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18 June 2003

The Secretary

Select Committee on Medicare

Suite S1 30

Parliament House

Canberra   ACT  2600

Dear Secretary,

Submission to the Senate Select Committee on Medicare 

The Australian Political Ministry Network Ltd (PolMin) welcomes the opportunity to make the following submission to the Senate’s Select Committee on Medicare.

Introduction
PolMin is an independent incorporated national membership organisation committed to bringing about systemic change in Australian society through influencing public policy for the common good in accordance with the principles of Catholic social teaching. PolMin is sponsored by Catholic Religious Congregations, and Catholic and non-Catholic lay persons, and Catholic religious make up PolMin’s membership based. Further information about PolMin can be found on our website: www.polmin.com.au 

Submission
Introduced by the Federal Hawke Labor Government in 1984 Medicare is a universal system for financing public hospitals and services by private doctors and some additional health services. It is financed through the tax system by way of a Medicare Levy. Medicare is premised on the principle of universality. This principle means equitable access for all to good quality health care provided by public hospitals, general practitioners, and other private health services. PolMin submits that Medicare’s principle of universality has failed to provide equitable access for all to good quality health care, and that thus failure is profoundly evident in Australians living in regional and rural regions.

PolMin believes the failure of the principle of universality to provide equitable access to good quality health care rests not in a defect of the principle but underlying fundamental structural defects of the Australian health care system. Equitable access to health care services has proven to be unachievable because: current State-Federal health care arrangements and management are not geared to effective and efficient distribution of health care resources; the general community does not value the idea of equitable access to a good quality health care at a national level; and medical practitioners are seriously disadvantaged setting up and running medical services outside of urban areas particularly in remote areas of Australia.

Discussions regarding the current rate of the Medicare Benefits Schedule and Practice Incentive Payments on practitioner incomes and the viability of bulk-billing practices, and the appropriate safety net for concession cardholders, side-step the more difficult issues of the structural defects that create and maintain inequitable access to good quality health care across Australia. Those actively supporting Medicare ignore the social reality that Medicare has failed to produce equitable access to good quality health care for all, and those who want to dismantle Medicare have not developed appropriate policy responses addressing these deep and profound structural defects inherent in Australia’s health care system.

PolMin strongly recommends to the Committee that it recommend to the Senate the establishment of an inquiry into the Australian healthcare system so as to properly identify the structural defects causing inequitable access to good quality healthcare in regional and rural Australia, and develop policies addressing these defects. Until this inquiry is undertaken and appropriate policies developed, then, Medicare will continue to be unable to bring about equitable access to good quality healthcare, meaning Australians living in regional and rural Australia will be denied access to good quality healthcare which is there right as Australian citizens.

Yours Sincerely,

James McGillicuddy

Coordinator

PolMin


Australian Political Ministry Network Ltd


Influencing public policy for the common good
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