To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as 

part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

I apologise for the lateness of this letter, but I was only recently 

made aware of the inquiry, and thought that my story may be of interest 

and importance to you.

I'll try to be concise and to split my letter into manageable headings.

CURRENT SITUATION

My name is Bill Wilson, I am an Australian who has been living in 

Stockholm Sweden for the past 10 years.

I came here 10 years ago to study for my PhD in molecular biology, at 

the world renowned Karolinska Institute, which I was awarded in June 

2002. I was single and had just completed my Honours degree with the 

CSIRO and UTS.

When I left Australia I had expected to keep in touch, both with my 

university alumni (University of New England, Armidale. NSW, and 

University of Technology, Sydney) where I completed my undergraduate 

degrees, and also my last employer in Australia, CSIRO (North Ryde, 

Sydney).

This never really eventuated, although my scientific contacts through 

CSIRO have lead me to a job in Australia now, which I will be taking 

from the first of April this year. My contacts with my associated 

universities in Australia were not fostered, and I felt that I could 

have contributed to something here.

I am now married (to an American, also a researcher, we met here) and 

have two children, both born here in Stockholm. Our life here is 

essentially that of an average Swedish family. Not as ex-pats or 

temporary people. We live a very permanent life here, our kids go to a 

normal Swedish school and are essentially Swedish kids that speak 

English at home.

We are moving to Australia in about a months time.

EXPERIENCE WITH AUSTRALIAN AUTHORITIES ABROAD

When I arrived in Sweden I went to the Australian embassy to register. I can say that they didn't really know what to do with me. I don't 

think that anyone had registered with them before, and I think we both 

had different expectations as to what a 'registration' actually 

entailed.

I expected to be informed of interesting happenings here in Stockholm 

that would be of interest to Australian citizens, such as the visits of 

  John Howard and Alex. Downer, which have occured during my time here. 

As well as many Australians associated with the awarding of the Nobel 

prize (from the Karolinska Institute!!)  to Australian Peter Doherty in 

1996.

I have not been contacted by the embassy/consulate in Stockholm at any 

time during my 10 years here.  The contact I have had has been on the 

occasions of preparing for my marriage in Australia, and the 

registration of my two children as Australian citizens. I am very proud 

that my children can be Australian citizens, but am very disappointed 

in the lack of interest the lack Australian embassy shows to ex-pats 

living here. I think that given my long experience with research at the 

Karolinska over the last 10 years I have been in a very unique position 

to assist both researchers in both countries to create collaborations 

and foster relations at various levels within academic and corporate 

research. I have actually succeeded in creating collaborations between 

my current research department situated here at Karolinska's  Center 

for Genomics and Bioinformatics, and Prof. John Mattick's group at the 

department of biosciences, at the newly built Institute for Molecular 

Biosciences at the University of Queensland, Brisbane.

With some more contacts and/or help from the Australian embassy I feel 

that this could have been more.

My many friends from other countries (France, Spain, USA) quite often 

visit their embassies/consulates for various purposes, including social 

and information events. The French embassy here keeps quite good 

contact with its research community, frequently hosting seminar/mingle 

evenings for its ex-pat community. This gives the French community in 

Stockholm a chance to make contacts and to meet like people in similar 

situations. The same occurs within the Dutch, Italian and Spanish 

communities here. The Australian embassy offers nothing. And when asked 

they refer to local Swedish-Australia interest groups that organise pub 

nights etc. I strongly feel that an activity such as those offered by 

the French community would be greatly appreciated amongst ex-pat 

Australians in Stockholm.

RE-ENTRY ISSUES

Otherwise, my contact with Australia through her embassies has been 

fair. We are currently applying for a permanent residence visa for my 

wife, which although we apply through Berlin, the embassy in Stockholm 

has helped with certification of documents. The embassy in Berlin has 

frankly been quite hostile and rude in helping us with our requests for 

advice, help and status of my wife's visa application.  We have been 

made to feel like refugees applying for this visa with no connection to 

Australia, and nothing to offer. Their information service is very 

poor. I can only say that I hope once we arrive in Australia my wife 

will be made to feel more welcome.

We have a very large network of friends and family in Australia that we 

have kept in contact with over the years, so we anticipate no problem 

fitting in to Australian society. Our main concerns are with my wife's 

status once in Australia. We're annoyed that even after she is granted 

permanent residence status she will receive no health care cover for 

some time, and she must pay to return to Australia if she leaves! Even 

for an overseas trip to visit family in the USA! This sounds like a 

very unfair penalty for our family to take!

