		6.5		2.1		2.1		1.5		1.2

		Other medical practitioner		-18.2		-31.2		-11.6		-6.0		-2.9		-3.3		-8.9		-4.8

		Obstetrician/gynaecologist		0.3		0.8		-6.8		3.7		-0.3		1.8		1.4		0.6

		IVF		n.a.		n.a.		n.a.		6.3		7.5		0.0		9.7		0.0

		Surgeon		3.4		3.1		3.5		4.1		2.5		2.2		1.7		3.1

		Specialist		2.0		2.3		1.3		3.1		0.3		1.2		1.7		3.8

		Non specialist		9.6		6.6		12.2		7.7		10.4		5.3		1.7		0.8

		Anaesthetist		5.0		2.3		4.8		3.2		3.6		2.7		3.2		4.2

		Specialist		4.0		3.0		4.6		1.9		2.5		2.2		2.9		3.6

		Non specialist		23.1		-8.0		7.8		24.3		18.1		8.0		5.7		10.8

		Psychiatrist		3.5		4.5		3.6		1.7		2.1		3.5		0.8		4.3

		Radiation oncology specialist		6.0		-1.9		8.7		5.3		9.2		0.8		7.6		0.0

		Dermatologist		1.3		1.2		6.1		2.7		3.0		0.7		5.1		1.4

		Physician		5.5		6.0		4.3		5.4		5.6		5.2		4.7		4.8

		Other medical		-5.2		10.0		19.5		7.3		14.7		10.7		0.6		6.1

		Total medical practitioners(a)		3.0		2.3		2.9		3.1		1.8		1.6		0.3		1.3

		Optometrist		(b)97.2		3.0		2.9		3.1		3.0		1.7		3.9		2.4

		Dental/orthodontist		12.7		0.0		7.1		2.7		-2.6		11.7		-7.0		2.6

		Total Medicare providers(a)		6.2		2.3		2.9		3.1		1.8		1.7		0.4		1.4

		(a) Excludes diagnostic imagists and pathologists, as the number is not accurately known.

		(b)  Prior to 1991–92 optometry services provided by a multi-practitioner practice may have been billed to Medicare under

		the provider number of the principal. From 1991–92 services were billed by the provider number of each practitioner.

		Source: Medicare Statistics, Department of Health and Aged Care.
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		Table 40: Average number of Medicare services per person: service type, Australia, 1990–91 to 1998–99

		Service type		1990–91		1991–92		1992–93		1993–94		1994–95		1995–96		1996–97		1997–98		1998–99

		GP attendances		4.91		5.08		5.27		5.41		5.45		5.58		5.53		5.50		5.40

		Specialist attendances		0.86		0.89		0.92		0.94		0.97		0.99		0.98		0.97		0.98

		Obstetrics		0.03		0.03		0.03		0.04		0.04		0.07		0.09		0.08		0.08

		Anaesthetics		0.09		0.09		0.09		0.09		0.09		0.09		0.09		0.09		0.09

		Pathology—patient episode initiation		. .		0.25		0.72		0.77		0.83		0.88		0.91		0.93		0.97

		Pathology tests		1.51		1.49		1.52		1.63		1.76		1.77		1.80		1.86		1.96

		Diagnostic imaging		0.48		0.49		0.52		0.53		0.55		0.57		0.56		0.58		0.60

		Operations		0.26		0.27		0.28		0.28		0.28		0.29		0.29		0.29		0.29

		Assist in operations		0.01		0.01		0.01		0.01		0.01		0.01		0.01		0.01		0.01

		Optometry		0.15		0.16		0.17		0.18		0.18		0.19		0.20		0.20		0.21

		Radiotherapy and therapeutic nuclear medicine		0.02		0.02		0.02		0.02		0.02		0.02		0.02		0.03		0.03

		Other		0.16		0.17		0.18		0.20		0.21		0.22		0.23		0.24		0.25

		Total		8.48		8.95		9.74		10.09		10.40		10.70		10.73		10.78		10.87

		Source: Medicare Statistics, Department of Health and Aged Care.

		Table : Medicare: Average number of services per capita by service type, 1987-88 to 1996-97

		Service type

		GP attendances

		Specialist attendances

		Obstetrics

		Anaesthetics

		Pathology—patient episode initiation

		Pathology tests

		Diagnostic imaging

		Operations

		Assist in operations

		Optometry

		Radiotherapy and therapeutic nuclear medicine

		Other

		Total
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		Table 111: Medicare providers: occupation, 1984–85 to 1998–99

		Occupation		1984–85		1985–86		1986–87		1987–88		1988–89		1989–90		1990–91		1991–92		1992–93		1993–94		1994–95		1995–96		1996–97		1997–98		1998–99

		Primary care

		GP/Vocationally registered		. .		. .		. .		. .		. .		5,127		7,471		10,744		14,826		16,280		17,341		17,711		18,078		18,353		18,579

		Other medical practitioner		16,951		18,007		19,302		20,094		20,891		16,520		14,681		12,002		8,262		7,307		6,865		6,665		6,448		5,877		5,597

		Total primary care		16,951		18,007		19,302		20,094		20,891		21,647		22,152		22,746		23,088		23,587		24,206		24,376		24,526		24,230		24,176

		Specialists

		Specialist		8,648		9,014		9,462		9,765		10,118		10,425		10,792		11,129		11,546		11,951		12,380		12,751		13,159		13,527		14,053

		Non-specialist		375		487		524		576		670		746		807		897		940		1,050		1,149		1,279		1,351		1,381		1,411

		Total specialist		9,023		9,501		9,986		10,341		10,788		11,171		11,599		12,026		12,486		13,001		13,529		14,030		14,510		14,908		15,464

		Total medical		25,974		27,508		29,288		30,435		31,679		32,818		33,751		34,772		35,574		36,588		37,735		38,406		39,036		39,138		39,640

		Optometrist		901		943		985		1,031		1,076		1,130		1,160		2,287		2,356		2,424		2,500		2,576		2,621		2,722		2,787

