15 January 2007

Ms Jackie Morrs

Acting Committee Secretary

Stonding Committes on Legal and Constitutional Affairs
PG Box 6100 :
PARLIAMENT HOUSE

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Ms Maorris

____Enquirv in?s’p the Native Tille

i Trank You for p'&v ﬂg ?he Ausi*rohcm Pe?ro%eum Production -&: Exp orathi orz Assc:scmﬂcm
[APPEA] the opporturily ta make o submission o the Parliamentary inquiry into the
Native Tifle Amendment Bill 2004 fo the Native Title Act 1993 ['NTA').

APPEA Ts the peak national body representing the colleclive inferests of companies
engaged in petrolsum exploration, development and production. The Association's
membershin comprises companies that account for around 98 per cent of Ausiralia’s
pefroleum produchion and the vast majority of exploration.

the indusitry has embarked on o coordinaled inifiative to maximise the contibutfion ot
the cit and gczs sector can make to the weil-being of Australions and the economy,
Through this tindustry Strategy. Australia’s upstream oil and gas indusfry: A Platforn for
Prosperily, industry, governments and the community are working closely fogether to
identify challenges and opportunities to ansure the above goals are achieved in re tafion
o land aceess ssues, The Australion Government is o key parficipont in this process.
APPEA would envisage o range of actions wm arise os pcxr‘r of the procsass tThet will have
policy implications, .

Timely access fo underfake explorafion and appraisal achivilies on rescurces is crificed for
industries such as the upstream oll and aas sector. With investment deckions made
many years in advonce of activities, the commercial terms for the access ne@d fo he

made wellin odva“}co of ariy exploraficn éffort &n & full ffe-cycle’ basis,. Therefor
imperative for the ol and gos indusiry to oblain ¢ conjunclive agreement o both
explore and develop, in the case of making a commercial discovery, oif and gas
rasowrcas. This conjunctive right is exprassed in parent legisiation which administers the
oil and gas industry in both Federal and State/Territory jurisdictions and has been the
subject of many succeassiul native fifle agreements,

Cver the many years that the NTA has been in place, the off and gas industry has worked
closely with Federal, State/Temfory governments, nafive fifle representalive bodies and
nafive fifle holders and claimants to achieve the best possible cufcome for both the

industry and the community,




APPEA walcomes the amendments 1o the NTA as embodiad in the Native Title
Amendment Bill 20046, While we agree with all the amendments we would like to
highlight the following:

Malive TiHe Representalive Bodies

We befieve that these amendments will further enhance the operability and funciioning
of the native fitle representative bodias, providing them with sufficient scope fo
undertake the responsibility of representing thealr indigenous constituents. This i essential

30 as to ensure that the oll and gas industry can commence negotiations under fhe Nm e

through the auspices of the native fifle representative bodies.

Behaviour of Parties

The Bill.contsmpilates statutory obligations for parties to medi it in ‘Hood fcufh This,in

APPEA's view, will encourdage all parties to behave responsibly during cmy riegotiation
proceass under the NTA,

Respondent Funding Schemes

APPEA welcomes the possibility of findncial-assi smﬂce ‘fo respgndeﬁfs mc(udmg f{:«»r ?hea
development of template agreements such as those relating to the right to negotiate
process. Sorme of our member companias would parficularly benefit from this assistance,
which would assist them in the legal process of negefictions and reaching an agresment
under tha NTA,

We took forward to the proclamaiion of these amendments in due course.

Flease contact Mr Rangarajan Parimala, Director, Exploration and Access for any further
details regarding this submission.
Yours sincerely
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Beldindea Robinson
CHIEF EXECUTIVE





