June 23, 2003
Senate Select Committee on Medicare

Secretary: Elton Humphery

The Senate

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Mr Humphery,

Re: Senate Select Committee on Medicare

The Royal Australian College of General Practitioners (RACGP) is pleased to have the opportunity of making a submission to the Senate Select Committee on Medicare. 

The RACGP’s submission is attached, and has also been provided in a ‘soft’ version, by email to your office. I apologise the delay in providing it to you, occasioned by my being overseas at the time the submission was due. Thank you for accommodating my need to review the submission before its lodgement. 

The RACGP is the national leader in setting and maintaining the standards for quality practice, education and research in Australian General Practice. The Australian public is well served by general practice which provides a world-class service to the community. 

Amongst its other aims, the RACGP seeks to work with other organisations to advance key concerns for General Practitioners, their patients and society. The College, through Australian General Practice, works to improve the standard of health care for all Australians and especially groups of people with special health care needs. To ensure that its work, and the work of General Practitioners, continues to be relevant to the Australian community, the RACGP also aims to increase its capacity to accurately forecast what the future holds for Australian General Practice. 

As a result, the RACGP has a keen interest in, and a responsibility for ensuring access to, and affordability of, general practice. 

In that context, I would like to express the RACGP’s wish to appear before the Committee, should that be appropriate. 

Should you have any questions about the submission from the RACGP, these could be directed, in the first instance to Mr Ian Watts, National Manager – GP Advocacy and Support. Mr Watts can be contacted on 03 8699 0544. 

Yours sincerely

Prof Michael Kidd

President