		Dental/orthodontist		251		264		295		331		322		319		339		382		382		409		420		409		457		425		436

		Total		27,126		28,715		30,568		31,797		33,077		34,267		35,250		37,441		38,312		39,421		40,655		41,391		42,114		42,285		42,863

														(per cent change -year on year)

		Primary care

		GP/Vocationally registered				. .		. .		. .		. .		. .		45.7		43.8		38.0		9.8		6.5		2.1		2.1		1.5		1.2

		Other medical practitioner				6.2		7.2		4.1		4.0		-20.9		-11.1		-18.2		-31.2		-11.6		-6.0		-2.9		-3.3		-8.9		-4.8

		Total primary care				6.2		7.2		4.1		4.0		3.6		2.3		2.7		1.5		2.2		2.6		0.7		0.6		-1.2		-0.2

		Specialists

		Specialist				4.2		5.0		3.2		3.6		3.0		3.5		3.1		3.7		3.5		3.6		3.0		3.2		2.8		3.9

		Non-specialist				29.9		7.6		9.9		16.3		11.3		8.2		11.2		4.8		11.7		9.4		11.3		5.6		2.2		2.2

		Total specialist				5.3		5.1		3.6		4.3		3.6		3.8		3.7		3.8		4.1		4.1		3.7		3.4		2.7		3.7

		Total medical				5.9		6.5		3.9		4.1		3.6		2.8		3.0		2.3		2.9		3.1		1.8		1.6		0.3		1.3

		Optometrist				4.7		4.5		4.7		4.4		5.0		2.7		97.2		3.0		2.9		3.1		3.0		1.7		3.9		2.4

		Dental/orthodontist				5.2		11.7		12.2		-2.7		-0.9		6.3		12.7		0.0		7.1		2.7		-2.6		11.7		-7.0		2.6

		Total				5.9		6.5		4.0		4.0		3.6		2.9		6.2		2.3		2.9		3.1		1.8		1.7		0.4		1.4

		Source: Medicare Statistics, Department of Health and Aged Care.
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		Table 112: Medicare providers per 100,000 population, 1984–85 to 1997–98

		Peer group

		Specialty		1984–85		1985–86		1986–87		1987–88		1988–89		1989–90		1990–91		1991–92		1992–93		1993–94		1994–95		1995–96		1996–97		1997–98		1998–99

		General		107.4		112.4		118.7		121.5		124.2		126.8		128.1		130.0		130.7		132.1		134.0		133.1		132.3		129.4		127.5

		Vocationally registered GP		. .		..		..		..		. .		30.0		43.2		61.4		83.9		91.2		96.0		96.7		97.5		98.0		98.0

		Other medical practitioner		107.4		112.4		118.7		121.5		124.2		96.8		84.9		68.6		46.8		40.9		38.0		36.4		34.8		31.4		29.5

		Obstetrician/gynaecologist		5.3		5.2		5.2		5.3		5.2		5.3		5.3		5.3		5.3		4.9		5.0		4.9		4.9		4.9		4.9

		In-vitro fertilisation		n.a.		n.a.		n.a.		n.a.		n.a.		n.a.		n.a.		n.a.		n.a.		0.4		0.4		0.4		0.4		0.4		0.4

		Surgeon		20.2		21.2		21.7		22.0		22.5		22.8		23.1		23.7		24.1		24.8		25.4		25.7		25.9		26.2		26.6

		Specialist		18.2		18.5		18.9		18.9		19.0		18.9		19.0		19.2		19.4		19.5		19.8		19.6		19.6		19.8		20.3

		Non specialist		2.0		2.7		2.8		3.1		3.5		3.9		4.1		4.5		4.7		5.3		5.6		6.1		6.3		6.4		6.4

		Anaesthetist		8.0		8.3		8.8		9.0		9.4		9.5		9.7		10.0		10.2		10.6		10.8		11.1		11.2		11.4		11.8

		Specialist		7.6		7.9		8.4		8.6		8.9		9.0		9.2		9.4		9.6		10.0		10.0		10.2		10.3		10.4		10.7

		Non specialist		0.4		0.4		0.4		0.4		0.5		0.5		0.5		0.6		0.6		0.6		0.8		0.9		0.9		1.0		1.1

		Psychiatrist		6.5		6.9		7.2		7.3		7.6		7.8		8.0		8.2		8.5		8.7		8.8		8.8		9.0		9.0		9.3

		Radiation oncology specialist		0.4		0.4		0.5		0.6		0.6		0.6		0.6		0.6		0.6		0.6		0.7		0.7		0.7		0.8		0.7

		Dermatologist		1.3		1.3		1.4		1.4		1.4		1.4		1.4		1.4		1.4		1.5		1.5		1.5		1.5		1.6		1.6

		Physician		14.1		14.5		15.1		15.7		16.1		16.7		17.2		18.0		18.9		19.5		20.3		21.1		22.0		22.7		23.5

		Other medical		1.4		1.5		1.5		1.4		1.5		1.4		1.7		1.5		1.7		2.0		2.1		2.4		2.6		2.6		2.7

		Optometrist		5.7		5.9		6.1		6.2		6.4		6.6		6.7		13.1(a)		13.3		13.6		13.8		14.1		14.1		14.5		14.7

		Dental/orthodontist		1.6		1.6		1.8		2.0		1.9		1.9		2.0		2.2		2.2		2.3		2.3		2.2		2.5		2.3		2.3

		Total		171.8		179.3		188.0		192.3		196.7		200.8		203.9		214.0		216.9		220.8		225.0		226.0		227.3		225.8		226.0

		(a)  Prior to 1991–92 optometry services provided by a multi-practitioner practice may have been billed to Medicare under

		the provider number of the principal. From 1991–92 services were billed by the provider number of each practitioner.

