Sent: Saturday, 15 November 2003 5:48 AM

To: Legal and Constitutional, Committee (SEN)

Subject: Submission to Australian Expatriates Inquiry

Thomas G. Waller

San Francisco California
Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

I left Australia in June 1998 for the United States of America in essence to explore greater career opportunities.  At that time I was not aware - nor had been made aware of (by the neither Government nor non-Government organizations) - any restrictions and/or expectations associated with my planned movements and/or my rights and responsibilities in Australia after departure.

As my address indicates I currently reside in California, USA - however I have recently 'repatriated' back from Thailand where I worked for my current (US) company building extended resources (in Thailand) to meet the consulting needs of the global market.  My wife is American and we have a baby whom - thankfully - holds citizenship of both Australia and the Unites States of America.  I am a US green card holder and intend to apply for US citizenship.

I would like to highlight a number of issues that I have concern with surrounding my 'diaspora'.

(i) I have not been able to vote from overseas. I was told I am no longer registered to vote.

(ii) I am excluded from any Australian consensus.

(iii) I cannot use my Medicare card when I return to Australia.

(iv) My Superannuation credits/pensions are not portable to my US 401K.

(v) I have had very poor service from the Australian Embassy in Thailand when trying to have my son registered for Australian Citizenship.  I received erroneous advice from two employees (I was told they were 'new' at the time) which resulted in me having to return to the embassy numerous times and delaying my departure from Thailand (since my son was without a passport).  

(v) My wife cannot apply from Australian Citizenship until we reside in Australia despite the fact that I and her son are both Australian Citizens. 

I would like these issues addressed.  I would like myself and my family to feel apart of Australia, its heritage and its culture.  

Thank you for your time and consideration on these matters,

Yours faithfully, 

Tom Waller

San Francisco, USA

Australian expatriate

