The Senate

Legal and Constitutional Affairs
Legislation Committee

Criminal Code Amendment (Misrepresentation of Age to a
Minor) Bill 2010

June 2010



© Commonwealth of Australia

ISBN: 978-1-74229-264-9

This document was printed by the Senate Printing Unit, Department of the Senate,
Parliament House, Canberra.



MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE

Members

Senator Patricia Crossin, Chair, ALP, NT

Senator Guy Barnett, Deputy Chair, LP, TAS

Senator David Feeney, ALP, VIC

Senator Mary Jo Fisher, LP, SA (Until 11 March 2010)
Senator Scott Ludlam, AG, WA

Senator Gavin Marshall, ALP, VIC

Senator Stephen Parry, LP, TAS (From 11 March 2010)

Participating Members
Senator Nick Xenophon, IND, SA

Secretariat

Ms Julie Dennett Secretary

Ms Monika Sheppard Senior Research Officer

Ms Kate Middleton Executive Assistant

Suite S1.61 Telephone: (02) 6277 3560
Parliament House Fax: (02) 6277 5794

CANBERRA ACT 2600 Email: legcon.sen@aph.gov.au



mailto:legcon.sen@aph.gov.au




TABLE OF CONTENTS

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE .......ccoi it ii
CHAPTER L .ottt e e e aeenne e 1
INtroduction anNd OVEIVIBW ..........ccceoiiiiiiiiiiiiise s 1
Summary of Key amendments ..........cooiieiiiiiiee e 1
CondUCt OF the INQUITY ..o e 2
ACKNOWIEAGEIMENT ...t e e reenne s 2
SCOPE OF TN FEPOIT......eeeeee e 2
NOLE ON FEFEIENCES .....iviieteiiietce ettt rens 2
CHAPTER 2 ..ttt 3
KIBY ISSUEBS. ...ttt bbbttt b e bt b et e et b b 3
Persons targeted by the Bill............cooveiiiiiiiii e 3

The need for the Bill...........cooooiii e 4
Empirical data regarding online misrepresentation of age..........cccoccevvvviniennennne. 8
COMMITEEE VIBW ...ttt 9
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY LIBERAL SENATORS.........cccevveinenn, 13
MINORITY REPORT BY SENATOR XENOPHON .......cccccocvviveiieiiniinns 15
INEFOTUCTION ... e 15
BaCKGIOUNG........oiiieiic et 15
Misrepresentation Of Age 10 @ MINOK ........cccviiiiieiie e 16
Response to criticisms of the Bill ..., 18
CONCIUSTON ...ttt 20
APPENDIX L.ttt ettt nnne s 23

SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED........coiiii e 23



APPENDIX 2

WITNESSES WHO APPEARED BEFORE THE COMMITTEE. ...................

Vi



