Natalie Martin

Surrey, UK

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

I left Australia on the 7/06/2003. I left to live and work in the UK for a period of up to 5 years.  I have a 5 year work permit sponsored by my employer.  

My primary reason for leaving the UK was an ambition to travel and see as much of the world as possible, I felt the easiest way to do this was to base myself and work in the UK. I am currently age 26 and single.  

I was born in New Zealand and most of my immediate family are New Zealanders.  My family moved to Australia when I was 20, after I finished University I joined them.  My Mum, Dad and two younger sisters currently live in Mackay, North Queensland. I feel in essence that I am a citizen of the world more so than any one country and I feel that as a law abiding citizen of the world I should be able to live anywhere I choose, within reason.  Having said that, after living in the UK for 7 months and travelling through a good part of Europe I am more convinced than ever that Australia ia where I will end up living for the rest of my life.  I think it is one of the best countries on earth (if not the best) and I feel it is the closest country possible to a utopian society.  

There is no other country where people from every different race, culture, religion and creed can live together in pretty much perfect harmony. I would definately not want to bring up my children in the UK or anywhere else! 
