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                      medicinewithmorality.org.au 

 
                                  Australian Doctors concerned with the drift  

            of ethics away from moral absolutes 
 

       lachlan@medicinewithmorality.org.au 
     PO Box 68 Morley WA 6943 

 
2 April 2008. 
 

Committee Secretary 
Senate Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs 
Department of the Senate 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
  

 
Dear Sir, 

Inquiry into the Rights of the Terminally Ill 
(Euthanasia Laws Repeal) Bill 2008 

 
The doctors of Medicine With Morality are united in their opposition to any law that 
permits euthanasia in Australia.  Decisions regarding euthanasia – as with other 
matters that determine our nation’s respect for human life – should transcend State 
and Territory rights.  Euthanasia is wrong.   
 
Morally, it is wrong.  
 
It is wrong to kill.  It is especially wrong to kill those for whom we have been given a 
mandate of care.  It is even more wrong for doctors to be involved in that killing.  It is 
for very good reason that the Hippocratic Oath states that I will give no deadly 
medicine to any one if asked.   Similarly, a great dictum of medicine is First, do no 
Harm and is also from Hippocrates: Primum non Nocere. 
 
Medically, it is unnecessary. 
 
Although we have compassion for those who are dying and who want euthanasia, 
compassion does not mean simple acquiescence to any patient demand.  Proper 
medical and compassionate care will help them get past that desire.  The option of very 
good palliative care in this country makes euthanasia unnecessary.  Relief from pain 
and distress is increasingly achievable and obtainable.  Killing should never be seen as 
a solution for misery. 
 
Sociologically, it has significant ramifications. 
 
The legalisation of euthanasia has inevitable flow-on consequences for society.  
 
There will be economic pressure on government to reduce palliative care services and 
for them to be less obtainable.  We must not allow the cheaper option of euthanasia to 
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ever become an easy reason to adopt such a course of action.  We can and we must 
ensure quality of care until death’s natural end for all Australians. 
 
We will also find that consent to euthanase will be extended to being made on behalf 
of those considered unable to consent – as has been widely reported in The 
Netherlands.  The very thought of determining which lives are worthy to be lived and 
the implications of this for the impaired and disabled should be terrifying for all of us. 
 
Please also consider the effect that legislation will have on the doctor-patient 
relationship.  Inevitably there will be pressure on the dying or infirm or handicapped 
to ask for or consent to be euthanased even when they want to keep on living.  This is 
the so-called duty to die – to relieve emotional, physical or financial distress on 
relatives or carers involved. 
 
The duty to die can also reflect a ‘state’ obligation.  Try to imagine the pressure put on 
an elderly infirm person in an overcrowded, understaffed nursing home where there is 
an expectation that they will agree to be killed because it is better for society. 
 
At the very least this leads to a perception by the patient of ambiguity in the role of the 
treating doctor and fear that their doctor’s attitude might change somewhere along the 
line of care.  Patients may justifiably conclude that doctors would be less enthusiastic 
in their care if they think the patient should be prepared to die and are supported in 
this view by society and the law.   
 
Ethical and moral values that honour our nation should be upheld.  The current law 
should remain in force. 
 

 
Dr Lachlan Dunjey MBBS FRACGP DObstRCOG (Contact Person) 
Box 68 Morley WA 6943   
0407 937 513 
 
Panel of Reference: 
Dr Peter Coleman MBBS Pallliative Care; General Practice  
 ACT 2305 
 
Dr Robert Pollnitz MBBS FRACP Paediatrics  
SA 5006 
 
Dr Cornelis Buma MBBS DRCOG BTheol General Practice  
WA 6064 
 
Professor Kuruvilla George MBBS MPhil DPM FRCPsych FRANZCP Aged Mental Health  
 Victoria 3131 
 
Dr Louise Elliott MBBS FRACGP DipObstRANZCOG GradDipRuralGP Rural General Practice  
NT 0871 
 
Dr Anthony Herbert MBBS BMedSci FRACP Paediatric Oncology and Palliative Care 
NSW 2145 
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Signatories: 
Dr John Francis MB BS FRACGP Sb St J Total General Practice 
 WA 6330  
 