		Source: Medicare Statistics, Department of Health and Aged Care.
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Figure 3: Australia: General practitioners per 100,000 population, 1984–85 to 1998-99



T113

		

		Table 113: Mean number of Medicare services per Medicare provider, 1984-85 to 1997-98

		Peer group

		Specialty		1984–85		1985–86		1986–87		1987–88		1988–89		1989–90		1990–91		1991–92		1992–93		1993–94		1994–95		1995–96		1996–97		1997–98

		General

		Vocationally registered GP		. .		. .		. .		. .		. .		5,808		5,666		5,749		5,637		5,428		5,304		5,345		5,250		5,199

		Other medical practitioner		3,995		3,981		3,835		3,856		3,928		3,476		3,074		2,490		1,520		1,521		1,426		1,554		1,673		1,825

		Obstetrician/gynaecologist		2,318		2,462		2,531		2,398		2,423		2,479		2,461		2,446		2,404		2,265		2,370		2,777		2,990		2,790

		IVF		n.a.		n.a.		n.a.		n.a.		n.a.		n.a.		n.a.		n.a.		n.a.		3,878		3,947		3,973		4,011		3,998

		Surgeon

		Specialist		2,160		2,227		2,252		2,249		2,263		2,327		2,378		2,430		2,473		2,497		2,502		2,510		2,488		2,432

		Non specialist		436		406		355		330		377		351		295		298		424		418		444		460		365		450

		Anaesthetist

		Specialist		1,606		1,650		1,640		1,414		1,352		1,376		1,411		1,429		1,452		1,424		1,463		1,441		1,450		1,413

		Non specialist		1,428		1,416		1,429		1,280		1,144		1,293		1,292		1,335		1,405		1,632		1,508		1,627		1,667		1,577

		Psychiatrist		1,241		1,228		1,235		1,239		1,221		1,265		1,273		1,314		1,334		1,368		1,379		1,385		1,317		1,281

		Diagnostic imagist

		Specialist		5,808		6,243		6,332		6,180		6,618		6,934		7,391		7,092		7,203		7,260		7,503		6,928		6,520		6,224

		Non specialist		2,362		3,181		2,569		2,515		2,577		2,623		2,632		2,271		2,499		2,760		2,762		2,584		2,857		2,721

		Radiation oncology specialist		3,348		3,358		2,914		2,531		2,854		3,154		3,344		3,439		3,704		3,825		4,017		4,053		4,222		4,333

		Pathologist

		Specialist		42,397		45,929		49,421		46,389		49,328		42,041		40,498		47,456		65,403		73,330		83,938		87,892		92,017		96,891

		Non specialist		10,525		9,902		12,250		11,808		11,325		8,590		7,729		6,586		7,467		9,618		9,923		10,115		12,362		14,962

		Dermatologist		4,729		4,987		5,124		5,217		5,421		5,359		5,647		6,034		6,409		6,334		6,366		6,191		6,249		5,971

		Physician		1,846		1,912		1,967		1,925		2,014		1,999		1,987		2,069		2,105		2,106		2,138		2,140		2,128		2,095

		Other medical		4,032		3,590		3,861		3,370		3,113		3,343		2,793		2,281		2,194		1,816		1,680		1,567		1,559		1,446

		Optometrist		1,650		1,780		1,936		1,955		2,054		2,147		2,260		1,218(a)		1,275		1,296		1,314		1,380		1,399		1,382

		Dental/orthodontist		33		32		31		28		30		33		42		63		96		105		111		124		121		142

		Total		3,945		3,985		3,965		3,984		4,067		3,974		3,909		3,927		4,227		4,302		4,381		4,433		4,437		4,480

		(a)  Prior to 1991–92 optometry services provided by a multi-practitioner practice may have been billed to Medicare under

		the provider number of the principal. From 1991–92 services were billed by the provider number of each practitioner.

		Source: Medicare Statistics, Department of Health and Aged Care.
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		Table 114: Mean number of Medicare services per person, 1984-85 to 1998-99

		Age group		1984–85		1985–86		1986–87		1987–88		1988–89		1989–90		1990–91		1991–92		1992–93		1993–94		1994–95		1995–96		1996–97		1997–98		1998–99

																				Males

		0–4		7.34		7.49		7.83		8.10		8.48		8.67		8.49		8.86		9.70		9.89		9.66		9.81		9.61		9.51		9.29

		5–9		4.30		4.32		4.41		4.68		4.94		5.09		4.76		4.99		5.38		5.46		5.24		5.27		5.19		5.22		5.11

		10–14		3.42		3.63		3.71		3.91		4.09		4.22		3.98		4.22		4.49		4.59		4.49		4.52		4.48		4.53		4.42

		15–19		3.33		3.55		3.71		3.94		4.12		4.31		4.22		4.38		4.70		4.81		4.77		4.84		4.80		4.72		4.69

		20–24		3.70		4.03		4.20		4.30		4.42		4.44		4.37		4.57		4.93		5.09		5.19		5.38		5.31		5.11		5.01

		25–34		4.14		4.42		5.58		4.73		4.90		4.87		4.88		5.13		5.48		5.62		5.80		5.95		5.92		5.83		5.73

		35–44		4.79		5.09		5.31		5.51		5.76		5.69		5.72		5.99		6.38		6.58		6.84		7.04		7.02		7.00		7.05

		45–54		6.56		6.94		7.13		7.32		7.47		7.34		7.39		7.65		8.22		8.59		9.02		9.32		9.32		9.38		9.50

		55–64		8.22		8.90		9.59		10.05		10.54		10.71		10.98		11.66		12.68		13.30		13.90		14.28		14.24		14.40		14.45

		65–74		10.16		10.53		10.92		10.99		11.18		11.25		11.47		12.53		14.19		15.55		17.03		18.23		18.99		20.09		21.09

		75+		14.00		14.60		15.48		15.68		16.09		16.24		16.43		17.37		18.86		19.58		19.86		20.18		20.12		20.09		19.79

		Total		5.57		5.90		6.18		6.40		6.65		6.71		6.72		7.10		7.73		8.07		8.35		8.63		8.67		8.75		8.81

