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5. What is the number of people in detention in Australia relative to other 
comparable countries? 
 
All countries operate migration programs to meet their own priorities and adjust them in 
response to local and regional circumstances.    For this reason, comparisons of aspects of 
migration programs between countries are neither appropriate or reliable.  Examples of the 
dissimilarities include: Australia experiences lower numbers of asylum claims, has 
experienced lower levels of “illegal” migration but has larger and more highly developed 
official or “managed” migration and refugee settlement programs than most other 
“comparable” countries.  These differences exist for a range of reasons including geographic, 
political and historical. 
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