Dr Felicity Wild MB BS General Practice  
WA 6062     
 
Dr. John MacLean MBBS General Practice 
 Vic 3195  
 
Dr Gregory Bennett MB BS(Syd)  FRACP  MMed Clin Epi Consultant Geriatrics and General Hospital Medicine  a NSW 2076  
 
Dr Ian Denness MBBS DCH FRACGP General Practice; Mission Medicine  
Vic 3129  
 
Dr Robyn James MBBS FRACGP DRANZCOG Women's Health  
 Qld 4051  
 
Dr Thalia Shuttleworth MB BS FRCSEd FRCOphth Ophthalmology (retired)  
 NSW 2088  
 
Dr Roslyn Davis MBBS (Hons) DCH Developmental Disability  
NSW 2580 
 
Dr Roger Fabian MD(Phil)  AMC  FRACGP General Practice  
NSW 2565  
 
Dr Andrew Hunt   Hospital Resident 
WA 6163  
 
Dr Andrew Kam MBBS FRACR Radiology  
 WA 6019  
 
Dr Peter Stone MBBS Lecturing  
Vic 3690  
 
Dr Alan Oloffs FRACP  MD  BSc Palliative Medicine  
 NSW 2774  
 
Dr Engkee Ng MBBS General Practice  
 NSW 2969  
 
Dr Norman Gage MBBS MRCS LRCP DipObstGynMRCOG  FRANZCOG GradDipMed(Pall Care) Palliative 
WA 6281  
 
Emeritus Professor Anthony J RADFORD FRACP FRACGP FAFPHM International Health & Medical Education  
SA 5062 
 
Dr John Mackay Stanhope MBBS  FAFPHM  FRACMA addictions (retired)  
 NSW 2121  
 
Dr Barbara Elgar MBBS DipObs FRACGP FRSTMH Emergency  
 SA 5163  
 
Rev Dr Malcolm Dunjey MBBS DPH DIH FRACMA FAFPHM BD Public Health Medicine (retired), psychiatry 
(parttime) WA 6149 
 
Dr Darryn Rennie MBBS  FRACGP General Practice  
WA 6230  
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Dr Luke Torre MBBS (hons) Anaesthetist  
WA 6014  
 
Dr Antoinette Zwaans MBBS Obstetrics and Gynaecology  
 WA 6005  
 
Dr Lloyd D'Orsogna MBBS Immunology 
WA 6000  
 
Dr Arthur Hartwig MBBS Retired Family Physician 
Qld 4066  
 
Dr Graeme Cumming BMed FRACGP General Practice 
QLD 4557 
 
Dr Peter Staer MBBS FRCS FRACS DipObstRCOG surgery, gynaecology (ret), part-time Administrative 
WA 6148  
 
Dr Ruth Highman MBBS BA(Psych) DCH Rural General Practice  
 WA 6016  
 
Dr Stephen Dunjey MBBS  FACEM Emergency Medicine  
 WA 6151  
 
Dr Antonia Turnbull MBBS General Practice 
 SA 5069  
 
Dr Barry Parsons MBBS General Practice  
 Qld 4556  
 
Mr Craig Hendry MBBS FRACS General Surgery  
WA 6231  
 
Dr Ray Binns MBBS Psychiatry  
 WA 6065  
 
Dr Aet Joasoo MD FRACP Endocrinology  
NSW 2119  
 
Dr Jeremy Beckett MBBS General Practice  
 WA 6101  
 
Dr Colin Martin MBBS FRACGP Rural General Practice  
NSW 2422  
 
Dr Susan Armstrong MBBS FRACGP General Practice  
NSW 2250 
 
Dr Thomas Flood MBBS Emergency Medicine  
 SA 5066  
 
Dr Keith Ng MBBS Pain Management Nutritional Medicine  
 NSW 2070   
 
Dr Robert Whittaker MBChB FRACGP FACRRM DA DipObst rural procedural general practitioner  
2871  
 
Dr Siew Lo MBBS FRACGP THA General Practice  
ACT 2615  
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Dr Yvonne Amos MBBS General Practice  
 NSW 2084  
 