																				Females

		0–4		6.60		6.77		7.08		7.32		7.73		7.91		7.71		8.07		8.85		9.04		8.85		8.99		8.84		8.72		8.54

		5–9		4.21		4.25		4.35		4.67		4.91		5.03		4.73		4.98		5.37		5.47		5.23		5.23		5.19		5.21		5.14

		10–14		3.56		3.80		3.90		4.08		4.31		4.38		4.17		4.38		4.67		4.76		4.63		4.64		4.60		4.64		4.60

		15–19		6.03		6.36		6.55		6.82		7.25		7.31		7.30		7.63		8.19		8.48		8.53		8.61		8.39		8.17		8.21

		20–24		9.15		8.72		9.93		9.93		10.23		9.91		9.70		10.20		11.16		11.61		11.93		12.26		11.84		11.36		11.15

		25–34		9.95		10.50		10.87		11.05		11.48		11.03		10.89		11.35		12.38		12.70		13.14		13.51		13.48		13.34		13.26

		35–44		8.30		8.86		9.15		9.50		10.01		9.80		9.80		10.34		11.25		11.54		11.97		12.11		12.06		12.04		12.15

		45–54		9.42		10.04		10.37		10.76		11.19		11.04		11.18		11.70		12.77		13.11		13.61		13.79		13.79		13.79		13.99

		55–64		10.72		11.42		11.98		12.38		12.87		12.82		13.02		13.80		14.98		15.47		16.08		16.54		16.67		16.99		17.23

		65–74		13.45		14.08		14.75		15.01		15.44		15.38		15.49		16.42		17.74		18.38		19.23		20.01		20.46		21.01		21.64

		75+		16.63		17.27		18.28		18.44		18.83		19.05		19.33		20.40		21.93		22.57		23.00		23.63		23.93		24.06		24.41

		Total		8.74		9.25		9.63		9.91		10.34		10.24		10.24		10.79		11.74		12.11		12.46		12.76		12.78		12.80		12.92

		Persons		7.16		7.58		7.91		8.16		8.50		8.48		8.48		8.95		9.74		10.10		10.41		10.70		10.73		10.78		10.87

										( year on year per cent change)

																				Males

		0–4								. .		4.7		2.2		-2.1		4.4		9.5		2.0		-2.3		1.6		-2.0		-1.0

		5–9								. .		5.6		3.0		-6.5		4.8		7.8		1.5		-4.0		0.6		-1.5		0.6

		10–14								. .		4.6		3.2		-5.7		6.0		6.4		2.2		-2.2		0.7		-0.9		1.1

		15–19								. .		4.6		4.6		-2.1		3.8		7.3		2.3		-0.8		1.5		-0.8		-1.7

		20–24								. .		2.8		0.5		-1.6		4.6		7.9		3.2		2.0		3.7		-1.3		-3.8

		25–34								. .		3.6		-0.6		0.2		5.1		6.8		2.6		3.2		2.6		-0.5		-1.5

		35–44								. .		4.5		-1.2		0.5		4.7		6.5		3.1		4.0		2.9		-0.3		-0.3

		45–54								. .		2.0		-1.7		0.7		3.5		7.5		4.5		5.0		3.3		0.0		0.6

		55–64								. .		4.9		1.6		2.5		6.2		8.7		4.9		4.5		2.7		-0.3		1.1

		65–74								. .		1.7		0.6		2.0		9.2		13.2		9.6		9.5		7.0		4.2		5.8

		75+								. .		2.6		0.9		1.2		5.7		8.6		3.8		1.4		1.6		-0.3		-0.1

		Total								. .		3.9		0.9		0.1		5.7		8.9		4.4		3.5		3.4		0.5		0.9

																				Females

		0–4								. .		5.6		2.3		-2.5		4.7		9.7		2.1		-2.1		1.6		-1.7		-1.4

		5–9								. .		5.1		2.4		-6.0		5.3		7.8		1.9		-4.4		0.0		-0.8		0.4

		10–14								. .		5.6		1.6		-4.8		5.0		6.6		1.9		-2.7		0.2		-0.9		0.9

		15–19								. .		6.3		0.8		-0.1		4.5		7.3		3.5		0.6		0.9		-2.6		-2.6

		20–24								. .		3.0		-3.1		-2.1		5.2		9.4		4.0		2.8		2.8		-3.4		-4.1

		25–34								. .		3.9		-3.9		-1.3		4.2		9.1		2.6		3.5		2.8		-0.2		-1.0

		35–44								. .		5.4		-2.1		0.0		5.5		8.8		2.6		3.7		1.2		-0.4		-0.2

		45–54								. .		4.0		-1.3		1.3		4.7		9.1		2.7		3.8		1.3		0.0		0.0

		55–64								. .		4.0		-0.4		1.6		6.0		8.6		3.3		3.9		2.9		0.8		1.9

		65–74								. .		2.9		-0.4		0.7		6.0		8.0		3.6		4.6		4.1		2.2		2.7

		75+								. .		2.1		1.2		1.5		5.5		7.5		2.9		1.9		2.7		1.3		0.5

		Total								. .		4.3		-1.0		0.0		5.4		8.8		3.2		2.9		2.4		0.2		0.2

		Persons								. .		4.2		-0.2		0.0		5.5		8.8		3.7		3.1		2.8		0.3		0.5

		Source: Medicare Statistics, Department of Health and Aged Care.
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		Table 17(b) PHARMACEUTICAL BENEFITS SCHEME - HISTORY

		GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE       -$-

				General		Pensioner/concession		Other		Patient Contribution		General		Pensioner/concession		Other		Patient Contribution

