From: Elaine & Geoff Smith _ R £
Sent: Thursday, 28 July 2005 11:08 PM

To: Legal and Constitutional, Committee (SEN)

Cc: Nettle, Kerry (Senator)

Subject: Senate Inquiry into the Detention System

to

Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional Comumittee
Department of the Senate

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600 Australia

I have not been given permission by any refugee 1o give their name or speak on their behalf,
therefore please do not disclose the name of any refugee.

i have not known where to begin, so | am sorry this is a last minute letter to you.

| do not know what refugees will be brave enough to talk to you. Those from Nauru do not

have permanent protection. They live in fear still. They worry they can be sent back. Many
have a more punative visa than that given to people from Australian camps. Many of those
from Nauru are not permitted to apply for permanent protection. Please look into the visas

given to refugees from Nauru. This is one more great injustice.

They have feit the harshness of the detention policy, so | cannot imagine they will speak to
you.

| have had contact with over 100 refugees, mostly those who were detained on Nauru.

{ have kept all their lefiers,

These letters and photos from the camp are a significant source of information. it would need
a professional person to go through these letters and gain the evidence you are fooking for. |
do not have the resources to do this.

| have not asked them to tell me about their backgrounds and cases, but rather offered
unconditional friendship to them.

On their part they have been very uncomplaining. | have come to hear of the difficulties in the
camp as an aside. They did not want to talk about their treatment when they were picked up
by Australian boats, and | have not asked for this information.

But various stories have begun to emerge.

Firstly | think it was unlawful and immoral and inhumane to treat refugees harshly, and
transport them in another country after they had claimed asylum in Australian waters and on
Australian soil. Some boats were turned back to Indonesia even though they were not

safe. The refugees did not go to Nauru and Manus istand voluntarily. (refer {0 notes about
treatment by Australian personnel and on Australian ships)

Secondly they were heid in Nauru, an isolated country that could barely meet the needs of iis
own people for water, food, communication, housing, medical services, educational services
and legal services. | think this was not done for the benefit of the refugees but as a way of
isolating them from care and support, and a way of forcing them to return to the dangers of
the countries they had fled from. | think this is unjust and inhumane. (I have letters that talk
about the lack of fresh water, insects in the food, lack of medical care. One of my friends
suffered a burst appendix and great difficuities in the 'hospital’ . He sought medical help for
two days before he was taken seriously. A woman incapagcitated with an injured back was
neglected for 3 years. There were very many instances of medical neglect. The hospital on




Nauru was extremely run down and Australia was resistant to transfer any but the most dire
cases to Australia. Consegquently people suffered while in the camp, and in some cases were
sent back to their home countries with injuries, and mental iliness.)

Thirdly they were given an initial interview where there were problems with the interpreters.
The Afghanis were given short interviews about their problems with the Taliban and they were
not encouraged to explain in full about the comptex threats there were to their safety. There
seemed 0 be a simplistic attitude that there were ‘goodies and baddies” in Afghanistan when
the reality is that there were many factions, warlords, criminal gang leaders. There had been
a long history of one group rising against another, many viclations against people. | get the
impression that people were denied refugee status and protection after the so-called over
throw of the Taliban. This is that simplistic idea that the country was then safe. People were
then told they had no option but to return. They were never going to be accepted into
Australia. 1 do not have details of the DIMIA files of the interviews, but | hope that you can ask
relevant people about these.

Fourthly, they were pushed to sign to return. They felt they were signing their own death
certificate. When they returned they faced danger again. Many could not return fo their
homes, their families were lost, their homes and livelinood were lost. | get emails from some
who have fled to Pakistan, Iran, and who have gone further, looking for safety. They tell me
they cannot go home to many areas of Afghanistan. | am happy to pass on some of these
emails to the inquiry as long as identities are not disclosed. These people also are too fearful
to speak out.

Others who did not sign feit this intense pressure also and so began a hungerstrike . They
said they were seriously prepared to face death during the strike or gain their freedom.

| think that Australia was guilty of refoulement,

Refugees were treated in a hostile way when they were picked up by Australian ships. SAS
troops were sent to the Tampa and refugees were not treated with respect, eg they were
given insufficient food, then some food was put in the middie of the floor and refugees were
fimed scrambling for it. They were then held in the hold of the Manoora with insufficient food,
in the heat and noise of the engine, out of daylight for about a month. There were insufficient
toilet and bathing facilities. They felt they were starved off the boat, driven by hunger to go to
Naurs. | have heard that chilli was added to the food of the fraqi group. A man said his son
was so hungry he ate it with tears pouring down his face from the pain.

There was a boat that was allowed to sink with Australian personnel watching. They were not
given permission to rescue the people for maybe two hours. | am not sure of the details. Two
women drowned.

There was a woman whose back was injured as she was hauled up the side of an Australian
boat with ropes. Another woman was treated in this same way. but she fell back onto the deck
of the boat, The Australian crew then used a different method to rescue the people. |
constantly wonder why we did not send rescue boats with appropriate equipment o help
these distressed people, rather than send military type ships. It seems obvious that the aim
was not rescue, there was no plan to rescue, but to instil fear and threat, and fo return these
boats and people to the open sea, | think this is unlawful and inhumane. if we as individuals
treated others like this, we would be heid responsible for any injury and death that resulted.

| have copies of documents from one man who was mistreated on a different boat and who
made format complaints. His complaints were dismissed. | have not had specific permission
from him to show you these documents. Therefore please do not reveal his identity.

Dear freind,

i am sending those documents to u and




also the answer of immigration plz publishe these all
documents as they r don't bring any changes .

Dear friend ,

in these documents there 1s one
docuemnts from Immigration that i got as a answer of
this case . there is nothing to do immigration with
this case but i am really surprise that how they gave
me the answer of this case.

If the above documents are not received, then please contact me and | will send then as an
attachement.

Yours faithfully,

Elaine Smith
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