Dr Catherine Girdler Bmed General Practice  
NSW 2299  
 
Dr Paula Kitto BMBS BSc Obstetrics  
 NT 0870  
 
Dr Vicki Ong MBBS FRACGP General Practice  
ACT 2606  
 
Dr Tim Roberts MBBS FRANZCO FRACS Ophthalmology  
NSW 2067  
 
Dr Stephen Seltenrych MBBS FRACGP Medicine  
NSW 2049  
 
Dr Norman Hohl MBBS DTM&H FAFPHM General Practice  
Qld 4215  
 
Dr Charles E. Elliott MA(Oxon) BM BCh FRACOG DRCOG GP Obstetrics  
Qld 4013  
 
Dr Richard Chittleborough MBBS FRACGP Residential Aged Care 
SA 5161  
 
Dr Peter Keith MBBS DTM&H GP  
NSW 2650  
 
Dr Susan Shaw MBBS DRACOG General Practice  
 WA 6330  
 
Dr Carolyn Russell MBBS FRACGP Mast Counselling DipRACOG GP Counselling  
Foundations Counselling Centre   
Shop 7 Clock Corner, Beams Rd Carseldine Qld 4034  
 
Dr Dennis Humphrey MBBS FRCS FRANZCOG Head Discipline O & G 
4Tas 7005  
 
Dr John North MBBS FRACS  
 Qld 4104  
 
Dr Margaret Payne MBBS FRANZCOG FRCOG BCouns Obstetrics & Gynaecology (retired)  
 NSW 2257  
 
Dr David van der Moezel MBBS DRANZCOG DCH General Practice  
WA 6027  
 
Dr Petrina Hamilton MBBS Hospital Resident  
 Qld 4012  
 
Dr John Fluit MBBS DRANZCOG GP  
 NSW 2299  
 
Dr Wendy Bourke MBBS FRANZP Psychiatry  
 Qld 4560  
 
Dr Luke McLindon MBBS FRACGP General Practice 
Qld 4053  
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Mr Mark Hurworth MBChB FRACS Orthopaedic Surgery  
WA 6009  
 
Dr Harry Dumbell MBChB MRCP FRACP Paediatrics  
 WA 6154 
 
Dr Colin Broun MBBS FRACGP General Practice 
WA 6073  
 
Dr Amanda Lamont MBBS GP Fertility Care 
WA 6060  
 
Dr Neill Kling MBChB  FRACS  Surgeon 
WA 6230  
 
Dr Margaret Cover MBBS BSc FRANZCP Psychiatry (Retired)  
NSW 2076 
 
Dr Tze Khor MBBS(Hons) Anatomical Pathology  
WA 6059 
 
Dr Joseph Thomas MBBS Fellow Maternal Fetal Medicine  
SA 5006  
 
Dr Trudie Rombola MBBS General Practice  
 NSW 2576  
 
Professor Paul Skerritt MBBS DPM MRCPsych FRCP FRANZCP  
 WA 6027  
 
Dr Michael Nicholson MBBS FRACGP FAMA Rural Practice  
NSW 2850  
 
Dr Margaret Doherty MBBS FRANZCP Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 
WA 6023  
 
Dr Michael F Shanahan FRACS General Surgeon (Rtd) 
 WA 6152  
 
Dr Julene Haack MBBS (Hons1) DipObstRACOG FRACGP General Practice 
QLD 4570  
 
Dr Graham Toohill MBBS GP  
Vic 3953  
 
Dr Brian Pollard MBBS FANZCA Grad Cert Bioethics; Anaesthetics; Palliative Care (Rtd) 
NSW 2065 
 
Dr Clyde Jumeaux MBBS DRANZCOG General Practice  
 WA 6233  
 
Dr Romney Newman MBBS FRACP Internal Medicine  
 NSW 2428  
 
Dr Patrina Caldwell BMed FRACP PhD Paediatrics  
 NSW 2145  
 
Dr Robert Claxton MBBS FRACS FRCS FRCSEd General Surgery  
NSW 2131 
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Dr Elizabeth Millard MBBS DCH DRACOG General Practice  
 NSW 2650  
 