		1948/49		0.00		0.00		0.00		0.00		132,536				165,538		0

		1949/50		0.00		0.00		0.00		0.00		346,682				262,696		0

		1950/51		0.01		0.00		0.00		0.00		5,453,558				406,768		0

		1951/52		0.01		0.00		0.00		0.00		13,424,294		715,264		1,230,536		0

		1952/53		0.01		0.00		0.00		0.00		12,399,568		1,457,316		573,734		0

		1953/54		0.01		0.00		0.00		0.00		14,320,372		2,021,560		2,116,894		0

		1954/55		0.02		0.00		0.00		0.00		16,303,940		2,589,672		2,585,322		0

		1955/56		0.02		0.00		0.00		0.00		18,061,092		3,015,920		2,697,858		0

		1956/57		0.02		0.00		0.00		0.00		17,171,670		3,586,200		2,675,776		0

		1957/58		0.02		0.00		0.00		0.00		22,826,484		4,246,490		2,995,004		0

		1958/59		0.03		0.01		0.00		0.00		33,112,570		5,034,746		3,798,278		0

		1959/60		0.04		0.01		0.00		0.00		36,714,806		7,148,446		4,808,090		1,890,756

		1960/61		0.03		0.01		0.01		0.01		34,282,496		14,676,698		6,803,248		10,324,740

		1961/62		0.04		0.02		0.01		0.01		44,632,488		18,194,996		7,552,282		13,007,776

		1962/63		0.05		0.02		0.01		0.01		47,093,026		19,830,750		9,986,382		14,742,448

		1963/64		0.05		0.02		0.01		0.02		46,460,998		20,601,714		11,775,958		15,573,804

		1964/65		0.05		0.02		0.01		0.02		48,929,748		21,564,420		11,708,442		16,841,354

		1965/66		0.05		0.02		0.01		0.02		53,078,046		24,071,127		14,634,501		17,481,228

		1966/67		0.06		0.03		0.02		0.02		56,655,939		29,280,268		15,344,592		18,347,036

		1967/68		0.06		0.03		0.02		0.02		56,800,249		32,115,335		16,218,859		18,504,345

		1968/69		0.06		0.04		0.02		0.02		64,024,983		36,609,257		17,739,118		20,129,402

		1969/70		0.07		0.04		0.02		0.02		73,227,887		41,068,702		22,421,727		21,941,691

		1970/71		0.09		0.05		0.03		0.02		88,176,385		45,180,856		26,917,666		24,384,028

		1971/72		0.09		0.05		0.03		0.04		90,061,869		52,005,350		31,201,229		35,466,642

		1972/73		0.09		0.06		0.03		0.05		87,431,438		58,139,459		32,061,691		48,640,243

		1973/74		0.11		0.07		0.04		0.06		108,066,351		66,802,821		43,426,672		59,015,335

		1974/75		0.13		0.08		0.05		0.07		131,341,320		80,586,986		50,368,781		66,827,982

		1975/76		0.15		0.11		0.03		0.10		149,033,245		107,317,318		27,490,706		95,244,660

		1976/77		0.11		0.12		0.01		0.11		111,077,507		115,201,775		8,623,582		111,676,421

		1977/78		0.12		0.13		0.01		0.12		118,303,375		127,911,837		9,832,410		115,025,169

		1978/79		0.11		0.15		0.01		0.13		110,425,438		151,125,681		9,767,502		129,540,759

		1979/80		0.10		0.17		0.01		0.12		101,185,503		166,361,113		7,088,452		123,418,168

		1980/81		0.11		0.19		0.01		0.13		107,903,558		191,043,798		10,267,063		129,923,272

		1981/82		0.14		0.24		0.01		0.16		139,547,856		239,894,493		11,377,241		157,957,635

		1982/83		0.13		0.28		0.01		0.18		131,773,044		283,808,468		14,685,428		176,500,374

		1983/84		0.11		0.32		0.02		0.19		114,638,367		317,819,660		17,490,165		186,018,473

		1984/85		0.14		0.36		0.02		0.22		142,439,672		357,096,392		17,877,162		221,350,358

		1985/86		0.14		0.40		0.02		0.24		138,365,148		399,480,660		19,258,116		243,001,453

		1986/87		0.14		0.46		0.02		0.19		140,571,611		458,199,437		23,457,302		189,178,606

		1987/88		0.11		0.57		0.04		0.14		111,740,361		573,974,189		35,612,019		136,777,587

		1988/89		0.13		0.80		0.03		0.17		132,040,607		799,111,213		33,194,842		168,307,365

		1989/90		0.17		0.86		0.04		0.18		170,039,203		858,299,448		43,852,385		184,762,093

		1990/91		0.16		0.97		0.06		0.22		157,783,001		965,510,852		64,798,247		223,793,854

		1991/92		0.22		0.90		0.10		0.31		216,075,031		903,401,113		100,877,801		308,228,209

		1992/93		0.31		1.10		0.10		0.36		307,193,500		1,096,221,630		101,552,426		359,897,229

		1993/94		0.37		1.32		0.12		0.40		367,361,801		1,317,237,572		116,696,888		395,679,318

		1994/95		0.38		1.50		0.11		0.44		384,204,185		1,497,475,863		109,621,215		444,542,123

		1995/96		0.46		1.73		0.14		0.48		461,680,936		1,729,563,066		135,473,133		478,102,064

		1996/97		0.47		1.87		0.21		0.53		465,078,126		1,867,471,996		205,545,012		530,195,638

		1997/98		0.51		2.02		0.26		0.57		510,470,034		2,016,047,417		258,950,240		570,804,294

		1998/99		0.58		2.21		0.29		0.60		575,659,772		2,206,613,642		287,469,135		601,336,926

		1999/2000		0.63		2.55		0.31		0.65		628,026,977		2,548,461,822		311,727,000		651,767,536
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Source: Commonwealth Department of Health & Aged Care(2000) PBS Expenditure and prescriptions 1999 to 2000. Canberra: Department of Health and Aged Care - Tables 1,2,5
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Pensioner/concession

Other
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Figure 7.4 Australia: Trend in expenditure on Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme, 1948/49 to 1999/2000



