Quick Facts on Marriage

We live in an age where common sense has deserted us and old truths need to be
restated. Try this summary:

-Almost every culture throughout human history has had a recognizable form of
marriage.

-Marriaaes existed even before states acknowledaed or requlated them.

-Marriaae is both a public act and a social institution.

-Marriaae is not just a purelv private or personal arranaement.

-The institution of marriage has alwavs had two main purposes:

-A public recoanition and requlation of human sexuality between a man and a woman.
-A socially recognised means by which children are brought into the world and cared
for.

-Marriage has always been about a sexual relationship between one adult man and one
adult woman.

-Marriage discriminates: 7 years olds cannot marry; three men cannot marry; a brother
and a sister cannot marry.

-Marriage confers tremendous benefits to the rest of society, so societies have always
conferred benefits upon married couples.

-Married couples are subject to special favors because they bring to society special
responsibilities.

Other tvpes of relationships are just that: relationships.

-Many others want the benefits of marriage without the corresponding duties and
obliaations.

-Marriage is not just about love between people. Love can exist outside of a marriage:
a brother can love a sister, a son can love a father, a girl can love a cat. But marriage
is a special kind of love: a life-long commitment, publicly acknowledged, with the
possibility of procreation.

-Love does not keep a marriaae toaether: it is marriaae that keeps love toaether.
-When we demean or trivialise the idea of marriage, it make it harder for individuals
marriacdes to last the distance.

-In some ways marriage is a fragile institution which needs constant social support
and assistance. That is, while women tend to naturally bond with their offspring, men
need more help bonding with their wife and their children. Marriage provides that
help.

Homosexual Marriage

-By equating any and all types of relationships with marriage, we effectively abolish
both the idea and the meanina of marriaae.

-The same arguments used to justify same-sex marriages can be used to justify
polygamy, incest, bestiality, group sex, and so on. Once the fundamental idea of
marriage as one man and one woman is tossed out, any and all types of sexual activity
become permissible.

-Homosexuals comprise a very small portion of Australian society, and homosexuals
who want to marrv make up an even smaller number.

-The real aim of campaigning for same-sex marriage is the symbolic approval and



social recoanition of the homosexual lifestvle.
-Most homosexuals admit that their understanding of marriage differs from the normal
heterosexual understanding, with the willingness to allow extra-marital sexual outlets.