Dr Maree Farley MBBS DCH DRCOG General Practice (Retired)  
 NSW 2067  
 
Dr Alasdair Livingston MA BSc BMBCh FRCS General Practice (rtd) 
SA5062  
 
Dr Deirdre Little MBBS DipOBs GP/Obstetrician  
 NSW 2454  
 
Dr Jilleen Howard MBBS FRACGP General Practice  
PQld 4074   
 
Dr Andrew Hughes MBBS 1995 General Practitioner  
Qld 4370  
 
Dr Daniel Gibson FRANZCP Psychiatry  
NSW 2022  
 
Dr Lindsay Grigg MBBS(Melb) FRCS(Eng) FRACS Retired Cardiothoracic & Vascular Surgeon  
ACT 2904  
 
Mr Gabriel James BSc MSc MBBS student  
 NSW 2120  
 
Dr Mathew Piercy MBBS FANZCA Intensive Care  
Vic 3040  
 
Dr Hea-Won Park MBBS GP registrar  
 NSW 2121 
 
Dr Joanne Tan MBBS RMO  
 Qld 4067  
 
Dr Alex Sharah MBBS DPM Psychiatry  
 NSW 2160 
 
Dr Joseph Santamaria MBBS Physician (retired)  
 Vic 3938 
 
Dr Carolyn Haeusler MBBS Resident Medical Officer  
 WA 6102  
 
Dr Barry Earp MBBS FRACGP GP  
NSW 2260 
 
Dr Lesley Earp MBBS (Hons) GP  
 NSW 2260 
 
Dr Elizabeth Ravenscroft MBBS FRACP FRCP Paediatrics (Retired) 
NSW 2291 
 
Professor Peter Ravenscroft MBBS MD FRACP FFPMANZCA Palliative Care  
NSW 2291 
 
Dr Paul Chia MBBS(Hons) RMO 
 WA 6009 
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Dr Dianne Rollo MBBS MPM Psychiatry  
Wahroonga NSW 2076 
 
Dr Ruth Nicholls MBBS Palliative Medicine 
Wembley Downs WA 6019  
 
Dr Rhys Morgan MBBS(Hons) FANZCA BMin Anaethesia 
 Ashgrove Qld 4060  
 
Dr Murray James-Wallace MBBS DRANZCOG DCH FRACGP DRM FACRRM rural GP 
 Geraldton WA 6530 
 
Dr Rory Donnellan FRCPA Pathology  
 Logan Reserve Qld 4133 
 
Dr Preshy Varghese MBBS DipNB AMC Cert FRCSEd FRACGP GP 
 Bundaberg Qld 4670  
 
Dr Judith McEniery MBBS  FAChPM RACP  DCH  Grad Dip Palliative Care, Palliative Medicine 
Flinders View Qld 4305  
 
Dr Arnold Jago  
 Mildura Vic 3500  
 
Dr Madeline Kho MBBS GP  
Tuart Hill WA 6060  
 
Dr Randy Juanta BMBS Emergency Medicine in private practice 
Adelaide SA 5000 
 
Dr Theo Shemansky MBBS FRACGP BAppSci (Pod) General Practice  
Peregian Springs Qld 4573 
 
Dr Giuseppe Terminello MBBS FACNEM DipHyp Nutritional Medicine; Hypnosis, Sports Medicine 
Rosslyn Pk SA 5072  
 
Dr Geoffrey Hunt MBBS Hospital RMO 
Kardinya WA 6163  
 
Dr Noel Eatough MBBS Emergency Medicine  
 CarineWA  
 
Dr Peter McCullagh MD (Melb) DPhil (Oxon) MRCP (Lond) Developmental and Reproductive Immunology  
NSW 2621 
 
Associates 
Mrs Vicky Condoluci, MSc Biomedical Engineering 
SA 5061  
 
Mrs Cynthia Daniel, B.Pharm Pharmacist  
 Tas 7256 
 
Mrs Suzanne Overel, Registered Nurse/Registered Midwife Nursing & Midwifery  
Australia Qld  
 
Mrs Sue Platell, Registered Nurse/Midwife Midwifery  
 Qld 4306 
 
Mrs Julie James, Teacher, Pregnancy Counselling  
 NSW 2126 