Fig7.5,Up

				GP Attendances		Specialist Attendances		Obstetrics		Pathology		Diagnostic imaging		Operations		Optometry		Other		TOTAL

		1999/2000		2,452,289		969,176		60,047		1,087,554		1,104,964		634,325		155,059		343,523		6,944,952
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Source: Commonwealth Department of Health & Aged Care (2000) Medicare Statistics September Quarter 2000. Canberra: Department of Health & Aged Care. Table B4

Figure 7.5 Australia: Percentage distribution of MBS benefits expenditure by type of service 1999/2000
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		Year		Services per capita		Expenditure

		1984-85		7.2		2.279914		2279914

		1985-86		7.6		2.608785		2608785		0.1442471076

		1986-87		7.9		2.881814		2881814		0.1046575321

		1987-88		8.2		3.09058		3090580		0.0724425657

		1988-89		8.5		3.394586		3394586		0.0983653554

		1989-90		8.5		3.805357		3805357		0.1210076869

		1990-91		8.5		4.238363		4238363		0.1137885355

		1991-92		9.0		4.589564		4589564		0.0828624165

		1992-93		9.7		5.018095		5018095		0.0933707428

		1993-94		10.1		5.373259		5373259		0.0707766593

		1994-95		10.4		5.696688		5696688		0.0601923339

		1995-96		10.7		6.038382		6038382		0.059981168

		1996-97		10.7		6.157955		6157955		0.0198021589

		1997-98		10.8		6.333536		6333536		0.0285128748

		1998-99		10.9		6.669106		6669106

		1999-2000		10.9		6.944952		6944952
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Source: Commonwealth Department of Health & Aged Care (2000) Medicare Statistics September Quarter 2000. Canberra: Department of Health & Aged Care. Table A4 &A1
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Figure 7.6 Australia: Trend in MBS expenditure and services per capita, 1984/84 to 1999/2000
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				Persons		Services

		0		13.88		0

		1		22.82		0.85

		2		30.46		2.31

		3		37.15		4.23

		4		43.14		6.51

		5		48.48		9.06

		6		53.3		11.82

		7		57.6		14.69

		8		61.44		17.62

		9		64.86		20.56

		10		67.93		23.48

		11-12		73.14		29.19

		13-15		79.18		37.21

		16-20		85.99		48.79

		21-25		89.58		56.45

		26-30		93.11		65.62

		31-40		96.25		76.06

		41-50		97.76		82.56

		51+		100		100
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				1984/85		1984/85		1999/2000		1999/2000

				Female		Male		Female		Male

		0- 4		6.60		7.34		8.8		9.59

		5- 9		4.21		4.30		4.75		4.75

		10-14		3.56		3.42		4.36		4.22

		15-19		6.03		3.33		8.16		4.71

		20-24		9.15		3.70		10.82		4.89

		25-34		9.95		4.14		13.03		5.62

		35-44		8.30		4.79		12.13		7.06

		45-54		9.42		6.56		14.03		9.54

		55-64		10.72		8.22		17.47		14.52

		65-74		13.45		10.16		22.27		21.96

		75+		16.63		14.00		24.41		18.71
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Source: Commonwealth Department of Health & Aged Care (2000) Medicare Statistics September Quarter 2000. Canberra: Department of Health & Aged Care. Table D1
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Figure 7.8 Australia: Number of MBS services used per capita, by age and gender, 1984/85 and 1999/2000



Fig7.9,Up

		Year/Qtr

				TOTAL

		1984/85		52.5

		1985/86		55.8

		1986/87		60.1

		1987/88		62.0

		1988/89		64.7

		1989/90		67.4

		1990/91		70.3

		1991/92		72.0

		1992/93		74.2

		1993/94		77.0

		1994/95		78.5

		1995/96		80.1

		1996/97		80.6

		1997/98		79.8

		1998/99		79.4

		1999/2000		79.1

		2000/01		77.6

		2001/02		74.9

		2002/03		70.0
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Source: Commonwealth Department of Health & Aged Care (2000) Medicare Statistics September Quarter 2000. Canberra: Department of Health & Aged Care. Table B7

Year

Percentage

Figure 1:  Australia: Percentage of General Practitioner attendances bulk billed, 1984/85 to 2002/03
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				GP Attendances		Specialist Attendances		Obstetrics		Anaesthetics		Pathology		Diagnostic imaging		Operations		Optometry		OTHER		TOTAL

		Direct billing		79.1		31.7		24.6		11.1		82.3		64.2		44.5		95.8		42.2		72.3

		Billed at or below schedule fee		82.6		53.5		45.3		28.9		92.5		74.9		64.4		99.2		73.5		81.2
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Source: Commonwealth Department of Health & Aged Care (2000) Medicare Statistics September Quarter 2000. Canberra: Department of Health & Aged Care. Table B7 & B8
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Figure 7.10 Australia: Percentage of services direct billed or billed at or below the schedule fee, by type of service, 1999/2000
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				Females		Males		Females		Males		Population, Females		Population, Males

		under 65		0.3486008954		0.3835170289		2,892		3,259		8296020		8497667

		65–69		6.5145540995		6.8695720684		2,247		2,267		344920		330006

		70–74		16.6824047844		14.6776630058		5,512		4,314		330408		293916

		75–79		44.0304885494		31.0483630918		12,622		6,780		286665		218369

		80–84		112.2527475483		65.3373868442		20,867		7,694		185893		117758

		85–89		245.1345039356		141.0773112778		28,340		8,051		115610		57068

		90+		343.8530004404		252.2159170848		25,768		5,378		74939		21323
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Figure 7.16 Australia: Number of persons in residential aged care facilities per 1000 population, by age and gender, 30 June 2000
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		Table 3.8: Separations of permanent residents, length of stay by separation mode,