With our two children getting older the time has come now for us to 

settle in Australia. We had a difficult choice between Australia and 

the USA, as my wife is American and has her family there, but we felt 

that the 'life chances' for our children would be better in Australia. 

I have recently successfully obtained a CSIRO job within my field of 

research. It took some time to find a job that was suited to me, 

although I am in the popular field of bioinformatics and am 

multi-skilled in various techniques within the biomedical research 

area. If we had chosen to relocate to the US then finding a job would 

have been much easier. In fact we did apply for jobs there and got very 

good offers. So by moving to Australia we are accepting a situation of 

less income, less job security, and even less funding within our work 

area compared to other countries (not just compared to the US, it would 

have been the same if we stayed in Sweden or another European country).

I am however very thrilled that the CSIRO has allocated research 

funding to this important area of research. I will be bringing with me 

not only my world class experience and expertise in bioinformatics and 

molecular biological research that I have obtained from my 10 years 

overseas, but also my wife's!!, an accomplished cell and molecular 

biological researcher.

Other re-entry issues that 'worry' us include the difficulties in 

buying a house. We will be moving to Melbourne, and housing is quite 

expensive.

As first home buyers we have little collateral behind us when buying a 

home. A lot of our savings will be spent now on relocation to Australia 

... amounting to a down payment on a house! We also face considerable 

costs in applying for my wife's visa, and must have money to pay for 

her health insurance during the first years of her permanent residence 

in Australia. Once in Australia we will be faced with stamp duties on 

our purchase, far out weighing any tax break that we may receive (first 

home buyers discount of $7000!!). From our own research at the 

Australian tax office home page there are no tax breaks for us, and 

unlike other countries (Sweden and the US)  we can't make any tax 

deductions that would make it cheeper to live .. such as the interest 

paid on our bank loans. In addition, there are no tax deductions for 

moving to a new place of residence. It seems that this move for us will 

be very expensive, and will take several years for us to recover from. I feel that it's a right to be able to buy a house, although obviously 

not all people in Australia can buy a house! In Stockholm most people 

live in apartments, and we have been able to buy our own apartment in 

downtown Stockholm. When we sell we must pay Swedish tax on the profit, 

(30%), and then once in Australia we pay more tax, stamp duties etc etc 

as i have explained.

This is quite a daunting future for us, but with no family in Sweden, 

and the difficulty in becoming 'permanent' here we feel that we must 

move to Australia. I would feel much more 'happy' and less worried 

about moving to Australia if there was some hope in getting there and 

getting settled as a family, as we are settled and live now. An 

exemption from stamp duty would be nice and satisfactory I think. Or 

else a tax benefit for moving from abroad. Something along those lines 

that would help us get to that situation where we are now abroad, 

without incurring such financial debt.

LIFE IN SWEDEN FOR AN EXPAT

Here in Sweden we apply each year for a temporary residence visa ... 

for all four family members. This isn't really a good situation as it 

is expensive ($1000 per year) and time consuming, it would be nice to 

get a 3 year visa like some other foreign nationals. We have asked the 

local authorities about this and it doesn't look like eventuating, 

although the application procedure has been streamlined significantly 

the last 2 years. You can now extend visas and pay for them for another 

year on-line.

We have found out that there is no reciprocal deal with Australia 

regarding drivers licences. Although countries like Japan have one 

where a Japanese licence can be exchanged for a Swedish/EU one. As an 

Australian I have to pay to register to take driving lessons, pay for 

these lessons (very expensive in Sweden .. up to AUD$5000), etc etc.

The standard of living is very good here....as a student I was able to 

support myself. This is something that attracted me to Sweden in the 

first place for further education, as well as the standard of research. 

This was lacking in Australia 10 years ago. My areas of interest just 

weren't getting funded in Australia. Now with a family we have 

benefited from living here by way of parent leave. Both my wife and I 

have taken up to 2 years paid leave from our work to look after our two 

children, and we have kept our jobs. For us this is a better deal than 

just receiving cash or tax breaks as is the current situation in 

Australia.

In Sweden we are covered by national health insurance ... even when 

travelling (if travelling for no more than 45 days) ... so I have 

nothing to really comment on for this. I pay taxes here, and have also 

lodged an Australia tax return each year which has been trouble free.

I have voted in Australian elections here which has also been carried 

out very nicely/easily, compared to other countries (ie: USA) that make 

it very difficult to vote from abroad.

I hope that my information can benefit your inquiry, and again I 

apologise for the lateness.

Yours Sincerely,

Bill Wilson, Ph.D.

Stockholm

Sweden.

