Friday, 28 August 2009
Dear Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Committee,

This is our submission to your inquiry into marriage equality. We fully endorse the submission
made by Australian Marriage Equality in favour of the Marriage Equality Amendment Bill
20009.

As citizens we ask that we not be denied the right to have our relationship recognised by the
Commonwealth of Australia on an equal footing with our heterosexual brothers and sisters.
We are currently denied that right by Commonwealth legislation.

As citizens my partner and | desire to be legally married under the laws of Australia. We do
not want to have to go to another country in order to have a legal marriage ceremony. We ask
that our own country formally recognise our relationship in the same way it recognises the
relationship that our heterosexual siblings have with their spouses.

Further, we ask for this formal recognition of our relationship and the relationships of all
persons regardless of sex and sexuality as a legitimisation of our rights to be able to lead our
lives as normal and ordinary citizens.

Same-sex partners are not equal under the law, or in the eyes of society, if they cannot
marry. The Marriage Act continues to enshrine and foster discrimination against
same-sex partners as long as it prohibits same-sex marriage.

Denying same-sex partners the right to marry sends out the message that these
same-sex partners are not capable of the love and commitment that is associated with
marriage.

This also sends out the message that it is okay to exclude an entire group of citizens
from a crucial social institution on the basis of their sexual orientation.

Both messages foster discrimination and prejudice against same-sex relationships and
persons who are same sex attracted.

Discrimination and prejudice are unpleasant things in themselves but also lead in many
cases to violence or threats of violence. We believe that by ending discrimination against
same-sex couples in the Marriage Act that the government will be sending an important
message to all people that gay and lesbian people should not be discriminated against.

The current message sent by excluding us from marriage is that we are second-class
citizens and legitimate targets for prejudice and discrimination.

lan Garry Cameron