		1 July to 30 June 1999

				Death		Return to community		To hospital		To another facility		Unknown		Total

		<4 weeks		2,771		491		260		160		110		3,792

		4–<8 weeks		1,817		279		180		137		104		2,517

		8–<13 weeks		1,668		207		167		134		51		2,227

		13–<26 weeks		2,804		322		315		261		127		3,829

		26–<39 weeks		2,050		173		187		218		52		2,680

		39–<52 weeks		1,697		100		163		174		47		2,181

		1–<2 years		5,451		221		544		494		172		6,882

		2–<3 years		4,865		82		372		355		82		5,756

		3–<4 years		3,750		44		250		224		76		4,344

		4–<5 years		2,660		42		168		182		41		3,093

		5–<8 years		3,936		39		234		216		67		4,492

		8+ years		2,486		20		132		128		56		2,822

		Total		35,955		2,020		2,972		2,683		985		44,615



Source:- AIHW (2000) Residential aged care facilities in Australia 1998-99, Cat No AGE 16, Canberra: AIHW (Aged Care Statistics Series). Table 1.1 & 2.1
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Source:- AIHW (2000) Residential aged care facilities in Australia 1998-99, Cat No AGE 16, Canberra: AIHW (Aged Care Statistics Series). Table 3.8
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Figure 7.17 Australia: Duration of stay of permanent residents in nursing homes, by mode of separation, 1 July 1999 to 30 June 2000



pbs useage

		pbs data from dept website

		Table 10(a): Significant drug groups (incl Drs bag) by highest Government cost, year ending June 2000 to year ending June 2001

		Significant drug groups (incl Drs bag) by highest Government cost, year ending June 2000 to year ending June 2001

				Year ending June 2001								Percentage change 2000-2001				Year ending June 2000

		ATC Group Level 2		Volume		Govt Cost $		Total Cost $		Ave Price $		Total Cost		Ave Price		Volume		Govt Cost $		Total Cost $		Ave Price $

		SERUMLIPIDREDUCING AGENTS		11,430,524		570,921,711		658,219,248		57.58		20.74		2.18		9,672,941		473,677,001		545,144,066		56.36

		ANTACIDS, DRUGS FOR TREATM.OF PEPT.ULC.AND FLATUL.		9,137,387		324,269,082		380,637,438		41.66		1.76		-0.24		8,958,001		315,420,401		374,046,227		41.76

		AGENTS ACTING ON RENIN-ANGIOTENSIN SYSTEM		14,467,440		304,440,308		414,848,881		28.67		14.09		-2.47		12,368,588		271,928,039		363,628,818		29.4

		ANTI-ASTHMATICS		10,124,812		274,322,216		332,571,974		32.85		10.73		8.52		9,922,337		246,460,575		300,336,867		30.27

		PSYCHOANALEPTICS		9,536,194		252,175,668		327,940,376		34.39		20.48		6.24		8,409,110		210,342,270		272,189,514		32.37

		ANTIINFLAMMATORY AND ANTIRHEUMATIC PRODUCTS		6,920,237		205,337,324		242,443,836		35.03		326.66		169.18		4,365,941		44,327,749		56,823,491		13.02

		PSYCHOLEPTICS		7,834,987		171,395,099		194,485,908		24.82		20.63		19.24		7,744,578		139,819,668		161,226,081		20.82

		CALCIUM CHANNEL BLOCKERS		7,420,001		144,680,684		184,629,358		24.88		-2.66		-0.5		7,584,718		147,695,314		189,673,450		25.01

		ANTIBACTERIALS FOR SYSTEMIC USE		11,588,437		135,548,304		174,837,785		15.09		1.51		1.54		11,591,539		134,121,056		172,230,006		14.86

		ANTIDIABETIC THERAPY		3,856,089		129,940,486		143,214,109		37.14		14.32		2.39		3,453,602		113,664,232		125,275,063		36.27

		ANTINEOPLASTIC AGENTS		321,142		98,463,019		101,259,122		315.31		51.13		28.94		273,986		64,882,897		67,001,632		244.54

		SEX HORMONES AND MODULATORS OF THE GENITAL SYSTEM		5,865,528		98,113,855		120,620,518		20.56		13.07		7.88		5,596,130		85,740,903		106,676,346		19.06

		ANALGESICS		9,767,898		96,552,197		122,812,256		12.57		12.86		8.33		9,375,680		84,961,794		108,819,198		11.61

		ENDOCRINE THERAPY		359,071		82,862,941		85,474,172		238.04		10.63		5.08		341,072		74,896,418		77,262,160		226.53

		OTHER NERVOUS SYSTEM DRUGS		429,777		74,055,521		78,411,020		182.45		1279.52		345.94		138,928		5,145,026		5,683,923		40.91

		ANTIEPILEPTICS		1,430,920		72,607,535		82,779,885		57.85		9.61		4.59		1,365,439		65,999,929		75,521,949		55.31

		OPHTHALMOLOGICALS		5,499,042		71,734,585		89,455,658		16.27		11.92		4.51		5,135,029		64,115,874		79,928,604		15.57

		Change, year ending June 2000 to year ending June 2001										Volume		Govt Cost $		Total Cost $		Ave Price $

						Change								Percentage Change

		SERUMLIPIDREDUCING AGENTS		1,757,583		97,244,710		113,075,182		1.23		18.17		20.53		20.74		2.18

		ANTACIDS, DRUGS FOR TREATM.OF PEPT.ULC.AND FLATUL.		179,386		8,848,681		6,591,211		-0.1		2		2.81		1.76		-0.24

		AGENTS ACTING ON RENIN-ANGIOTENSIN SYSTEM		2,098,852		32,512,269		51,220,063		-0.72		16.97		11.96		14.09		-2.47

		ANTI-ASTHMATICS		202,475		27,861,641		32,235,107		2.58		2.04		11.3		10.73		8.52

		PSYCHOANALEPTICS		1,127,084		41,833,398		55,750,862		2.02		13.4		19.89		20.48		6.24

		ANTIINFLAMMATORY AND ANTIRHEUMATIC PRODUCTS		2,554,296		161,009,575		185,620,345		22.02		58.51		363.23		326.66		169.18

		PSYCHOLEPTICS		90,409		31,575,431		33,259,827		4		1.17		22.58		20.63		19.24

		CALCIUM CHANNEL BLOCKERS		-164,717		-3,014,630		-5,044,092		-0.12		-2.17		-2.04		-2.66		-0.5

		ANTIBACTERIALS FOR SYSTEMIC USE		-3,102		1,427,248		2,607,779		0.23		-0.03		1.06		1.51		1.54

		ANTIDIABETIC THERAPY		402,487		16,276,254		17,939,046		0.87		11.65		14.32		14.32		2.39

		ANTINEOPLASTIC AGENTS		47,156		33,580,122		34,257,490		70.77		17.21		51.75		51.13		28.94

		SEX HORMONES AND MODULATORS OF THE GENITAL SYSTEM		269,398		12,372,952		13,944,172		1.5		4.81		14.43		13.07		7.88

		ANALGESICS		392,218		11,590,403		13,993,058		0.97		4.18		13.64		12.86		8.33

		ENDOCRINE THERAPY		17,999		7,966,523		8,212,012		11.52		5.28		10.64		10.63		5.08

		OTHER NERVOUS SYSTEM DRUGS		290,849		68,910,495		72,727,097		141.53		209.35		1339.36		1279.52		345.94

		ANTIEPILEPTICS		65,481		6,607,606		7,257,936		2.54		4.8		10.01		9.61		4.59

		OPHTHALMOLOGICALS		364,013		7,618,711		9,527,054		0.7		7.09		11.88		11.92		4.51
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age-sex prescription rates

				Males		Females

		< 1		77		66

		1-4		72		73

		5-14		70		71

		15-24		74		73

		25-44		79		74

		45-64		99		104

		65-74		119		126

		75+		116		123

		source: britt et al p46





age-sex prescription rates
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Males

Females

Age-gender specific prescription rates per 100 encounters with general practitioners, Australia, 2000-2001



drug prices

				US		Canada		UK		Sweden		France		Spain		NZ

		New innovative products		2.17		1.09		1.26		1.17		0.92		0.85		1

		Me-too pharmaceuticals		2.99		1.71		1.64		1.65		1.18		1.08		1.01

		Generics		4.63		2.15		1.77		1.65		1.28		0.97		0.92

		All categories		3.48		1.81		1.64		1.57		1.17		1.02		0.98





drug prices

		0		0		0		0

		0		0		0		0

		0		0		0		0

		0		0		0		0

		0		0		0		0

		0		0		0		0

		0		0		0		0



New innovative products

Me-too pharmaceuticals

Generics

All categories

Ratio of prevailing prices for pharmaceuticals in selected countries compared with PBS prices (Australian PBS = 1.0), 2000



new lifetime resi prob

		

		0		0.24		0.42

				Males		Females

		65		0.29		0.46

		66		0.29		0.46

		67		0.30		0.47

		68		0.30		0.47

		69		0.30		0.47

		70		0.31		0.48

		71		0.31		0.48

		72		0.32		0.49

		73		0.33		0.50

		74		0.33		0.50

		75		0.34		0.51

		76		0.35		0.52

		77		0.36		0.53

		78		0.37		0.54

		79		0.38		0.55

		80		0.39		0.56

		81		0.40		0.57

		82		0.42		0.58

		83		0.43		0.59

		84		0.44		0.60

		85		0.46		0.62

		86		0.47		0.63

		87		0.49		0.64

		88		0.51		0.66

		89		0.52		0.67

		90		0.54		0.69

		91		0.55		0.71

		92		0.56		0.73

		93		0.57		0.75

		94		0.58		0.75

		95		0.54		0.75
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Males

Females

Current age

Lifetime Probability of permanently residing in aged care facility, 1999-2000
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new figure cacps

		cacps 30 june 2000

		Capital cities		10.8

		Other metro		11.6

		Large rural		14.4

		Small rural		10.4

		Other rural		6.9

		Remote centres		36.2

		Other remote		19.5

		All areas average		10.8

		source: table 3 aihw cacp 99-00
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Figure 5: Community Aged Care Packages per 1000 population 70 +, 30 June 2000, by geographic area
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Figure 2: Change in real price of Item 23, 1989-2002
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Sheet1

		Year		Item 23		Adj CPI		CPI 31 DEC										Year		Item 23		Relative price

		1989		21		21		99.2		99.2		100						1989		21		1

		1990		22.5		22.439516129		106		106.2857142857		99.7311827957						1990		22.5		1.0107816712

		1991		23.5		22.7782258065		107.6		111.0095238095		96.928620453						1991		23.5		1.0400070809

		1992		24		22.841733871		107.9		113.3714285714		95.173891129						1992		24		1.0591817821

		1993		24.15		23.2862903226		110		114.08		96.4235624123						1993		24.15		1.0454545455

		1994		24.3		23.8790322581		112.8		114.7885714286		98.2676224612						1994		24.3		1.0258358663

		1995		24.5		25.0856854839		118.5		115.7333333333		102.3905529954						1995		24.5		0.9845288326

		1996		24.5		25.466733871		120.3		115.7333333333		103.9458525346						1996		24.5		0.9697977279

		1997		24.7		25.4032258065		120		116.6780952381		102.8470680423						1997		24.7		0.9801587302

		1998		25.05		25.8054435484		121.9		118.3314285714		103.0157427081						1998		25.05		0.9785538498

		1999		25.85		26.2711693548		124.1		122.1104761905		101.6292818369						1999		25.85		0.9919036108

		2000		27		27.7953629032		131.3		127.5428571429		102.9457885305						2000		27		0.979218801

		2001		28.75		28.6633064516		135.4		135.8095238095		99.698457223						2001		28.75		1.0111134557

		2002		29.45		29.53125		139.5		139.1161904762		100.2758913413						2002		29.45		1.0052910053
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Figure 2: Change in real price of Item 23, 1989-2002
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